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Genesis 1:26
Then God said, “Let Us make humanity in Our image,
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
As we have spent more time indoors this year than many of the past
years I have noticed a couple things. The observation that I wanted to
share with you today is the way that my animals are acting during this
time. Many of you know that I have a small farm that includes three
rabbits, thirteen chickens, a dog and a parrot. Over the last few
months I have noticed a change in their behavior. The rabbits now run
up to me when they see me, lowering their heads waiting to be petted.
Bubbles our dog runs around and barks excitedly when we get her food
out. Sunny, my parrot calls out and dances anytime she thinks I can
hear her. The chickens when I approach them, whether inside their
coop or running around the yard, they bow down, heads lowered,
wings slightly spread from their bodies, all in quiet submission.
I looked at the chicken’s actions, thinking that they may have felt I
was a predator. The chickens act in this manner, according to “google”,
because of submission to other chickens higher in the pecking order
from themselves. Julie of course took a moment to let me know that
this means I am the “head chicken.” She of course meant it to be
funny, I accept that name in this instance with honor. The reason why I
take “head chicken” as an honorable name, in this situation is because
each of the animals in my care I believe, know me as a caring faithful
provider that has their best interest at heart. Over the time that I
have spent with them they have trusted that I am here to care for
them. During this time in our history I spent extra time with them.
I believe that we have a God that has established us to have a
relationship with all of creation. It is through our care of creation that
we begin to build bonds of trust. I point to my animals as examples of
what we can do in creation by just investing a little of ourselves. I
think that we can take this as an example of our own walk with God.
The more time that we spend with our provider, we submit. Differing
from animals, in submission we naturally learn from our provider. As
we continue to submit we begin to take on the gentle nature of Christ.
Through submission we become more Christ like becoming meek and
grace filled, lifting each other up and seeking peaceful ways in which
to live in harmony with one another. ◼
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TITHES & OFFERINGS
Yes, we are having an in-house services now,
however, some of you may not feel comfortable
being in groups yet, so please continue to give
by one of our other means...
You can mail to: PO Box 318, Fairfax MO 64446
or drop your check off at Farmers State Bank—made
out to Fairfax UMC;
or use our GivePlus+ mobile app (see below)
Also: don’t forget to give towards our loose change
campaign...Youth Missions (Chokwe UMC)

Apps make life easier.
With GivePlus Church,
our mobile giving app,
you can make giving easier. Download the app to
your phone to be able to give anytime, anywhere!
Give to any of our church funds:
General
Camp
Memorial
Altar Flowers
Bulletins
Website
Special Sundays
Benevolent
Text Spnsr
Backpack Buddies Youth Missions (Chokwe UMC)
xx
You can also choose whether to donate as a guest,
or you can set up an account that will allow you to
conveniently schedule and manage recurring
donations, store bank account information

Church Finance Report
for August 2020
Expenses:
Administrative/Office: ....... $

461.06

Finance .......................... $

125.00

Misc. ............................. $

0.00

Nurture .......................... $

269.17

Outreach/Witness: ........... $

150.00

Staff Salaries: .................. $

6,083.96

Trustees: ........................ $

1,060.18

Worship: ........................ $

77.91

Total Expenses:

$

8,227.28

Total Income:

$

9,579.00

August Difference:

$

1,351.72

Nine (9) Fairfax children have signed up for
the 2020-2021 school year!
It costs $175 to support one child for a full
year in the Backpack Buddies program…
but ANY SIZE DONATION IS WELCOME!
How to Donate - 3 easy steps:
1. Check made payable to Second Harvest
Community Food Bank
2. Please put ‘Fairfax MO Backpack Buddies’
on the memo line
3. Mail your donation to: Second Harvest
Community Food Bank,
915 Douglas Street, St. Joseph, MO 64505
(Church members may also give donations
on Sunday’s and we will mail the funds
to Second Harvest. Just make sure to
memo them Backpack Buddies.)

Don’t forget…
October is
Pastor Appreciation Month!!
Choir—
Fairfax UMC
NO PRACTICES
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Rightnow Media
Reminder: We as a church have partnered with
RightNow Media to offer you Christian tools and
content for use in your homes.
You have invested in your church by your
prayers, presence and gifts,
as a church we would like to invest in you.
Just type in this web address to set up an account
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/
Invite/FairfaxUMC
It is our hope that this tool can be used to further disciple you and your families!
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Steps for God
Our Fairfax UMC will be starting a new ministry in October called ‘Steps for God’.
Volunteers will be walking designated areas of Fairfax stopping in front of each home
to offer a short prayer and leaving a door hanger that will contain our church’s contact
information. The prayer will be a simple one such as: Lord, please bless this home,
please bless this family, and if they need any help, send them to us.
If you would like to volunteer to be a prayer walker please call 686-3314 & leave
your name at the church office, or email the church office, umc@fairfaxmo.net.
We also want to invite our Youth to help us out! Prayer walkers will gather at the
church at 5:00 pm Sunday, October 4th to be assigned to a section of town as pairs & individuals
(or small groups if we have enough volunteers). At 6:00 pm all will return to the church for
snacks, prayer and discussion. The ministry team would like this to continue on a quarterly basis
but will be open to changes as we learn from our first outing.

Dear Friends in Fairfax,
Sometimes it’s really hard to see things outside the “tunnel,” isn’t it?
All we can seem to see or focus on is our immediate situation and
circumstances ~ which can be daunting if not overwhelming!
Transition can feel like a “never-ending” tunnel! We all go through
transitions of various kinds. But the huge, really significant transitions can
become immobilizing if not navigated well. As my dear friend, Donna
Cole, states, “Transitions are the tunnels that connect the castles of
life. They are intended to be traveled through, not lived in.”
Many of my MK friends move so often that they do actually feel like “transition” is a way of life ~ they
live in it instead of traveling through it! The goal of the summer Transition Seminars and MuKappa
Chapters is to offer community and tools to equip MKs in navigating the “Transition Tunnel” as they
begin life in the U.S.
Does it make a difference? Lillia (Morocco/LeTourneau) definitely thinks so! “I love MuKappa because
it's my family away from my family. People know what I'm going through, been through the same things
I would highly recommend it to all TCKs.”
Thanks so much for your support and prayers, as we encourage these young folks through “tunnel vision”!

~ Judy Keith
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Women’s Evening Edition
WEE met September 09, 2020 at 6:30 PM at the Fairfax UMC.
President, Amy Sefrit, called the meeting to order. The group read a unison prayer, praying to open
our eyes to see the activity of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
Those present were Suzanne Southard, Alice Kemerling, Amy Sefrit and Betty Allen.
Amy lead the devotion by directing our attention to RightNow media which is available to all church
members to use for study and reflection (see page 2). She showed us how to navigate the site and
pointed out sections that might benefit us. She also discussed “Crossing Waters” by Leslie Fields and
discussed Suicide Prevention to coincide with Suicide Prevention Month. She encouraged us to be
aware of people’s mental health and their needs and to reach out to them. Amy also mentioned a
recommendation from Darla Harbin on this website. “The Struggle is Real” by Nicole Unice (found under women’s studies).
Betty Allen read the minutes of our July meeting and they were approved. There was no treasurer’s
report in the absence of Sandy.
The group discussed our organization and activities moving forward. It was moved and seconded that
we table our Benefit Auction, normally held in the fall until Spring or beyond. We also agreed to brainstorm other ways to reach out to our community and we also decided to not meet until January 2021.
Amy mentioned that we are always in need of items for the Blessing House and encouraged us to keep
that in mind when we shop. She also mentioned that per Barbara Jones that the Food Pantry is needing
laundry detergent. We thank Barbara & Bob Jones for their mission as they transport our givings to the
Food Pantry in Tarkio. Can leave laundry detergent in box by west door of church.
We discussed the end of year giving to UMCOR, Atchison County Salvation Army, C.A.R.E and Pastor’s
Christmas. We voted to give our last year’s giving to these again in November 2020. Amy will direct
Sandy Burks, treasurer, to make sure these groups are supported.
We lifted up prayer concerns to those who are in need and we concluded with saying The Lord’s Prayer
together.
Again, WEE will not meet again until January 2021.
Respectfully Submitted,
Betty Allen, Secretary

Charge
Conference
(Virtual)
EVERYONE who wishes
to attend the
‘Virtual’ Charge Conference
Sunday, October 4th at
2:00 pm
needs to register!
The District Office will send
out a link, to all the emails
used during registering,
closer to the day/time of
Charge Conference.
Contact the church office if
you need help registering.

World Communion Sunday:
October 4
Will you give generously on World Communion
Sunday to make education and vocational impact
possible for more students? Will you equip gifted
and qualified students from around the globe to
become the world-changers God created them to
be? Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most
powerful weapon you can use to change the
world.” And because the people of The United
Methodist Church believe that all of God’s
children have been created and gifted to build
the kingdom Jesus ushered in, we’re resourcing
them to do just that. Because of your giving on World Communion
Sunday, the most powerful tool to change the world is in more
hands.
Multiple ways to Give:
at church on Sundays; mail in your donation;
or use our Give+ app and select Special Sundays.
(Checks made payable to Fairfax UMC, memo-WCS). Thank You!
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Psalm 23

NIV

The Lord is my Pace Setter

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.

The Lord is my pace setter…I shall not rush.

He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.

He makes me stop for quiet intervals. He provides me with images of stillness which restore my serenity.

He guides me in paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake.

He leads me in the way of efficiency through calmness of mind
and his guidance is peace.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

Even though I have a great many things to accomplish each day,
I will not fret, for his presence is here. His timelessness, his all
importance will keep me in balance.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of
my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup
overflows.

He prepares refreshment and renewal in the midst of my activity
by anointing my mind with his oils of tranquility. My cup of
joyous energy overflows.

Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days
of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.”

Truly harmony and effectiveness shall be the fruits of my hours
for I shall walk in the pace of my Lord and dwell in his house
forever.
-Toki Miyashina
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WELCOME BACK
EVENT
Pastor Andrew, Julie, Destiny, and Drew
were the guests of honor at a
‘Welcome Back’ event sponsored by
the UMC PPR Committee.
Twenty members of the church family
were present for the ‘brown bag’ supper,
games, and fellowship on August 30, 2020
in the church’s backyard.
God blessed us with a beautiful evening
for lots of laughs and
much visiting.
WELCOME BACK,
PASTOR ANDREW!

Festival of Sharing
Thank you all for donating!!
We collected:
20 Missouri Blankets
1 Missouri Blankets of Love
12 Missouri Student Dental Packs
18 Missouri Reading & Writing Packs
10 Eyeglasses
Cash Donations:
$225 CWS Emergency Flood Clean-Up Buckets
$50 Women’s Prison Ministries
$100 Where Needed Most
TOTAL VALUE of all cash and non-cash gifts: $1,037.00
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305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318,
Fairfax, MO 64446
www.fairfaxumc.net - 660-686-3314

Pastor Andrew Sanders

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491 - Cell: 417-770-6731

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Reminder: we
don’t know
when the
schedule may
change—
keep watch on
facebook and
emails or texts
for updates

Worship
Schedule

Office Hours

Pastor’s Hours

8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs

Tues & Thurs
(call Pastor)

Sunday School:
9:30 am
In-house Worship:
10:30 am
masks optional and
LIVE on facebook
Channel 61:
4:00pm Tues

2020

OCTOBER

Fairfax UMC

(6’ social distancing)

Phone:
660-686-3314
umc@fairfaxmo.net
Fax: 660-686-9505

THURSDAY
1

FRIDAY

2

Office Closed

Meals-on-Wheels:
DeAnna

8

9

SATURDAY

3

417-770-6731 (cell)
asanders1016@
yahoo.com

(during office hours)

4

5

6

7

Kiwanis: 12 noon

Promise Keepers:
6:00am

13

14

IN-HOUSE worship Office Closed
10:30 am (masks

Kiwanis: 12 noon

Promise Keepers:
6:00am

18

20

21

Kiwanis: 12 noon

Promise Keepers:
6:00am

IN-HOUSE worship
10:30 am (masks
optional, restrictions)
LIVE on facebook

10

Meals-on-Wheels:
Mardee

World Communion
Sunday (observed
with special offering)
Steps for God: 5pm
meet @ church

11

12 Columbus Day

optional, restrictions)
LIVE on facebook

19

IN-HOUSE worship Newsletter
10:30 am (masks
Deadline: NOV
optional, restrictions)
LIVE on facebook

25
26
IN-HOUSE worship
10:30 am (masks
optional, restrictions)
LIVE on facebook

15

16

17

Meals-on-Wheels:
Alice

22

23

24

Meals-on-Wheels:
Amy

UMM: 6:00 pm

27
Kiwanis: 12 noon

28
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
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29

30
Meals-on-Wheels:
Suzanne

31

Women’s Evening
Edition (WEE)

United Methodist MEn
Wed., Oct. 28th at 6:00 pm

NOT MEETING until January 2021

October Birthdays
Bob Sefrit
Lois Wiley
Jack Fries
Tyler Brown
Kattie Beck
Roger Pennel
James Bennett
Robin Lewis
Carrie Bradfield
Ed Taylor
Harold Gomel
Haley Shepard
Susan Gomel
Andrew Sanders
Brandee Graves
Jason Kemerling
Caleb Morris
Reed Smith
Jesse Graves
Jaycee Graves
K.R. Pennel
Suzanne Southard
Darrell Wiley
Kasie Hawkins
Cory Bungenstock
Trevor Brown
Leslie Smith
Joann Whittington
Mardee Collingham

10/01
10/03
10/05
10/06
10/06
10/06
10/06
10/07
10/08
10/10
10/12
10/13
10/15
10/16
10/17
10/17
10/18
10/19
10/19
10/19
10/20
10/21
10/22
10/23
10/27
10/29
10/30
10/31
10/31

October
Anniversaries
Lelan & Andrea Hall
Zach & Aleesha Lemar

10/07
10/26

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.

HOTLINES:
Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ------ 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction -------------- 1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence -------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control --------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline ----- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)
Teen-to-Teen Hotline ------------ (800) TLC-TEEN
---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336
Crisis TEXT Line ----------------------------- 741741
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Serving our church
in October:

Stewardship 2020:
Receipts as of September 23, 2020:
Plate & Electronic Offerings:
Attendance:
Monday through First Sunday
2,368.00
35
Monday through Second Sunday
1,737.00
36
Monday through Third Sunday
2,512.00
43
Monday through Fourth Sunday
Monday through
Fifth Sunday
Total ‘General’ Offerings:
6,617.00

Altar Flowers ($35): Mark & Jane Hausman
in memory of
Wayne & Jean Schooler
Website Sponsor

($26.25):

Melvin & Karen Rogers

slickTEXT Sponsors: _______________________
_______________________

De

($25 ea)

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
77,900.59
Total Budgeted to date:
98,382.00

Ushers: __________________________________
(Please contact the church office if you can fill
any of the open areas.)

(2,589 weekly)c.
Received

SPECIAL OFFERINGS:
Altar Flowers
Benevolent Fund
Building Use
Bulletins
Festival of Sharing
Food Pantry
GHG (formerly FRB)
Memorials
Mozambique Initiative:
Loose Change

Fundraisers
Sunday School
Text Sponsor
Web Site
Special Sundays:
Human Relations Day
UMCOR Sunday
Native American Ministries
Peace with Justice
World Communion
UM Student Day

Received
To Date

35.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
305.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

280.00
1,400.00
20.00
140.00
375.00
19.80
0.00
720.00

46.87
0.00
40.00
25.00
30.00

815.04
338.85
309.55
225.00
239.50

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

85.00
250.00
100.00
100.00
0.00
0.00

At The Time of Printing…
we are still not having Bulletins or
using a Scripture Reader
Thank you everyone!
- Darla

Meals On Wheels

Ok troops, get your boots on!!- regular schedule
resumes for Meal deliveries in October!
Oct 2-DeAnna
Oct 9-Mardee
Oct 16-Alice
Oct 23-Amy
Oct 30-Suzanne
Thank you for stepping up to help!!

The Nook:
FYI: we ARE NOT having refreshments
in 'the Nook' during
this Phase 2 of re-opening.

We are not able to do visits
at this time but please be
praying on how you can help
once we start back!

Feel free to bring your own
cup of coffee on Sundays!

Tarkio-Westboro-Fairfax

We will need more volunteers...please prayerfully
consider if this could be YOU!
Call Lois at 660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040.

Food Pantry

Our Food Pantry box, inside the west sanctuary
doors, is back in business!
October Items are:
Laundry Detergent
Lotion
Kleenex
Toilet Paper

facebook

You can find a link on our church website at:
www.fairfaxumc.net.
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Blessing House

- outside of the Methodist Church !

WE ARE STILL KEEPING THIS STOCKED AND AVAILABLE!
Sharing & showing God’s love for his people!!

Our House is being used a lot during this time…
especially the beginning of the month
(local Food Pantry isn’t open till last half of month)
PLEASE DONATE NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS
When you have to go out shopping—just remember the Blessing House
and try to pick up a few items to put into the HOUSE...
Thank you all so much!!
You may either put your donations directly into the house or
place them in the elevator foyer on the shelves.
If you can’t get into the church just drop off your items behind the pillars on the west steps.

What is in the blessing house? Non-perishable items
Who can access it? Anyone can access it, at any time.
It’s for anyone to receive non-perishable items when there is a need of any kind!

—Join (and share) our facebook group — Blessing House Fairfax Missouri FUMC

Address Service Requested
Fairfax United Methodist Church
305 N. Broadway
P.O. Box 318
Fairfax, MO 64446

OCTOBER 2020

FAIRFAX MESSENGER
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