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So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your
everyday, ordinary life - your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and
walking-around life - and place it before God as an offering.
Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for
him. 2 Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into
it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll
be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants
from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you,
always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the
best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. 3 I'm speaking
to you out of deep gratitude for all that God has given me, and
especially as I have responsibilities in relation to you. Living then, as
every one of you does, in pure grace, it's important that you not
misinterpret yourselves as people who are bringing this goodness to
God. No, God brings it all to you. The only accurate way to
understand ourselves is by what God is and by what he does for us,
not by what we are and what we do for him.
Romans 12:1-3
Over the last two months, each Sunday we have been looking at what
it means to be a servant of Christ. The servant series is ending next
week with a look at what a servant looks like through the lens of the
wedding feast, Luke 14:1;7-14.
This will take us into our next sermon series of being in the world but
not of the world and we will do this by taking a hard look at the book
of acts. Today what I wanted to look at is two opposing forces that
are constantly at play. I would like to think that it is as simple as the
old cartoons that have the devil on one shoulder and an angel on the
other. This doesn’t seem to be the case any longer, it’s not as cut
and dry as it once seemed to be. Instead it is the world view and the
Christian view with us seemingly stuck in the middle.
What does it mean for us to live as God’s disciples in today’s world
that seems to have blurred so many lines? If we give into an ideal
does it mean that we have conformed to this world? These are great
questions in order to answer these questions we should ask ourselves;
is this going to cause me to discard a basic belief within myself? In
other words, if I choose to act in this way or decide in this way am I
compromising who I am spiritly?
Continued on page 2

Continued from page 1

If we are truly living out our Christian call in the midst of the chaos, then we strive to do right to all
and this means that we must also offer grace and love in instances that maybe we can’t
compromise. Not compromising our beliefs does not mean that we don’t understand. There seems
to be no easy answers left for us in this world but God always gives us the answers when we seek
him. In all things continue to seek him to find that we are on the right course.
Our church is one with a proud heritage of a close knit family atmosphere, inviting all those that
come into our doors. I am sure that we will continue into the future as a church that hold firm to
our Christian truths all the while learning how to navigate the waters of today without being
compromised as to who we are. That is why I think this next sermon series is so important as we
look at the early church ideals, beliefs and the way that they chartered uncertain waters to build
the church upon the corner stone of Jesus Christ. Come join us if you are able so that we can
glimpse into the past to see what the future may hold for us. May the love, grace and peace of
Jesus Christ be with each of you.

Rally Day

BACKP

Sunday, September 11, our kids/youth Sunday School will start back up!!
Breakfast will be served to the children and youth classes at 9:30 am.
Mission projects for the Loose Change offering will be decided.

ACKS

Blessing of the back packs will take place during worship the same day.

BREAKFAST

Additional activities may be planned and will be communicated through the bulletin and emails.

Juda House
Our church will serve the evening meal at Juda House
in St. Joseph on Sunday, September 18th.
Jayne Martin and Lois Wiley are organizing this.
Please contact one of them if you are able to help
with food or as servers.
(pictured: previous helpers)

Charge Conference
The theme for this year’s learning time will
be based on the Conference’s campaign,
“We Are More”...How is our church more
than a building, more than worship, more
than the issues dividing us?
Fairfax UMC’s Cluster Charge Conference
is Sun., September 25th at Maryville UMC
from 2:00-3:30 pm.
Please see Pastor Andrew or the church
office if your committee needs to complete
a form.

Fairfax UMC’s float . . .

Thank you to all who helped with the float
and with the UMM rides!

Many of the children that receive free or reduced-price lunches
at school spend long, hungry hours trying to get through weekends, when meals may not be available.
Each child enrolled in Backpack Buddies, the supplemental weekend feeding program of Second Harvest Community Food Bank,
receives a healthy breakfast, a healthy lunch and a healthy snack
each weekend during the school year.
For the 2015-16 school year, there were over 3,700 children from
18 counties and over 50 schools, Head Start or after-school programs participating in Backpack Buddies.
The Backpack Buddies program needs YOU in order to serve healthy foods to community children every
weekend. It costs only $150 to support a child for a full year in the Backpack Buddies program.
Please donate in one of two ways:
1. Donate by check made payable to Second Harvest, please write “Fairfax MO Backpack Buddies” on
the memo line and mail your donation to:
Second Harvest Community Food Bank, 915 Douglas Street, St. Joseph, MO 64505
2. Make check payable to Fairfax UMC and memo it “BackPack Buddies” and drop off at the church or
mail to: Fairfax UMC, PO Box 318, Fairfax MO 64446. We will forward on to Second Harvest.
(if you make your check out to Second Harvest and can’t find their address, don’t worry. Just give
your check to Fairfax UMC and we will get it sent to them.)
**Total of children participating at Fairfax R-3 is still being figured. Keep watch for total needed.
HOW CAN WE HELP VICTIMS OF THE FLOODING IN LOUISIANA AND MISSISSIPPI?
Greg Forrester, UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response executive urged all people of goodwill who want to
help in Louisiana and Mississippi “Do not self-deploy. You mean to help, but at this stage your
presence could unintentionally become an obstacle,” he said. He also urged people not to send
unsolicited aid, such as clothing. “The best ways to help is to support the UMCOR U.S. Disaster
Response Advance, #901670, with your donations,” he stated. “This will allow us to assist the most
vulnerable communities in need because of this and other disasters.”
Your gift to UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response, Advance #901670 will help UMCOR respond to this and
other disasters across the United States.
YOU MAY DONATE ONLINE AT http://www.umcor.org/ or send a check to UMCOR at P.O. Box 9068
New York, NY, 10087. Be sure to use the Advance #901670. Or you may make a donation at church,
payable to FUMC, memo it ‘flooding’, and Fairfax UMC will mail in the total collected.

Cornerstone: Nov. 16, 1916
100 years!
The date for our celebration is

November 13,2016.

T-Shirts for our 100th Anniversary!
(see the pictures below. Inset shows the back)

We currently have in the office, these shirts available for purchase:
T-Shirt, short sleeved: Medium (2). $15 ea.
T-Shirt, short sleeved w/ pocket: XL (1) and XLT (1). $20 ea.
Baseball: XL (1). $20
Hoodie: Medium (1). $32
Sweatshirt: Medium (1). $28
Youth T-Shirt, short sleeved: Small (1), Medium (1) and Large (1). $15 ea.
Stop by the church office during office hours, M-Th 8-12, or on Sundays to purchase one!
If we don’t have what you need...we can order any of these styles in any size at any time!
Prices range from $15 - $34. Church Office: 660-686-3314.
**We hosted a Birthday Party, that followed our Welcome Dinner for Pastor Andrew and his family,
on July 31st. Pictured upper left: Jaycee Graves won the kid’s bubble blowing contest. Pictured
upper right: Drew Sanders and Pam Davis show their month’s
artwork—September. (Each month made artwork!) Pictured bottom
right: Pastor Andrew won second place in the adult bubble blowing
contest. Jim Davis was the winner. Pictured Center: Oldest, K.R.
Pennel and youngest, Joaquin Hill.
Pictured lower
left: we had a
great turnout!

Revive Our Hearts presents Cry Out!— a FREE simulcast prayer event for women.
On Friday evening, September 23, hundreds of thousands of women will gather in thousands of
locations to seek the Lord together . . . for such a time as this!
What could be more vital at this critical time, than for women to get on their knees—together—to
cry out to the Lord for mercy and intervention in our world, our nation, our churches, our cities,
and our homes.
Experience the power and joy of corporate prayer as together we cry out to God to do in us and in
our nation what no man-made effort can accomplish.
 We will begin promptly at 6:00 pm.
 Our prayer emphasis will focus on five key areas: personal, families, churches, our nation,
and the world.
 Each segment will feature a different leader(s) and will include Scripture reading, a short
devotional focus, corporate interactive prayer, and worship.
 The evening will originate from the True Woman ’16 Conference in Indianapolis and will be
hosted by Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth and Bob Bakke.
WHEN: Friday, September 23, 2016 from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
WHERE: Fairfax UMC, 305 N Broadway, Fairfax, MO 64446

BBQ for Fair Haven Residents
The Fairfax UMC Ministry team will be serving a barbecue
at the Fairfax Housing apartments on
Saturday evening, September 24, at 5:00 pm.
All church members are invited to attend and enjoy an
evening of fellowship. Volunteers to help prepare food,
set up or serve are needed. Contact Amy Sefrit or
Lois Wiley if you can be a volunteer.

The church
office will
be closed
Monday,
September 5th
for
Labor Day

Festival of Sharing Theme: Share the Light. Festival of Sharing has
been sharing the light of hope and love for 35 years. “In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven” Matthew 5:16

Reminder that the deadline for shoes, glasses and kits is
Sunday, September 18th. You can continue to donate any of
these items until then. The following week everything collected
will be taken to Cameron and then sent on to Sedalia for the
Festival of Sharing. Thank you for being so generous but know
we can do even more!!

Month of May: Missouri Youth Personal Care Pack
One youth resource center uses the packs to help kids that have no money and no resources but
want to finish high school.
May 1: 1 chap stick, 1 washcloth & 1 fleece throw
May 8: 3 ink pens, 1 travel shampoo & 1 travel conditioner
May 15: 1-3oz bottle of hand sanitizer & 1 deodorant
May 22: 1 journal & 1 box medicated facial cleansing pads such as Stridex
May 29: 1 toothbrush, 1 travel size toothpaste & 1 travel size lotion.
These items will be placed in solid colored drawstring bags approximately 17” x 24” which you may
provide or some will be available at the church.
Month of June: Hygiene Kits
These kits are often used by relief agencies following floods.
June 5: 1 hand towel approx 16”x28” & 1 washcloth
June 12: 1 nail clippers & 6 standard size Band-Aids
June 19: 1 bar of soap bath size in package
June 26: 1 toothbrush in original package & 1 wide tooth comb
Month of July: School Kits
One agency distributed school kits following a series of tornados in Alabama.
July 3:

1 pair of blunt metal scissors with rounded tip & 1 large eraser

July 10: 3 - 70 count spiral notebooks or notebooks totaling 200-210 pages (no loose-leaf or filler paper)
July 17: 1 - 30 cm ruler (12 inch) & 6 new pencils with erasers
July 24: 1 hand held pencil sharpener & 1 box of 24 crayons
July 31: 1 - 12x14 up to 14x17 finished size cotton or light-weight plain colored canvas bag
with cloth handles
Month of August: Missouri Paper Products Pack
In 2015 the Festival had requests for 6,020 paper product packs. They were able to hand out 830. These
items are desperately needed because people cannot buy paper products with food stamps.
August 7: 3 packages toilet paper with 4 double rolls each
August 14: no items…Worship-in-the-Park Sunday
August 21: 2 rolls paper towels of good quality
August 28: 2 facial tissues (the large rectangular boxes)
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SUNDAY
Worship
Schedule
Sunday School:
9:30 am
Worship:
10:30am
Channel 61:
4:00pm Tues
4

MONDAY
Pastor’s Hours
Tues & Thurs
8:00 am—12:00 pm
417-770-6731 (cell)
736-5823 (home)
fairfaxumc@
fairfaxmo.net
5

TUESDAY

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491
Cell: 417-770-6731

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

Office Hours
8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs
660-686-3314
umc@fairfaxmo.net
Fax: 660-686-9505

6

7
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
PPRC: 6:00pm
Ministry: 7:00pm

8

9

10
Seenagers: 6:00pm
at church for
potluck & games

Office Closed

11
Rally Sunday: first
day of Sunday
School w/ brkfst &
blessing of
backpacks

12

13
Church Council:
7:00pm

14
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
W.E.E.: 6:30pm

15

16

17

18
Juda House:
serving a meal at
5:00pm

19

20

21
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

22

23
Cry Out ‘16: FREE

24
BBQ at Fair Haven
for the residents
5:00pm

28
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
UMM: 6:00pm

29

25
26
Charge Conference Deadline:
@ Maryville UMC
October
2:00pm
Newsletter

27

Women’s Simulcast

6-9pm

30

Wed., September 14th at 6:30pm

United
Methodist Men

Wed., September 28th, 6:00 pm.

September Birthdays
Rose Adamson
Tabitha Wintz
Jax Peregrine
Harry Combs
Patty Kemerling
Randall Sly
Melissia Hecker
Donna Ray
Jenea' Salmond
Melanie Riley
Dave Kemerling
Kaylyn Sander
Pam Davis
Dustin Graves
Dennis Bowlin
Alice Kemerling
Janet Morton
Michael Graves

09/01
09/08
09/08
09/10
09/10
09/11
09/12
09/12
09/13
09/16
09/17
09/17
09/22
09/23
09/25
09/27
09/29
09/29

September
Anniversaries
Scott & Holly Swinehart
Jim & Judy Holtz
K.R. & Mary Anne Pennel
John & Whitney Gilbert
Gregg & Lori Smith
Mike & Pam Monk

09/01
09/03
09/06
09/24
09/27
09/29

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.

given
eryone who has
Thank You to ev
!!
ival of Sharing
ing
towards the Fest
erous in your giv
en
g
so
en
be
ve
You ha
ly kits!!
es, or the month
ss
la
eg
ey
s,
oe
sh
of

Thank You to all who he
lped with the
Fairfax UMC projects fo
r the Fairfax
Fair! The float and the
UMM rides
could not have happened
without all
of you!

Thank You

Women’s
Evening Edition

HOTLINES:
Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ------ 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction --------------- 1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence -------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control--------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline ---- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)

Serving our church
in September:

Stewardship 2016:
Receipts as of August 30, 2016:
Plate
Offerings: First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Total Offerings:

1,130.00
135.00
3,366.25
2,200.00
6,831.25

Sunday
Attendance: 43
51
54
-

Received
in Month
0.00
0.00
0.00
30.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
82.97
0.00
20.00
32.51
50.00

Received
To Date
280.00
0.00
175.00
370.00
706.00
0.00
0.00
400.00
548.52
1103.39
160.00
414.45
185.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

39.00
530.00
125.00
36.00
0.00
0.00

Special Offerings:
Altar Flowers
Back Pack Buddies
Building Use
Bulletins
Church Camp/Mission
Festival of Sharing
Food Pantry
FRB
Loose Change
Misc. Income
Roof
Sunday School
Web Site
Special Sundays:
Human Relations Day
One Great Hour of Sharing
Native American Ministries
Peace with Justice
World Communion
UM Student Day

Acolyte: the children
Ushers: Ernie Hafner and Gerry Collingham
Communion Steward: Jim Ball
Altar Flowers: Ronnie & Jayne Martin
in memory of James R & Betty J Sly
Liturgist: Roger Southard
Bulletins: Sep. 4 - Connie Dunkle
Sep. 11 Sep. 18 Sep. 25 Web Site Sponsor: Darrell & Lois Wiley
(We still have open areas on the 2016 sign-up
sheets...you may call the church office to get
signed up. 686-3314)

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
69,264.53
Needed to Date Total Income:
94,080.00
(2,688 per week)

Seenagers
Meeting Saturday, Sept 10th
at 6 pm. We will have a
potluck at church along with
games afterwards.
-Mardee

September 23

We do evening visits once a
week or no less than twice a
month. If you feel led to help
or have more questions, please
contact Lois 660-736-4965 or
660-623-0040.

facebook

You can find a link on our church
website at: www.fairfaxumc.net.

August Thanks ~ 2016

Dear Friends in Fairfax,

“Somewhere in the Middle” aptly describes MKs as they are transitioning from their host countries to
life in the U.S. One of our recent Transition Seminar guys posted this poem (by Ijeoma Umebinyuo):

Diaspora blues
So,
here you are,
too foreign for home
too foreign for here.
never enough for both.
“Somewhere in the Middle” is a powerful song by Casting Crowns. We are all “somewhere in the middle” in different ways! I’ll talk more about this in my email update.
Thank you for your prayers for MKs like the young man above and the other young people who are beginning a new life here in the U.S. The Transition Seminar went well ~ we could feel your prayers!
Your partnership makes it possible for me to participate and to help pour into these lives for two
weeks. I look forward to visiting some of them on their campuses after school starts in the fall!
“Somewhere in the Middle,”

~ Judy Keith
Mu Kappa Regional Representative, 1301 E. 123rd Terr. #C, Olathe, KS 66061, www.barnabas.org
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