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Pastor’s

Corner

- Rev. Roger Cary

The books are closed on 2015 and opened on 2016. What does this
year hold for each of us individually and as a gathered body of Christ? In
the book of Genesis, we hear the phrase, “In the beginning when God
began to create…” (Genesis 1:1a). we are reminded that God is the
beginning of our own life. All of our activities should point back to God
who is the creator of Earth and Heaven, of plants, animals, and all life.
God is the creator of day and night. Each day we have the opportunity
for a new beginning. The questions I would pose as we begin this new
year are these, “What will you do with this new opportunity? How will
you use it to glorify God?”
Each day that we awake we have new opportunities to make a
difference in our own life and the lives of those we encounter. What
might the world, or at least our local community, begin to look like if
we fully embrace the idea that we are called to create, to make new
beginnings available and possible for those who have lost hope? In
John’s gospel we read:
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it. (John 1:2-5 NRSV)
In Jesus we each have the chance for new beginnings, the opportunity
to create a new reality in a world gone insane with violence, hatred,
racism, and exclusory practices. Just as God was “in the beginning” so
was Jesus, who is the incarnate (human realized) image of God. When
Jesus departed this earth he told his disciples (not just those who
followed him to gain something, but those who wanted to learn and
be like him), “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I
send you.” (John 20:21b).
Being sent into the world to be the instruments of change is what we,
followers of Jesus are called to do. We become the incarnate face of
Jesus to the world. New beginnings call for us to review our life and see
if it matches who we say we are, disciples of Jesus. Maybe today is not
a good day, but remember there is tomorrow, just be aware that there
are a limited number of tomorrows in any person’s life, yours or those
needing to see Jesus. Don’t wait for the “perfect” time to make a
difference in someone’s life, the perfect time is now.
May your 2016 be a year of journeying into the unknown and yet
having the peace and assurance that Jesus is with you even as you are
sent into the world. Amen.

hearing-impaired assistance
If you have been having problems hearing what is spoken during
worship services, we have a solution for you! The families of Dorothy Davis and Florine Hall used their memorial funds to purchase a
hearing-impaired assistance system for the sanctuary. The system
was installed on November 12, 2015 and the first person was able
to use it the following Sunday. Jean Schooler was the first to use
the unit to see if it would help her hear what was said during the
service. Her comment after the service was, “That was WONDERFUL!” The unit helped her hear the entire service. The units
(shown in pictures) are an earpiece that
hooks over/around either ear, and a thin
wire that attaches it to a small volume
control unit that can be hung around the
neck or can rest in your lap. These units
amplify what is transmitted through the
sound system. If you are interested in using one during worship, just ask the pastor or usher upon arriving for the service.
The United Methodist Church thanks the families of Dorothy Davis and
Florine Hall and those who donated toward their memorial funds for this
wonderful addition to help those with a hearing impairment get more out of
our worship services.

The children and youth
from Fairfax UMC and the
Christian Church put on a
Christmas Program
on December 20th.
A great time
was had by all!!
Photos by Kay Graves and
the Fairfax Forum

Poinsettias
Poinsettias that graced our church
this Christmas where given by:
Jon & Beth Graves family (2) in memory of Mary Combs
in memory of Jack Graves
Ronnie & Jayne Martin and family in memory of Jim & Betty Sly
Jean Schooler in memory of Wayne Schooler
Phil & Charla Graves in memory of loved ones
Richard & Peggy Slemons in memory of Glen Carpenter and Joe Longeria
Pastor Roger & Cindy Cary (3) in memory of Julie Cary
in memory of Wanda Cary
in memory of Lonnie
Mark & Debbie Sly (2) in memory of Betty Lou Sly
in memory of Jerry Ryan

Cornerstone:
Nov. 16, 1916
100 years
Nov. 16, 2016!
Our Centennial Team met in December…
Chair Danny Kemerling, Lois Wiley,
Karen Rogers, Ernie and Nancy Hafner,
Jayne Martin, Bob Jones, John Burke,
and Alice Kemerling.
They have lots of ideas and events in the
works already!! Keep watch for more events
and info throughout the year!
They will meet again
Monday, January 4th
4:00 pm.
If you would like to join in
with the brainstorming and planning,
please call Danny.

Danny & Alice Kemerling in memory of our parents
Travis & Tessa Martin in memory of loved ones
Eddie & Sara Sue Taylor (2 large flowers) in memory of Gene & Doris and Gary Taylor
in memory of Orville & Pauline Davis, and
Willis & Eva Mae Weedin

Happy
NEW YEAR

2016

December 6, Bo Peregrine went down to St. Joe to help
serve the meal at Juda House our church provided.

Finding Your Voice
in Sharing Your Faith
Two Saturdays • Jan. 23 and Jan. 30
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day
[Feb. 6 is a snow make-up date, if needed.]

Tarkio United Methodist Church
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Jan. 6, 2016
Find the registration online: www.northwestdistrictumc.org/lay-servant-ministries
Registration Fee: $30 (Includes textbook and two noon meals)

This beginners’ workshop is for all people who are looking for simple and basic tools to help them share their
faith. And you’ll be among friends, fellow Methodists, and supporters who are traveling this faith journey
along with you.
The text for the workshop is The Faith-Sharing Congregation by Roger K. Swanson and Shirley F. Clement.
It shows that sharing faith is something that everyone in the congregation can do — by practicing genuine hospitality and by sharing with others our personal stories and relationships.
The workshop fee of $30 will cover two noon meals and the cost of the text, which will be mailed to you
prior to the workshop.
This workshop qualifies as an advanced course for lay servants and lay speakers. However, they must attend both Saturday sessions to receive credit.

Tarkio Nutrition Center
The Tarkio Nutrition Center is a non-profit business that serves the Tarkio, Westboro and Fairfax communities. The Center provides home-delivered meals to residents 60 yrs and older and to those who
are under 60 yrs who have disabilities. On average 50 meals per day are delivered by volunteers during
the week to recipients. The Center also serves 30 or more meals per day to patrons coming to the Center on weekdays. The Center’s suggested donation is $54 per meal for those 60 yrs and older and $7
for those under 60. The Center receives some funds from the State and our County which help defray
costs, but with State funds decreasing and the cost of food increasing, the Center is in need of and
grateful for the contributions of patrons and the community. Fundraisers are also held.
They also want to give support back to the communities. Morning you will find some men meeting for
coffee. Pool players meet in the afternoons. There is an ongoing jigsaw puzzle for a challenge. There
is a book loaning area and a computer available for use as well as a magnifying machine. To reserve
the Center for an activity or meeting, call David Merriett at 736-5725.
The Center depends on volunteer help. Volunteers are needed and welcomed for work in the Center
and for meal delivery. Volunteer house for meal delivery are weekdays from 11am to noon. Volunteers
can help with the lunch service at the Center weekdays from 11am to 1pm. Any volunteer help is much
appreciated. The Center staff and Board of Directors welcome questions, comments, and suggestions
on how the Center can better serve our communities.
Come by the Center for a meal or an activity. You are always welcomed.

Wed., January 20 at 6:00 pm, potluck.

Women’s
Evening Edition
Wed., January, 13, 6:30 pm.

January Birthdays
Thomas Southard
Holly Swinehart
Judy Bradfield
Alexander Wintz
Barbara Jones
Jamie Roop
Izabella Walker
Mike Lewis
Gene Bradfield
Calvin Graves
Tony Sly
Bo Peregrine
Traci May
Gena Mitchell
David Sly
Bryan Frohn
Jim Ball
Kourtney Sly
Kelsey Sly

01/01
01/01
01/02
01/05
01/08
01/13
01/17
01/20
01/22
01/22
01/23
01/24
01/27
01/27
01/27
01/28
01/30
01/31
01/31

January
Anniversaries
Howard & Connie Hall
Cal & Janet Morton
Roger & Suzanne Southard

01/20
01/21
01/23

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.
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Thank you to our church family.
You have certainly helped to make
our Christmas Merry.
It was a nice surprise when Jon
brought us each a big bag of
candy from the church—the only
Christmas candy we have!
Among our Christmas cards was
a special greeting from our church
and everyone signed it! At age 91
it is so nice to be remembered.
Thank you Amy, for bringing
Communion. It helps us more
than you know.
Thank you Sandy, for the
bulletins and summary of the
pastor’s message. Even though we
can’t attend it is good to be
remembered.
Thank you, Peggy and Slem

Thank You

United Methodist Men:

Thank you Jerry Collingham for
painting our backdrop for the
Christmas play and to everyone
that provided food and supplies for
our meal afterwards! You all helped
make the 2015 Christmas program
& meal following a success!

HOTLINES:
Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ------ 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction ---------------1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence -------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control --------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline----- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)
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SUNDAY
3

MONDAY
4
Centennial Cmte.
Meeting: 4:00pm

TUESDAY
5

PO Box 308, Fairfax, MO 64446
Cell: 660-623-0427

WEDNESDAY
6
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

THURSDAY
7

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1 New Year’s Day

2

8

9

Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

10

11

12

13
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
W.E.E.: 6:30pm

14

15

16

18

19

20
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
UMM: 6:00 pm

21

22

23
Finding Your
Voice Sharing
Your Faith
Wrkshp: 9am-3pm
@ TUMC
Fh reserved by
Bradfield’s

25
Deadline:
JAN. Newsletter

26

27
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

28

29

30
Finding Your
Voice Sharing
Your Faith
Wrkshp: 9am-3pm
@ TUMC

Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

17
Atch. Cnty. Singles
Group: 12:15pm
@ TUMC’s fh
Pleasant View
Worship: 3:30pm

Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

24

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

31

Worship
Schedule

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

Sunday School:
9:30am
Worship:
10:30am
Channel 61:
4:00pm Tues

Pastor’s Hours

Office Hours

8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs
Fri. by appointment
660-623-0427 (cell)
fairfaxumc@
fairfaxmo.net

8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs
660-686-3314
umc@fairfaxmo.net
Fax: 660-686-9505

Serving our church
in January:

Stewardship 2015:
Receipts as of December 30, 2015:
Plate
Offerings: First
5,022.00
Second 1,885.00
Third
6,506.37
Fourth 5,752.11
Fifth
Total Offerings:
19,165.48

Sunday
Attendance: 36
26
56
37
-

Received
Special Offerings:
in Month
Altar Flowers
70.00
Back Pack Buddies
10.00
Building Use
120.00
Bulletins
0.00
Church Camp/Mission
0.00
Festival of Sharing
0.00
Food Pantry
0.00
Human Relations Day
0.00
Loose Change
0.00
Misc. Income
300.00
Native American Ministries
0.00
One Great Hour of Sharing
0.00
Peace with Justice
0.00
Roof(s)
20.00
Sunday School
57.52
UM Student Day
21.00
Web Site
0.00
World Communion
0.00

Received
To Date
350.00
1,373.00
150.00
495.00
1460.00
24.00
100.00
146.00
696.51
900.00
130.00
501.00
20.00
240.00
777.27
21.00
200.00
45.00

We do evening visits once a week or no less than
twice a month.
If you feel led to
help or have more
questions, please
contact Lois
660-736-4965 or
660-623-0040.

You can find a link on our church
website at: www.fairfaxumc.net.

Ushers: Ronnie Martin and Travis Martin
Communion Steward: Jayne Martin
Altar Flowers: _________________

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
119,417.33
Needed to Date Total Income:
138,299.00

facebook

Acolyte: the children

Liturgist: Danny Kemerling
Bulletins: Jan. 3 - _____________________
Jan. 10 - ____________________
Jan. 17 - ____________________
Jan. 24 - ____________________
Jan. 31 - ____________________
Web Site Sponsor: ______________________

Adopt a family
Our church adopted a family
with two young children for Christmas.
We used the children's basket ‘loose
change’ donations collected in
November and the first couple
weeks of December…
which totaled $241.
We thank everyone for giving
from their hearts
to make someone else’s
Christmas special!

Atchison County
Singles group
Sun., January 17, 12:15 pm at Tarkio UMC’s
fellowship hall. This is a potluck dinner!
All singles across the county are invited!

DECEMBER ~ 2015 ~ THANKS

Dear Friends in Fairfax,

“Mom! There are GRANDMAS here. Look! Another one! Over there! And GRANDPAS too!!” (Child’s
amazement at breakfast while a tour group of foreign retirees ate in a culture where we see very
few obvious grey-haired people.) (Quote from a missionary mom)
You Know You’re an MK When…
...The first time you spoke to your grandmother you called her “auntie.”
...You call senior missionaries “grandma and grandpa.”
...You get Christmas packages on Valentine’s Day.
...You maintain a mailing list of over 400 names and addresses, but have no one you feel
comfortable spending Christmas with.
Dear friends, these quotes have reminded me of some important aspects of caring for and
remembering those serving in foreign places (and those from foreign places who have come to live
near us!) Holidays can be especially difficult and lonely, whether you are the one who has left, or
whether you may be that grandma or grandpa missing your loved ones here at home.
Thank you for your prayers and partnership which enables me to travel and stay in contact with both
sides of this “coin,” and to be a face-to-face encourager.
Blessings to you for Christmas and the New Year,

- Judy Keith
Mu Kappa Regional Coordinator, 1301 E. 123rd Terr. #C, Olathe, KS 66061, www.barnabas.org

Address Service Requested
Fairfax United Methodist Church
305 N. Broadway
P.O. Box 318
Fairfax, MO 64446

JANUARY 2016

FAIRFAX MESSENGER

