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Sisters and brothers if anyone is caught in any transgression you who
are spiritual should restore them in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch
on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he or she is
something when they are nothing, they deceive themselves. 4 But let
each one test their own work, and then their reason to boast will be in
themselves alone and not in their neighbor. 5 For each will have to bear
their own load…9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due
season we will reap if we do not give up. 10 So then as we have
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those
who are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:1-5, 9-10
Friends, as I have been driving in the snow looking over the
magnificent, peaceful, white landscape. I am reminded of the vehicle I
now drive compared to the vehicle I was driving when I first came to
Northern Mo. When I lived in the central and southern portions of MO
we had some snow but up here in the North it is much different. When
I first moved here My little Nissan Sentra just didn’t cut the mustard.
Some of us may remember when I pulled off onto a muddy slick side
road burying my car to the frame at the bottom of the hill I slid down.
I had already wanted a truck but the few helpless moments I had in my
car was enough to convince me that I needed to do something
different.
The reason why I am sharing this with you is not to tell you about
how I came to own my truck, instead I wanted to talk for a moment of
things that I know we are growing weary about. MASKS, I bet some of
you sighed just now reading that word. I wanted to share with you
about our history as United Methodists taking care of others. John
Wesley, George Whitfield, and Charles Wesley came together to form
the Methodist church. The focus of these three from the beginning was
to love God and neighbor.

Over the years John Wesley even went on to write a manual that
become the best-selling medical book for some time, (Primitive
Physick). In his book Wesley taught ways to care for the body and mind
while vocationally caring for the souls of others. We too have been
called to save lives, through the soul, mind, and body. John Wesley
knew the importance of keeping people healthy so that they could be
hearers of the word while doing the work of caring for others. Doing
good in this instance is caring for all persons, taking the necessary
precautions to ensure that we are not jeopardizing others because we
are inconvenienced.
Continued on page 3
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TITHES & OFFERINGS Ash Wednesday
Yes, we are having an in-house services now,
however, some of you may not feel comfortable
being in groups yet, so please continue to give
by one of our other means...
You can mail to: PO Box 318, Fairfax MO 64446
or drop your check off at Farmers State Bank—made
out to Fairfax UMC;
or use our GivePlus+ mobile app (see below)
Also: don’t forget to give towards our loose change
campaign...Youth Missions (Chokwe UMC)

Apps make life easier.
With GivePlus Church,
our mobile giving app,
you can make giving easier. Download the app to
your phone to be able to give anytime, anywhere!
Give to any of our church funds:
General
Adopt a Family Memorial
Altar Flowers
Bulletins
Website
Special Sundays
Benevolent
Text Spnsr
Backpack Buddies Youth Missions (Chokwe UMC)
xx
You can also choose whether to donate as a guest,
or you can set up an account that will allow you to
conveniently schedule and manage recurring
donations, store bank account information

Church Finance Report
for December 2020
Expenses:
Administrative/Office: ....... $

265.84

Finance .......................... $

0.00

Misc. ............................. $

300.00

Nurture .......................... $

72.25

Outreach/Witness: ........... $

199.25

Staff Salaries: .................. $

7,501.11

Trustees: ........................ $

624.10

Worship: ........................ $

395.34

Total Expenses:

$

9,357.89

Total Income:

$

22,128.00

December Difference:

$

12,770.11

and Lent

As we begin preparing our hearts for the
season of Lent, we reflect on ways that we
can draw closer to God. For this season we
are joining together with Westboro, Watson,
Tarkio and Rockport on a journey of healing.
Join with us, either in person at our church
each week, or watch online, for a time of
study and personal fellowship through
discussion guided by scripture.
(More details to come…)
Our ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
will be on February 17th from 5:00-6:00 pm
here at Fairfax UMC.

Rightnow Media
Reminder: We as a church have partnered with
RightNow Media to offer you Christian tools and
content for use in your homes.
You have invested in your church by your
prayers, presence and gifts,
as a church we would like to invest in you.
Just type in this web address to set up an account
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/
Invite/FairfaxUMC
It is our hope that this tool can be used to further disciple you and your families!

Choir—
Fairfax UMC
NO PRACTICES
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
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I understand that as Christians we don’t fear death the same way that persons who do not know
Christ. Our understanding of eternity should not supersede our living in the here in now. God has
given brilliant minds to Doctors, Scientists, Virologists and all the other people who are diligently
working for ways to save lives. Our Job is to stay as healthy as we can not just thinking of ourselves
but preserving life so that we have ample opportunities to share the very same gospel that gives us
the eternal hope in Christ.
I have been asked when the masks and social distancing will be over, well the short answer is when
the global crisis of a global pandemic ends, or the threat of life from a global pandemic is gone. Until
then if you feel that you are adamantly opposed a fabric mask on your face or feel that a mask may
hinder your health or breathing, I encourage you to invest in a face shield or some other barrier to
wear in church. These would allow an ease of breathing while protecting those around you. There are
many options to choose from when finding something that works for us and others.

After a year of being in a global pandemic we know this is not going away anytime soon. Make the
investment to be as comfortable as possible so that all who come to worship among the body of
believers feeling confident that they are being infused with the Holy Spirit not Covid 19.
Our call continues to be the same as it always has been to love God and neighbor, 10 So then as we
have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household
of faith. I believe that we can continue to grow and be vital in this time and beyond. Please wear
your masks anytime you are in the church building with other persons from different households. May
the love of Christ which guides you and I daily move all of us to understand the plight of which we
are all going through, while giving us the strength to continue healthy ministries in the time to come.

Women’s Evening Edition
The Women’s Evening Edition met January 13, 2021 at 6:30 PM at the Fairfax UMC. Those present
were Alice Kemerling, Sandy Burke, Diana Vernon, Amy Sefrit, and Betty Allen.
President, Amy Sefrit, called the meeting to order. She opened the meeting with John Wesley’s
Covenant Prayer and also read from “Squirming Through Prayer” by BJ Funk. She highlighted that
sometimes it is hard to do or say what the words of prayer say. She emphasized the importance of
having a “selfless” attitude.
Election of Officers was held and the officers for 2021 are:
President-Amy Sefrit
Secretary- Suzanne Southard
Treasurer- Sandy Burke
Betty read the minutes of the September meeting and they were approved as read.
Sandy gave the Treasurer’s Report and gave an update on our giving at the end of 2020.
Amy supplied greeting cards that the members signed and wrote short notes to reach out to those that
might feel isolated during this time.
The group brainstormed on ways to minister to our community during these isolated times. We agreed
to come to the next meeting with some ideas on how we can reach out to other women in our church
to belong to our group and how to nurture those in need.
We collected 31.00 in our offering to be given to the Food Pantry.
Our next meeting will be March 10th at 6:00 PM..**note this is a little earlier than when we have met in
the past. Betty will provide the devotional and Alice the refreshments.
We closed with saying the Lord’s Prayer in Unison. Personal note.. I focus on the words “THY will be done”.
Respectfully Submitted.
Betty Allen, Secretary
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Youth are invited to ‘Leap 2021’ at Tarkio UMC
Leap 2021, an event for ages 13-18, is going to be virtual this year and Tarkio United Methodist
Church will host the live stream! They are inviting teens from Fairfax to join them as they dive
deeper into the Fruit of the Spirit!
The registration cost FREE. It will be Sat., February 27th, it’s an all-day event filled with music,
speakers, breakout sessions, and games! Lunch will be provided.
Please register through Cathy Riggins. Email her at riggins.cathy@gmail.com with name, birthday
and email to get you registered.
Tarkio UMC youth attended last year and
the speakers and classes were amazing
and led to so many fruitful conversations,
help bring that to our local teens!!
ADULTS: Cathy will need TONS OF
VOLUNTEERS…so let her know if you
can/want to help.

Dear Friends in Fairfax,
I do hope this finds you with joy and peace in your heart as we anticipate the coming year! His mercies
are indeed new every morning (and every year)! THANK YOU for the amazing outpouring of financial
gifts in December!! Wow.♥
I’ll be doing a Sabbatical February 1 ~ May 31, 2021! ☺ Just a heads up that I’ll be off-radar during
that time and rarely checking email. Thanks in advance for understanding. (My next update will be in
June.) More information is below and in the attached letter, but I wanted you to see this right off.☺
Stories: Praise God for the incredible MuKappa virtual retreat weekend! The Holy Spirit was at work in
hearts as He dovetailed speakers' themes without them talking ahead of time. About fifty-five people
from 61 countries were there most of the time, from all over the U.S. and some even calling in from
Lebanon, Panama, Canada, Portugal, and Turkey! What a blessing to be able to connect in this way
since we can’t do it in person, and more people could join us via Zoom! A follow-up zoom meeting for
participants is Feb. 13.
Tif and Fiona moved to Vermont! Though it’s a surprise to many, it has been a long time coming. The
details fell in place quickly as she sold her home in Houston in December and off they trekked, the dog
and five cats in tow. It’s crazy that she’s in our old stomping grounds of 24 years!
A group of us Barnabas women have been studying more about our identity in Christ, and that includes
taking a fresh look at our “stories” and the people and events in our lives that have helped shaped who
we are. This has become a significant foundation for my upcoming Sabbatical!
Sabbatical: “There is nothing more crucial to the staying power of the leader than establishing rhythms
that keep us replenished – body, mind and soul…” (Ruth Haley Barton in Strengthening the Soul of Your
Leadership) After nearly 17 years of serving with MuKappa, I’m thankful for the opportunity to pull back
from active ministry for a few months to rest, renew, and retool. (More is explained in the attached
letter.☺) Feel free to ask any questions!
I'm very thankful for the many ways God showed up and showed off for our family in 2020, for much
protection and health, for the gift of enjoying the seasons at home, for joy in the midst of grief, for
humor in the midst of a very weird year. Thanks so much for your support and prayers, as we encourage
these young folks through “tunnel vision”!
Resting in Him

~ Judy Keith
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This past year the Fairfax Growing Hope
Globally Project has been helping farmers in
Argentina/Bolivia and Nicaragua break the cycle
of poverty by growing their own food and
earning an income. Hunger is a complex issue.
Most of the Growing Hope programs provide 5
years of training on how people can grow their
own food for a lifetime. As one Nicaraguan
Farmer wrote in his thank you to Growing Hope
following Hurricanes Eta and Iota: " Agriculture
feeds me, dresses me, shoes me, heals me and educates my family." Growing Hope brings hope and
dignity to hopeless situations.
The deadline to donate for this year is Sunday, February 14th.
Checks can be made payable to the ‘Fairfax Growing Hope Project’ and put in the offering plate or
given to Bob Sefrit.

Ministry opportunity at our Hospital
The Fairfax UMC Ministry Team has volunteered our church to deliver trays of snacks to the employees
of Community Hospital - Fairfax during the week of February 14th.
Baskets will be placed at the front of the sanctuary and inside the
front doors for those who would like to donate items to be placed on
the trays. Suggestions are snack size packets such as: trail mix; chex
mix; nuts; candies; protein bars; cocoa packets; flavored teas; water
flavor packets; etc. Homemade treats should be individually packaged.
Please have items at the church by Sunday, February 14th.
A big thank you in advance for helping with this project!

. . . . . .Food Pantry of Tarkio / Fairfax / Westboro
Fairfax UMC is scheduled to open and work
the Food Pantry the month of FEBRUARY.
Volunteers are needed for the following shifts:
Tue., February 16, 9:00 - 11:00 am
and 7:00 - 8:00 pm
Thr., February 18, 9:00 - 11:00 am
Tue., February 23, 9:00 - 11:00 am
Thr., February 25, 9:00 - 11:00 am
If you can volunteer, please tell Barb Jones
in person at church or call her at 660-686-3481.
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Atchison County-Wide ‘On Location’ Day Camp
‘On Location’ (non-denominational) Day Camp brings the fun of church camp to you!
Year three of our five full days of a Christian camp featuring exciting activities, adventures and
learning about God, is coming to OUR HOMETOWN - Fairfax United Methodist Church - June 14-18, 2021.
In partnership with Eagle Lake, highly trained college-age staff does life-on-life ministry with every
camper! This ‘On Location’ mobile Camp is a week-long day camp, for ages 6 to 12, $100 per camper,
that pairs high-energy fun with gospel centered worship that will leave your camper excited about
living their life for Jesus Christ! Kids will have a blast at this Christian camp, with the wide range of
activities like bouncing in the inflatables, scaling the rock walls, playing Gaga ball, and singing and
dancing to silly songs!
$25 is due at the time of registration. This amount is a non-refundable deposit that holds your
spot. Full payment is due to Eagle Lake one month before your camp start date.

Register at: https://eaglelakecamps.com/camp/atchison
Refer a Friend to Camp! If you are a returning Day Camp On Location camper and you invite
a friend, Eagle Lake will take $20 off your 2021 registration.
We’ll also take $20 off your friend’s registration!
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305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318,
Fairfax, MO 64446
www.fairfaxumc.net - 660-686-3314

Pastor Andrew Sanders

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491 - Cell: 417-770-6731

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Reminder: we 1
don’t know
when the
schedule may
change—
keep watch on
facebook and
emails or texts
for updates

2

7

9

10

Kiwanis: 12 noon

Promise Keepers:
6:00am

8

3

THURSDAY
4

FRIDAY

5

SATURDAY
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Worship Team Mtg: Meals-on-Wheels:
6:00pm
DeAnna

14 Valentines Day 15 Presidents Day 16
Office Closed

2021

FEBRUARY

Fairfax UMC

Kiwanis: 12 noon

11

17 Ash Wednesday

13

12
Meals-on-Wheels:
Mardee

18

19

Promise Keepers:
6:00am

20

Meals-on-Wheels:
Alice

Ash Wed. Service:
5:00 pm

21 1st Sunday
in Lent
Lent Srv or Online:
5:00pm

21 2nd Sunday
in Lent

22

23

24

Newsletter
Deadline: MAR

Kiwanis: 12 noon

Promise Keepers:
6:00am

25

26

27

Meals-on-Wheels:
Lisa

Leap 2021:
10am-4pm at
Tarkio UMC
ages 13-18

UMM: 6:00 pm

25

Worship
Schedule

Lent Srv or Online:
5:00pm

Sunday School:
not meeting
In-house Worship:
10:30 am
masks required and
on facebook

Channel 61:
7

4:00pm Tues

Office Hours

Pastor’s Hours

8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs

Tue, Wed, Thur
8am-12pm
or call for appt

Phone:
660-686-3314
umc@fairfaxmo.net
Fax: 660-686-9505

Cell:
417-770-6731

(6’ social distancing)

(during office hours)

Email:
asanders1016
@yahoo.com

Women’s Evening
Edition (WEE)
Not meeting in February

Worship Team
Meeting

Thr., February 4th at 6:00 pm

United Methodist
Men (UMM)
Wed., February 24th at 6:00 pm

February Birthdays
Bruce VanGundy
Scott Swinehart
James Monk
Patty Carr
Kelly Barnes
Jim Davis
Grant Hopkins
Jerry Hall
Judy Holtz
Phil Graves
Cherish Pruett
Mike Monk
Amanda Walker
Rory Hale
Max Hopkins
Tim Oswald
Melvin Rogers
Jim Whittington
Mackenzie Milligan
Jeff Burke
Russ Brown

02/01
02/02
02/03
02/04
02/05
02/05
02/06
02/09
02/10
02/13
02/13
02/14
02/14
02/14
02/17
02/17
02/20
02/20
02/23
02/24
02/26

February
Anniversaries
Roger & Melanie Riley
Kaleb & Ashley Oelze
Harold & Susan Gomel
Tracy & Holly Barnes

02/01
02/11
02/15
02/20

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.

Methodist Church family, I’m so
appreciative of your very generous gift at
Christmas. Thank you much!
Love in Christ, Janet

HOTLINES:
Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ------ 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction -------------- 1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence -------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control --------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline ----- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)
Teen-to-Teen Hotline ------------ (800) TLC-TEEN
---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336
Crisis TEXT Line ----------------------------- 741741
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Serving our church
in February:

Stewardship 2021:
Receipts as of January 29, 2021:
Plate & Electronic Offerings:
Attendance:
Monday through First Sunday
995.00
41
Monday through Second Sunday
2,659.00
39
Monday through Third Sunday
1,824.00
38
Monday through Fourth Sunday
1,427.00
27
Monday through
Fifth Sunday
175.00 so far
Total ‘General’ Offerings:
7,080.00

Altar Flowers ($35):

Bulletins

Feb 12: Jason & Carolyn Hall
Feb 19: Gerry & Mardee Collingham

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
7,290.18
Total Budgeted to date:
10,020.00

Feb 26: Gerry & Mardee Collingham
Communion Steward: Mardee Collingham

(2,505 weekly)c.
Received

($10ea):

Feb 5: Jason & Carolyn Hall

De

SPECIAL OFFERINGS:
Adopt-a-Family
0.00
Altar Flowers
0.00
Backpack Buddies
0.00
Benevolent Fund
0.00
Building Use
200.00
Bulletins
0.00
Cash Back (iGive/UMC Market) 6.18
Festival of Sharing
0.00
Food Pantry
0.00
GHG (formerly FRB)
0.00
Memorials
0.00
Mozambique Initiative:
Loose Change
99.64
Fundraisers
0.00
Sunday School
45.00
Text Sponsor
25.00
Web Site
0.00
Special Sundays:
Human Relations Day
2.00
UMCOR Sunday
0.00
Native American Ministries
0.00
Peace with Justice
0.00
World Communion
0.00
UM Student Day
0.00

John & Sandy Burke
in Memory of
David & Hollis Burke

slickTEXT Sponsors: Danny & Alice Kemerling

Received
To Date

Roger & Suzanne Southard

($25 ea)

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
200.00
0.00
6.18
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

Ushers: _______________________
Website Sponsor

($26.25):

Jason & Carolyn Hall

(Please contact the church office if you can fill
any of the open areas.)

Meals On Wheels

Feb 5—DeAnna
Feb 12—Mardee
Feb 19—Alice
Feb 26—Lisa
(all based on if the Nutrition Center is open)

99.64
0.00
45.00
25.00
0.00

Community Youth Group for 7th-12th Grades:
Wednesdays, 5:30 pm at the Baptist’s Lighthouse
Community Root Group for 4th—6th Grades:
Thursdays, 5:30 pm at the Baptist’s Lighthouse
(both meet Fall/Winter/Spring)

2.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

The Nook:
FYI: we ARE NOT having refreshments
in 'the Nook' during
this Phase 2 of re-opening.

We are not able to do visits
at this time but please be
praying on how you can help
once we start back!

Feel free to bring your own
cup of coffee on Sundays!

Tarkio-Westboro-Fairfax

We will need more
volunteers...please
prayerfully consider if this could be YOU!
Call Lois at 660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040.

Food Pantry

Please drop your items
in the white basket by the west doors!
February Items: Sugar and
Cans of Vegetable Beef Soup

facebook

You can find a link on our church website at:
www.fairfaxumc.net.
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Blessing House

- outside of the Methodist Church !

WE ARE STILL KEEPING THIS STOCKED AND AVAILABLE!
Sharing & showing God’s love for his people!!
What is in the blessing house?
Non-perishable items
Who can access it?
Anyone can access it, at any time.
PLEASE DONATE NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS
When you get your groceries—just remember the Blessing House and pick
up a few extra items to put into the HOUSE...
Thank you all so much!!
You may either put your donations directly into the house or place them
in the elevator foyer on the shelves.

Our House is being used a lot during this time…
especially the beginning of the month
(local Food Pantry isn’t open till last half of month)

—Join (and share) our facebook group — Blessing House Fairfax Missouri FUMC

Address Service Requested
Fairfax United Methodist Church
305 N. Broadway
P.O. Box 318
Fairfax, MO 64446

FEBRUARY 2021
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