FAIRFAX MESSENGER
JANUARY 2020
Fairfax
United
Methodist
Church
305 N. Broadway
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- Pastor Andrew Sanders

2 Corinthians 4:17-18
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal
glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what
is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary,
but what is unseen is eternal.

If you could choose anything for the church to accomplish this year
what would it be? As this year ends and another is just around the
corner, I was joining with others around the world thinking of the
successes of this past year and my prayers for the future. This past
year I feel has been another successful year as we have seen people
taking huge steps in their faith life, new members joining the church,
baptism’s, weddings and many more celebrations. I am proud of the
work that we have done on the church as well. Being faithful stewards
is that of which the body of Christ, the “Church,” is called to be. We
have been able to repair the brickwork in the front of the church, fix
the side entrance cover and many other things that if left undone
would be very costly in the future. You church are the faithful body
that makes this possible.
These are all great and wonderful things. As we can see there is
always a need to repair and refurbish the church building because it is
brick and mortar. As we have seen by the number of disciples that
have joined the church, along with those who have joined the family
of Christ through baptism this year, those that have stepped forward in
ministry, and also our younger disciples that are growing in their faith
during confirmation class that there are a lot of opportunities for
growth.
Just as the brick and mortar church needs love and support to
continue to stay strong in the future, we too as the church, Christ body
in the world need to also remember to continue to allow God to work
on us.
Again I’ll ask the question; what is your prayer for the church, for
each person in the church and those that are not yet a part of the
church but will be in the future. How is the vision looking and what do
we need for us to grow deeper inward, stretch outward for others and
love fully right where we are at? I pray that you wrestle with this
question, not just for the purpose of a resolution, but for the purpose
of growing deeper as disciples. I invite you to find a new way to grow
more than you ever felt possible as you continue to grow ever closer to
Christ in this next year.
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Leadership Training

Confirmation
Classes
We are excited to see our younger
disciples eager to take the next
step in the Methodist's process of
being confirmed. Eight of our
youths are willing to dedicate time
and effort each week for the next
5 weeks to grow closer to Christ
while learning about our sacramental beliefs, communion and baptism. We will learn the order of
worship for a church service and
why we do what we do at certain
times. Each of the class participants will grow in their knowledge
of scripture as well as learning
about their rich heritage. What I
would ask of you church is to remember our vows by surround
these young disciples with our witness, our presence and lastly our
prayers. Pray for our confirmation
class as this is an exciting time for
each one of the eight participants.

The Northwest District is hosting a leadership training on Saturday, January 25, 2020 from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM at Cameron UMC,
201 N Pine St., Cameron, MO 64429. Clergy and laity (minimum of
one) are strongly encouraged to attend. The topics for the training will include two in-depth workshops (detailed below). Lunch
will be provided by the district. (Pastor Andrew will be one of
the instructors)
* Leadership 101 Workshop - We will explore what it means to
be an effective leader in the church. What it means to keep
leaders accountable with expectations and grant the pastor
and staff authority to carry out ministry. We will dive into
nominations and ways to raise up new and nurture current
leaders. Lead By: Rev. Steve Cox and Jai Vaughn
* Growing Your Church Workshop - We will explore and practice
new skills; and leave with ideas on developing a space for new
people in your church. Along with teaching from the NW
Clergy Innovations Team, video teaching segments from
Bishop Farr, Roger Ross (Director of Congregational Excellence), and Rev. Tim Schulte, Licensed Local Pastor who has
become a master at connecting with new people. Lead by: NW
Clergy Innovations Team
The district office prays that this training event will be an
opportunity to gain more knowledge on what it means to be a
stronger leader and reach new people for Christ.
Please let us know if you have any questions at 816-649-5028.
Please click on the following link to register:

https://missouri-reg.brtapp.com/mwleadershiptraining.
Please register by Monday, January 6.

Church Finance Report
for November 2019

Fairfax
UMC
Choir

Expenses:
Administrative/Office: ....... $

321.15

Finance .......................... $

3,790.25

Nurture .......................... $

255.39

Outreach/Witness: ........... $

454.99

Staff Salaries: .................. $

9,104.64

Trustees: ........................ $

2,146.49

Worship: ........................ $

-35.00

Total Expenses:

$

16,037.91

Total Income:

$

9,208.33

November Difference:

$

-6,829.58

Choir practices are the 2nd and 3rd Wednesdays each month!! Please join us!!
PRACTICE: January 8th and 15th, 5:30-6:30 pm
Upcoming Sunday performances:
January 12th and January 26th

The Nook:
REMINDER: If you would like to be ‘the Nook’
hostess one week—please check the sign-up schedule found in ‘the Nook’ for open Sundays. (Also
check the calendar on page 7 for who’s signed up
and what Sundays are still open each month.)
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Christmas
Eve
Candlelight
Service
at
Fairfax UMC

BIBLE WORD SEARCH
FAITH
GOLIATH
GRACE
MOSES
SERPENT
DEUTERONOMY
GALILEE
GOOD FRIDAY
PAUL
LAST SUPPER
GALATIANS
ETERNAL LIFE
CHURCH
BETHLEHEM
REDEEM
SANCTIFY
PSALMS
PARABLE
© Memory-Improvement-Tips.com. Reprinted by Permission.
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Finance
This year has been a strong year in the life of our Fairfax Methodist
Church in our attendance, our mission outreach, and our youth programs. It is time to review our finances as well.
At this time of year, we reflect on the many things we planned, the
things we were able to accomplish, and the things we hope to do
next year. We must also reflect on the financial status of our
church. We must look at the amount we budgeted, the amount
that we spent, and the funds we received through your generous
contributions.
2019 has been a challenging year for many reasons including the
massive flooding of the Missouri River. The overall gifts to our
church this year were much less than 2018, and below the budgeted
amount by almost $25,000.

Apps make life easier.
With GivePlus Church,
our mobile giving app,
you can make giving easier.
Use your smartphone to give
anytime, anywhere!
With GivePlus Church, you can
give to any of our funds when
it is convenient for you.
 General

We are proud to report that we have paid 100% of our conference
and district obligations and our bills are current, including salaries
for our minister and staff.
However, this would not have been possible without the carryover
we had to start the year from 2018.

 Memorial

We have had some major expenditures this year relating to the
needed repairs of our church. This includes the repair to the front
brick work on the SW corner of the steps and front landing. We
have also completed the rebuilding of the awning over the south
entrance which was in desperate need of repair.

 Youth Missions

We should all be proud of our 100+ year old church, but we need to
understand that constant maintenance is required to keep it viable. As we look at 2020 we know that we have one air conditioner
unit that serves the kitchen and adjacent classrooms that must be
replaced. We were able to limp it through and get us to the fall
season, In addition to that, our furnace is over 40 years old and
needs to be replaced as soon as possible. Projects of this magnitude are costly but necessary to keep our church going, We must
also realize that other needed repairs can pop up at any time.
If you have not already donated through this holiday season, and if
you can do more, we ask you to look deep in your heart and join us in
investing in the future of our church. All donations are tax-deductible
and every donation counts!! Remember, you are the church!

 Altar Flowers
 Bulletins
 Website
(Chokwe UMC)

 Benevolent
 Special Sundays

You can also choose whether
to donate as a guest or set up
an account that allows you to
conveniently schedule and
manage recurring donations,
store bank account information
for future gifts and
view giving history.
Stop by the church office to
learn more.
Thank you for your
continued generosity.

The Finance Committee: Charla Graves - Ch.; Deanna Cogin;
Tessa Martin; Gale Ball

Blessing House

- outside of the Methodist Church !

What is in the blessing house? Non-perishable items
Who can access it? Anyone can access it, at any time. It’s for anyone to receive
non-perishable items when there is a need of any kind!

(You may donate non-perishable items and leave them in the elevator foyer)
—Join (and share) our facebook group— Blessing House Fairfax Missouri FUMC
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Dear friends in Fairfax,

DECEMBER THANKS 2019

“Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, God of love…” goes the old hymn. Absolutely! Wonderful,
purposeful target of our thoughts and affections! But don’t we know that sometimes the “joy” is bittersweet ~ not a “happy-happy-joy-joy” but a hanging-on-for-dear-life because apart from Him there is no
hope. I’ve been there, and I know many of you have been (or are) as well.
At the end of this letter are the sources of two articles that recently grabbed my attention: “When Thanksgiving Brings Grief, Not Perfection” and “What Grieving People Wish You Knew at Christmas.” It’s also important to remember (quoting my youngest daughter), “Grief doesn’t come with expiration date.” Margie
was 10 when my husband died 24 years ago, and there are still some raw moments that can blind-side.
There is so much pain and suffering and loss, even in the midst of joy and celebrations. Could it be
that “Joy is the settled assurance that God is in control of all the details of my life, the quiet confidence that ultimately everything is going to be alright, and the determined choice to praise God in
every situation.” (Rick Warren) The Psalmist states that “in His presence is fullness of joy.” (Ps. 16:11)
My heart is always heavy this time of year for the missionaries who are separated from their kids and
other loved ones. There is no real “fix” for their longing unless they can arrange to be together. I’m
thankful for the MKs who do get to join their folks for Christmas ~ it can be a critical time of getting their
feet back under them emotionally as they’re dealing with this strange life in the U.S.
You Know You’re an MK When…
…You fly home for Christmas, spend 26 hours on a plane, and arrive the same day you left.
…You are flown from Houston to San Jose, CA, instead of San Jose, CR (Costa Rica) because Dad made
arrangements in a hurry and didn’t catch it, nor did you ~ until too late. (True story. Long detour for
Christmas break!)
…You have to tell the travel agent the three-letter airport code for the destination you’re traveling to
and what connections you will need to make, and what airlines fly there.
…You get Christmas packages on Valentine’s Day.
…You can fly home free on Frequent Flyer miles.
…You maintain a mailing list of over 400 names and addresses, but have no one you feel comfortable
spending Christmas with.
THANK YOU so much for your prayers and support during 2019!! What a privilege to be involved in encouraging missionary families who serve in so many countries of the world! The MKs in our 2019 Transition
Seminar grew up in: Costa Rica, Chile, Togo, Niger, Russia, Azerbaijan, Dominican Republic, Taiwan,
Thailand, Ecuador, Papua New Guinea, Canada, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Romania, Japan, Macedonia, India,
Philippines, China, Ukraine, Haiti, Germany, Colombia, UK, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkey, Vietnam, Indonesia, Angola, Bolivia, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Albania, Czech Republic, Egypt, Iraq, Kuwait, Jordan, Tunisia, Tanzania, Peru, Kenya, Spain, Honduras, Kazakhstan, Uganda, representing about 32 agencies!
MuKappa upgrade progress: praise God with me for the $13,632 raised so far! Thank you so much for
those who have helped toward the goal of $25,630! We hope to get the new website updated by the end
of January. Stay tuned!
The hymn above goes on like this…
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,
Opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!
May you find fullness of joy and peace in His presence this holiday season!
We'll be gathering for Christmas at Rae's home in AR ~ nice to have her only 3.5 hours away! Margie will
fly to KC and we'll drive down; Tif & Fiona will drive up from TX.
Joyfully,
Judy judykeith@barnabas.org

Tax-deductible gifts for Judy’s ministry may be made payable to: Barnabas Int’l, P.O. Box 708, Elkhorn, WI 53121. www.barnabas.org

“When Thanksgiving Brings Grief, Not Perfection” (ReviveOurHearts.com)
“What Grieving People Wish You Knew at Christmas” (DesiringGod.org)
6

305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318,
Fairfax, MO 64446
www.fairfaxumc.net - 660-686-3314

Pastor Andrew Sanders

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491 - Cell: 417-770-6731

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1 New Year’s Day

Worship
Schedule
Sunday School:
9:30 am
Worship:
10:30am
Channel 61:
4:00pm Tues

Office Hours

417-770-6731 (cell)
736-5823 (home)

umc@fairfaxmo.net

asanders1016@
yahoo.com

Fax: 660-686-9505
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‘the Nook’- Suzanne &
Sandi

13

14

DeAnna

8

9

10

11

Meals-on-Wheels:
Mardee

15

16

Promise Keepers:
6:00am

(Choir performs
during worship)

17

18

Meals-on-Wheels:
Alice

Choir Practice:
5:30pm

Confirmation Class

20 Martin Luther
King Jr. Bday
(observed)

Human Relations
Day: observed w/ Office Closed
special offering
Confirmation Class

26

4

WEE: 6:30pm

‘the Nook’ - Carolyn

‘the Nook’ - Carolyn

3

SATURDAY

Choir Practice:
5:30pm

Atch. Cnty Singles
Group: 12:15pm
at Tarkio UMC fh
for a potluck
Confirmation Class

19

FRIDAY

Meals-on-Wheels:

Promise Keepers:
6:00am

Church Council:
following worship

12

2

Tues & Thurs
Office Closed
8:00 am—12:00 pm

Phone:
660-686-3314

5 Epiphany Sunday 6

THURSDAY

Pastor’s Hours

8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs

2020

JANUARY

Fairfax UMC

27

21

22

Newsletter
Deadline: FEB

UMM: 6:00 pm

28

29

23

25

Meals-on-Wheels:

Leadership Training: 9:30-3:00 at
Cameron UMC

Bob & Amy

30

‘the Nook - Deb & Judy

24

31
Meals-on-Wheels:
Suzanne

(Choir performs
during worship)

Confirmation Class
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Wed., January 8th at 6:30 pm

United Methodist MEn

Thank you all for the Christmas
gift, goodies, flowers and for all
your words of encouragement
throughout the year!
- Darla

Wed., January 22nd at 6:00 pm

United Methodist Church,
Thank you so much for letting us use
your church for our Mom’s celebration of
Life. It was such a beautiful service and she
always loved how beautiful your church is.
Thanks again — Osburn Family

January Birthdays
Thomas Southard
Holly Swinehart
Judy Bradfield
Alexander Pickard
Betty Allen
Barbara Jones
Joe Hill
Jamie Roop
Izabella Walker
Mike Lewis
Calvin Graves
Tony Sly
Bo Peregrine
Joaquin Hill
Traci Davis
Gena Mitchell
David Sly
Bryan Frohn
Jim Ball
Kourtney Sly
Kelsey Sly

01/01
01/01
01/02
01/06
01/07
01/08
01/12
01/13
01/17
01/20
01/22
01/23
01/24
01/25
01/27
01/27
01/27
01/28
01/30
01/31
01/31

January
Anniversaries
Dwayne & Connie Hall
Cal & Janet Morton
Roger & Suzanne Southard

01/20
01/21
01/23

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.

!
and Merry Christmas
ng
vi
gi
ks
an
Th
py
Hap
all
-Dwayne & Connie H
We want to thank everyone who donated money,
gifts, time to shop, etc for
Fairfax UMC’s Adopt-afamily for Christmas!
Also: Thank you to Amy
(Ministry team) for heading
this up this year!

Thank You

We give a hug
e THANK YO
U to
Michelle Oswa
ld for leading
the
Kid’s Christm
as Program...a
nd
also to all the
helpers, parents
and
of course—the
KIDS!

Women’s Evening
Edition (WEE)

HOTLINES:
Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ------ 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction -------------- 1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence -------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control --------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline ----- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)
Teen-to-Teen Hotline ------------ (800) TLC-TEEN
---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336
Crisis TEXT Line ----------------------------- 741741
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Serving our church
in January:

Stewardship 2019:
Receipts as of December 31, 2019:
Plate & Electronic Offerings:
Monday through First Sunday
Monday through Second Sunday
Monday through Third Sunday
Monday through Fourth Sunday
Monday through Fifth Sunday
Total ‘General’ Offerings:

Altar Flowers: David, Melissa & Delainee White

Attendance:

2,580.00
2,014.00
1,560.00
9,090.00
5,318.97
20,562.97

45
52
32
67
85

Bulletins:
Jan 5:

Connie Dunkle

Jan 12:
Jan 19:

De

Jan 26:

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
118,532.55
Needed to Date Total Budgeted:
133,320.20

Communion Steward: Jayne Martin

(2,563.85 weekly)c.
Received
SPECIAL OFFERINGS: Since Last Report

Received
To Date

Adopt a Family
509.00
Altar Flowers
35.00
Benevolent Fund
250.00
Blessing House
0.00
Building Use
300.00
Bulletins
50.00
GHG (formerly FRB)
0.00
Mobile Camp
0.00
Mozambique Initiative (loose change)
Loose Change:
192.98
Soup-er Bowl Dinner
0.00
Sunday School
138.30
UMCOR
200.00
UMCMarket (cash back)
0.00
Web Site
0.00
Special Sundays:
Human Relations Day
0.00
UMCOR Sunday
0.00
Native American Ministries
0.00
Peace with Justice
0.00
World Communion
0.00
UM Student Day
47.00

509.00
420.00
600.00
265.00
425.00
530.00
0.00
300.00

Laptop:
Jan 5: _____________ Jan 12: ___________
Jan 19: Suzanne S.

Jan 26: ___________

Scripture Reader: Jim Ball
Ushers: Marshal Oswald and Jason Hall
Web Site Sponsor: Jon Graves Family

Office Closed

1,884.89
723.00
838.70
200.00
34.82
275.00

Wednesday, January 1st for New Year’s Day
Monday, January 20th for Martin Luther King

Church Council
Council will be having a short meeting Sun.,

112.00
362.00
206.00
35.00
158.00
47.00

Tarkio-Westboro-Fairfax

Food Pantry

For January, please help the
food pantry recipients by donating:

We do AFTERNOON visits once
a week or no less than twice
a month.
We are looking for more volunteers...please
prayerfully consider if this could be YOU!
Call Lois at 660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040.

Sugar
Lotion
Kleenex
The donation box is by the west sanctuary entrance.

Birthdays and
Anniversaries
We will be recognizing our birthdays and
anniversaries on the last Sunday of each
month during worship!

facebook

You can find a link on our church website at:
www.fairfaxumc.net.
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Human Relations Day
Sunday, January 19th
Together, we extend a helping hand to those in crisis so they can
overcome formidable obstacles.
Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts of your town and you will
find what Jesus called “the least of these.” Those living in the margins of
society, struggling to survive. People like:
 An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county,

being recruited by a local gang
 A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock, Arkansas
 An Oklahoma woman recently released from incarceration looking for work

Over and over Jesus served people like this, embracing them. And that’s
what we want to model as the people of The United Methodist Church. To
continue the ministry of Jesus we established Human Relations Day as a
Special Sunday that calls all of our churches to participate in helping all
God’s children to realize their potential.

Will You Support the Ministry of Christ Among Those on the Margins?
Will you continue to support Human Relations Day? Will you continue nurturing at-risk youth,
strengthening communities’ self-improvement efforts and advocating for the oppressed?
Envelopes will be inside the bulletins on Sunday, January 19th, and available in ‘the Nook’ and by
the west doors. (Checks may be made payable to Fairfax UMC, memo-HRD). Thank You!

to
not need
If you do ewsletter by
is n
receive th let us know at:
se
mail, plea irfaxmo.net
umc@fa
Doe
ons:
ilable opti
(other ava or viewed
e-mailed, ebsite)
on our w
s this get
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Address Service Requested
Fairfax United Methodist Church
305 N. Broadway
P.O. Box 318
Fairfax, MO 64446
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FAIRFAX MESSENGER
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