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We begin the third month in the calendar year 2016. Time is going
incredibly fast it seems. I would say that March will not be a slower
time as we continue our “Journey to the Unknown” by finding
“A Way Through the Wilderness”.

Website: www.fairfaxumc.net

All of this leads me to re look at the prophets from the Old Testament
and their words, what is often called the “prophetic voice.” What it is
about a prophetic voice that most of us really do not care for; why do
we turn off our ears when it begins? I would suggest that the issue with
hearing a prophetic voice is that it is always aimed at the people who
feel they have somehow attained righteousness. That would be
inclusive of me (definitely) and possibly you.

Sunday Worship:

Hear the first words found in Isaiah (as paraphrased in
“The Message”):
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“The vision that Isaiah son of Amoz saw regarding Judah
and Jerusalem during the times of the kings of Judah:
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah.
2-4

Wednesdays:
Promise Keepers - 6:00 am
Pastor Roger Cary
Pastor’s Hours: 8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs
Fri: by appt
Study: 660-686-3314
Cell: 660-623-0427
Email: fairfaxumc@fairfaxmo.net
Mailing Address: Pastor Roger Cary
PO Box 308
Fairfax, MO 64446

Heaven and earth, you’re the jury.
Listen to GOD’s case:
“I had children and raised them well,
and they turned on me.
The ox knows who’s boss,
the mule knows the hand that feeds him,
But not Israel.
My people don’t know up from down.
Shame! Misguided GOD-dropouts,
staggering under their guilt-baggage,
Gang of miscreants,
band of vandals—
My people have walked out on me, their GOD,
turned their backs on The Holy of Israel,
walked off and never looked back.”
Because they failed to listen to Isaiah (who was taken captive also) the
Hebrew people were taken captive into a wilderness not of their
making. Jeremiah, the prophet that remained in Israel, tells those who
were left behind:
Continued on page 2

Continued from page 1

“Hear GOD’s Message, House of Jacob!
Yes, you—House of Israel!
GOD’s Message: “What did your ancestors find fault with in me
that they drifted so far from me,
Took up with Sir Windbag
and turned into windbags themselves?
It never occurred to them to say, ‘Where’s GOD,
the God who got us out of Egypt,
Who took care of us through thick and thin, those rough-and-tumble
wilderness years of parched deserts and death valleys,
A land that no one who enters comes out of,
a cruel, inhospitable land?”
And so, the people who have been taken captive and those left find themselves facing tough times.
And like so many, their immediate answer is to destroy the prophets. Of course we don’t want to be
confronted with our own transgressions, but the prophetic voice always begins with our own failings
and almost blasphemous rantings. Yet, the voice never remains silent because in the end both speak
of the restoration of God’s people; of you and of me. The major event that differentiates the times is
who restores the people.
For Israel it would be the ruler of a foreign land. For us it is Jesus. Today I want to suggest that even
as we continue in the wilderness we never lose sight of the one who is our redemption,
who because of God raising him from the grave, is our Lord. Amen.
Services in LentSunday, March 6, 2016 “Walking with God in the Wilderness”
Sunday, March 13, 2016 “Avoiding Wrong Turns in the Wilderness”
Sunday, March 20, 2016 “Coming Out of the Wilderness” (Palm/Passion Sunday)
Thursday, March 24, 2016—6:00 PM—“The Darkest Night” (Maundy Thursday)
Friday, March 25, 2016—12:00 PM (Noon)—Good Friday Community Service @ FUMC
(Rev. Dr. Andy Braams preaching)
Sunday, March 27, 2016—7:30 AM—Community Sunrise Service @ Presbyterian Church,
breakfast to follow. (Pastor Roger Cary preaching)
10:30 AM—Resurrection Sunday/Easter @ FUMC “Joy in the New Birth”

MESSAGE from the Finance Committee
Jesus said in Luke 6:38, “Give, and it shall be given unto you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your laps.
For with the same measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
Due to your generous giving at the end of 2015, Fairfax UMC was able to meet all financial obligations.
However, the weekly offerings since then have not been enough to pay our weekly bills. We hate to
have to start asking you to reach deep into your pockets and give more, but reality is reality. Please
prayerfully consider the verse from Luke (above) and the following tale, and allow God to impress
upon your heart when you decide what to give.
When a father gave his son his weekly allowance of ten dimes, the father told the son that he only had
to give Jesus one of the ten dimes. The little boy replied, “Poor Jesus”. We pray that you take on the
same unselfish attitude as this young lad when you give your offering to the Lord.

Cornerstone: Nov. 16, 1916
100 years!
The date for our celebration is

November 13,2016. Please save the date.

Centennial committee met February 7th 2016 after the Soup Dinner. Present: Jean Schooler,
Ernie & Nancy Hafner, Ed & Sara Taylor, Jayne Martin, Jim & Garrett Ball, Bob & Amy Sefrit,
Danny & Alice Kemerling.
Jayne Martin presented picture and info for t-shirts, after discussion it was decided to go ahead with
the design as amended. Jayne will be in charge of t-shirt sales and distribution.
Jean Schooler brought a picture of showing one of the original posts at the bottom of the front steps,
Jayne's grandmother Sly was in the picture.
Darla can scan all pictures we receive and make them into a power point and put them on a disk for
viewing. We agreed that the CD of pictures be ready by November 13th and we have copies available
at no charge.
Discussion of memorials, Jim Ball will check with Walnut shop on cost of plaque for name plates. Jim
also suggested planting a tree on the church property for the centennial. Jim will gather more info
on type of tree and where it could be planted.
Need to research cost of projection system for basement and upgrade screen in sanctuary, Danny will
talk to Charla.
Amy Sefrit will be in charge of contacting former pastors and or families.
Need to think of ways to involve community and young people. Consensus that we will need a float in
the Fairfax Fair parade.
Committee met again following the Ash Wednesday service.
Amy had categorized pictures we have received to date and the committee reviewed them.
A Lords Acre Day was briefly discussed. We need to be thinking of a date. If we go with October we
may be getting into harvest. Since this is not a tradition in the community we may need to have this
another month, July or September??? Think about it for further discussion.
Lois Wiley reported the book Mardee Collingham has from her home church cost $400.00 for 50
books. 50 pages and they sold them for 10.00 each.
Next meeting will be Feb. 22nd at 5:00pm (Please note…this is not a closed committee. Everyone is
welcome; just call Danny to find out when the next meeting will be!)
**We are still looking for: pictures of the interior of the church before 1950. AND pictures of
weddings that have been held in the church since 1916. We would like to make a DVD of those
pictures. Please contact the church office if you have any pictures we can use. Darla will scan them
in and give them right back to you!

We’ll be having a Trivia game later in the year with our tidbits of church history…
Church History: Did You Know….?
When the ladies served March Kiwanis in 1963 they got $1.25 for each meal served.
On Nov. 5, 1968 by a majority vote it was approved to purchase the lot directly behind the church
(east) from W. L. Hindman.

Women’s Evening Edition
Women’s Evening Edition met February 17th with 8 members present. President Mardee Collingham
opened the meeting with prayer. Amy Sefrit read the January minutes and 2 thank you notes for meals
taken to members. Sandy Burke reported a balance of $4811.72. Mardee led the devotion from the
book Unglued. During the business meeting Alice Kemerling reported on the parsonage walk through,
Lois Wiley and Jayne Martin shared about their Ash Wednesday visit to the county jail, a prison survey
received by Lois was discussed, Amy Sefrit reminded the group that Pam Davis, after several years as
head of collections for Festival of Sharing, had asked for a replacement, Mardee reminded the group
that Seenagers would be having a potluck supper February 27th and that March 12th Seenagers would
meet at the Depot in Shenandoah. Alice shared some history of the Methodist women found while researching for our church’s 100th anniversary in November. United Methodist Women had once been
the WSCS and before that the Ladies Aide Society. The mission offering was $22. The minutes only
cover the business part of our meeting. In addition there was much laughter and visiting throughout
the evening. The next WEE meeting will be March 9 at 6:30 p.m. Sandy Burke will lead the devotion
and Mardee Collingham will serve refreshments.
Dear Friends in Fairfax,

FEBRUARY ~ 2016 ~ THANKS

The QUESTION. (From a missionary mom) “I’ve know that this question was coming for a long time now. The
books talk about it. The blog posts make jokes about it. The older two kids have already asked it. It was only
a matter of time until the nixt kiddo started wondering. Thankfully, I was more prepared this morning than I
have been in the past. Judson asked, ‘Mommy, what county am I from?’”
You Know You’re an MK When…
...You think of yourself as Norwegian when you’re in Papua New Guinea, Papua New Guinean when you're
in the US and American when you’re in Norway.
...You have late night meals consisting of Japanese noodles, Indian chai, Malaysian guava juice, Swedish
cookies, and Norwegian crispbread with German Nutella, topped off with some strong PNG style coffee.
The Missionary Kid mentioned above is young and trying to figure out where he fits in the world. The
students I visit are STILL trying to figure that out as they add university and American life to the mix!
Because of your faithful partnership, I’m privileged to visit these fantastic young people on their college
campuses. It seems to be a huge encouragement to them that they are not alone and someone ‘gets’ them.
Thank you for helping to make it possible!
In His Service with you,

- Judy Keith
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Mu Kappa Regional Coordinator, 1301 E. 123rd Terr. #C, Olathe, KS 66061, www.barnabas.org

Seenagers

Reminder:

Seenagers will be gathering on Saturday,
March 12, 6:00 pm, at the Depot in Shenandoah. (Had to push it up because of the Celebrity dinner on the 19th.)

 We still offer Electronic Giving! If you’d like

As always when we
are eating out,
I would appreciate
an RSVP to
kisco1@msn.com
or 660-736-5750
Mardee

to get set up to where your offering is
transferred ‘automatically’ from your
account to the church’s account…(no more
checks to write!)...just pick up a form from
the church office, or call 660-686-3314
 If at anytime, you’d like to receive our
newsletter by email instead of through the
mail...just email Darla in the church office,
umc@fairfaxmo.net, and she’ll get you
switched over!

Wed., March 23 at 6:00 pm, potluck.

Women’s
Evening Edition
Wed., March 9, 6:30 pm.
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S/PPRC Meeting:

Our thanks go out to
everyone who put
together a “Birthday
Bag” for the food
pantry! You’ve helped
but smiles on kid’s
faces and made them
feel special!! Adults too!

7:00pm Tuesday, March 8

Don’t
Forget…
Daylight Saving Time
begins Sunday,
March 13

March Birthdays
Tammy Sly
Logan Pyeatt
Jim Holtz
Jason Frohn
Thomas Shepard
Mary Gilbert
Brice Ball
Scott Ray
Frank Gardner
David Bungenstock
Jim Schooler
Eric Davis
Tony Mitchell
Rebecca Jones
Sara Taylor
Harrison Bennett

03/01
03/01
03/02
03/06
03/09
03/10
03/12
03/13
03/13
03/17
03/17
03/19
03/20
03/22
03/24
03/27

March
Anniversaries
ohn & Cheryl Brown
Randall & Tammy Sly
Jim & Bobbie Schooler

03/13
03/25
03/29

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.
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Thank You

United Methodist Men:

HOTLINES:
Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ------ 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction ---------------1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence -------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control --------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline----- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

PO Box 308, Fairfax, MO 64446
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WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

3

4 World Day
of Prayer

5

8
S/PPRC Meeting:
7:00pm

9
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
W.E.E.: 6:30pm

10

11

12
Seenagers: 6:00pm
at the Depot in
Shenandoah

14

15

16
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

17

18

19
CH-F’s Celebrity
Dinner

21

22

23
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
UMM: 6:00 pm

24 Holy Thursday 25 Good Friday

30

31

Worship
Schedule
Sunday School:
9:30am
Worship:
10:30am
Channel 61:
4:00pm Tues
6 4th Sunday in Lent 7
One Great Hour of Nurture+ Meeting:
4:00pm
Sharing (offering)
Atch. Cnty. Singles
Group: potluck
12:15pm @
TUMC’s fh
Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

13 5th Sunday in Lent
Daylight Saving
Time begins

Juda House meal
served
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

20 Palm Sunday

Liturgy of the Palms
Luke 19:28-40
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Maundy Thursday
Service: 6:00pm

26

Community Good
Friday Service:
12:00pm at
Fairfax UMC

Liturgy of the Passion
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14-23:56
or Luke 23:1-49

27 Easter Day
Community
Sunrise Service:
7:30am at Presb.
FUMC Worship:
10:30am
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
John 20:1-18
or Luke 24:1-12

28
Deadline:
Apr. Newsletter

29

Pastor’s Hours
Office Hours
8:00 am—12:00 pm 8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs
Mon—Thurs
Fri. by appointment
660-686-3314
660-623-0427 (cell) umc@fairfaxmo.net
fairfaxumc@
Fax: 660-686-9505
fairfaxmo.net

Serving our church
in March:

Stewardship 2016:
Receipts as of February 23, 2016:
Plate
Offerings: First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Total Offerings:

2,177.00
1,298.00
3,372.80
6,847.80

Sunday
Attendance: 39
39
38
-

Received
Special Offerings:
in Month
Altar Flowers
105.00
Back Pack Buddies
0.00
Building Use
0.00
Bulletins
100.00
Church Camp/Mission
0.00
Festival of Sharing
0.00
Food Pantry
0.00
Loose Change
59.70
Misc. Income
187.00
Roof
20.00
Sunday School
50.55
Web Site
50.00
Special Sundays:
Human Relations Day
0.00
One Great Hour of Sharing
0.00
Native American Ministries 0.00
Peace with Justice
0.00
World Communion
0.00
UM Student Day
0.00

Received
To Date
140.00
0.00
0.00
140.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
116.64
559.00
40.00
114.17
50.00
39.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
15,077.92
Needed to Date Total Income:
21,504.00
(2,688 per week)

We do evening visits once a week or no less than
twice a month.
If you feel led to
help or have more
questions, please
contact Lois
660-736-4965 or
660-623-0040.

facebook

You can find a link on our church
website at: www.fairfaxumc.net.

Acolyte: the children
Ushers: Roger Southard and Ronnie Martin
Communion Steward: Jayne Martin
Altar Flowers: Danny & Alice Kemerling
in memory of
Richard & Anna Mae Kemerling
and Wayne & Phyllis Bradfield
Liturgist: __________________
Bulletins: Mar. 6 - Jean Schooler
Mar. 13 - Jean Schooler
Mar. 20 - Jean Schooler
Mar. 27 - K.R. & Mary Anne Pennel
in memory of loved ones
Web Site Sponsor: Mark & Debbie Sly
(2016 sign-up sheets are at the church...you may
call the church office to get signed up. 686-3314)

Needing: someone to
coordinate Festival of
Sharing giving this
year. Please contact
Amy Sefrit if you
would like to take
part in this special
ministry of our church.

Juda House
The church is serving a meal at the Juda
House, March 13. If you would like to help
with a monetary donation for food, it can be
given to Lois or Jayne.

Atchison County
Singles group
Sun., March 6, 12:15 pm at Tarkio UMC’s
fellowship hall for a potluck dinner!
All singles across the county are invited!

One Great Hour of Sharing
Sunday, March 6th
When You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His Name
That’s because your generous giving to One Great Hour of Sharing is what allows
UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the most
vulnerable in their darkest days. Convinced that all people have God-given
worth and dignity—without regard to race, religion or gender—together we are
assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic need.
Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s compassionate response to
human suffering continues today:
 When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded
 When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded
 When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded
 And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be prepared to respond

UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesus’ name to those who suffer because United Methodists give
through One Great Hour of Sharing. In fact, it’s your generous giving that allows us to respond when
disaster strikes.
Please use the envelope, enclosed with this newsletter, for your offering (made payable to Fairfax
UMC, memo-OGHS). You may either mail it to the church office (PO Box 318, Fairfax MO 64446) or
bring it to church and drop it into the offering plate. Thank You!

Address Service Requested
Fairfax United Methodist Church
305 N. Broadway
P.O. Box 318
Fairfax, MO 64446
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