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  Fairfax  

  United  
  Methodist  
  Church 
305 N. Broadway 
P.O. Box 318 
Fairfax, MO. 64446 

Office Hours: 8:00 am—12:00 pm 
Mon—Thurs 

Office: 660-686-3314 

Fax: 660-686-9505 

Email: umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Website: www.fairfaxumc.net 

 

Sunday Worship: 

 Sunday School - 9:30 am 

 Worship - 10:30 am 

 Channel 61 Broadcast - Tues.  
             4:00 pm 

 

Wednesdays: 

 Promise Keepers - 6:00 am 

 

Pastor Andrew Sanders 

Pastor’s Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 
8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Study: 660-686-3314 

Cell: 417-770-6731 

Email:  asanders1016@yahoo.com 

Mailing Address:  
 Pastor Andrew Sanders 
   209 N 6th St 
 Tarkio, MO 64491 

 

FAIRFAX MESSENGERFAIRFAX MESSENGER  

FEBRUARY 2020 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 1:18 (ESV) 
18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your  

sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;  
though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.” 

 

Today I watch the snow fall, as it does I prepare myself for something 
that I haven’t done for quite some time. I am going hiking this 
afternoon. A hike may seem counter intuitive when we see snow falling 
from the sky but I wanted to share with you the reason why I am 
excited. First off, it is warm enough not to be bitter cold, and I have 
the right gear to be in it. 

I fell in love with deep fluffy snow as a kid. I grew up in Southern Ca 
where I saw it snow one time. We however used to go up, so that we 
could play in the covered mountains of Big Bear Lake and Lake 
Arrowhead. It is however the memories of being a teenager in MO that 
forever created within me this love of snow blanketed woods. When I 
was a teenager I could remember many days out in the trees with my 
best friends, Mark and my twin brother Joshua. 

There was a change that would take place as the woods would grow 
quiet, the branches of the pine trees heavy under the burden of snow, 
transforming the familiar landscape of the woods into a new beautiful 
white land of fun. We would spend hours jumping through the 
branches, exploring animal tracks and mostly just enjoying the beauty 
that God surrounded us with. 

Years later as an adult I reflect on those times. My friend Mark has 
since gone on to be with the Lord. I still enjoy the days when it is 
warm and the snow collects on the trees. Now, I find peace in the 
quiet, no more jumping through branches. Yes, I reflect on the early 
days that caused me to fall in love with the snow, but I recognize that 
now as an adult, I get to experience the snow in a different way. Mark 
passed away and my brother lives 5 hrs. away, I know I am not going to 
be physically hiking with them. I will be hiking with them in memories 
and in my spirit. 

The woods and the snow still hold that special place in my heart 
because as the hush settles on the woods, the crunch under my feet 
lets me know that even though things have changed over the years,  
I still enter the woods with God beside me, I also take Mark and Joshua 
with me. No matter where we go in life and the travels that we go on 
we have a God that has walked this path with us. We don’t always 

- Pastor Andrew Sanders 
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The Nook:    

REMINDER: If you would like to be ‘the Nook’  
hostess one week—please check the sign-up sched-
ule found in ‘the Nook’ for open Sundays. Still 
have a few March Sundays available! (Also check 
the calendar on page 7 for who’s signed up and 
what Sundays may still be open.) 

Church Finance Report 

for december 2019 

Expenses: 

Administrative/Office: ....... $ 287.89 

Finance .......................... $ 34.92 

Misc. ............................. $ 300.00 

Nurture .......................... $ 158.16 

Outreach/Witness:  ........... $ 150.23 

Staff Salaries: .................. $ 7,251.44 

Trustees: ........................ $ 641.79 

Worship: ........................ $ 159.00 
 

Total Expenses: $ 8,983.43 

Total Income: $ 20,562.97 
 

December Difference: $ 11,579.54  

know what lies ahead of us when we are experiencing life. The reality is that we have a God that has 
been walking alongside of us at every moment. 

We face many uncertain things, as a church and as individuals. Things may change as we go through 
this life. We will have people that have walked beside us in this life leaving us with lessons and love 
along the way. We will always carry them with us. God however is the one that continues to be with 
us with every step of our journey. I know this life offers many uncertainties, but we have a God who 
continues to be the certainty we can depend on. Find your moments of peace with God and allow 
yourselves to be filled with it. God wants peace for all of humanity offering grace to all people. 

I believe that grace, much like snow, brings a hush to the irrational, insensitivity of this world. It 
helps us to understand that we have differences among people, but our God is still the same. The 
same grace that is offered to us. The same grace that blanketed all of our sin and created it to be 
white as snow is the same grace that God offers to all of humanity. To limit that grace would be like 
running around trying to keep the snow off the trees today. 

I think what we should do is to look at the peace that God is creating and find a way to live into the 
grace that He not only offered to us but offers to all people. Today I’m going hiking in the woods,  
I invite you to come along embracing the grace of our Lord along the way. 

Pastor’s  Corner 
Continued from page 1 

Fairfax  

UMC  

Choir  

 

Choir practices  and performances for  
February are still being decided at time of 

newsletter printing...watch the bulletins and 
your email for updates! 

Blessing House  - outside of the Methodist Church ! 

What is in the blessing house?  Non-perishable items 

Who can access it?  Anyone can access it, at any time.  It’s for anyone to receive non-
perishable items when there is a need of any kind! 

(You may donate non-perishable items and leave them in the elevator foyer) 

—Join (and share) our facebook group—  Blessing House Fairfax Missouri FUMC 
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Kids’ Bake Sale Fundraiser:  

On Sunday, February 9th the kids will be holding a 
Bake Sale to raise funds for Chokwe UMC in 
Mozambique. They hope to raise the rest of the 
$1,100 needed to purchase a freezer, fans and 
curtains for the Chokwe UMC parsonage. They will be 
selling during Sunday School and following worship. 

Please come help them reach their goal!! 

Women’s Evening Edition  

WEE met January 8th, 2020 at Fairfax UMC. 

President, Mary Brown called the meeting to order and opened with a prayer. 

Those present were Lisa Mitchell, Amy Sefrit, Lois Wiley, Jayne Martin, Suzanne Southard, Mary 
Brown, Alice Kemerling, Sandi Wilmes, Sandy Burke, and Betty Allen.   

Suzanne served delicious refreshments.  Thank you Suzanne! 

Mary Brown opened the floor with Election of Officers for the coming year. Our new officers for 2020 
are: Amy Sefrit, President; Sandy Burke, Treasurer; and Betty Allen, Secretary. 

Alice Kemerling presented a heartfelt devotion reading from excerpt of authors, Rick Warren and 
Joyce Meyer. The themes of the readings were “God is In Control” and “Let Go of your Concerns”.  
Power comes when you surrender to God. Also Worry is the opposite of Faith. Humble yourself before 
God! Alice reminded us of the words in the Serenity Prayer. 

Betty Allen read the minutes of the last meeting, and they were approved as read. 

Betty read “thank you’s” from C.A.R.E for our donations to them and also Sharon Smith for our 
outreach to her.  

Sandy Burke presented the Treasurer’s Report. She reported that all of our bills were paid and that we 
were able to purchase a new Nativity scene for enrichment of the community.  It was a blessed 
addition to the Fairfax Park during the Christmas season! 

Joys and concerns were shared by several of the members.  

Sign Up Sheet for devotions and refreshments for 2020 was passed around during the meeting. 

Lisa Mitchell appealed to our group for help with desserts for the Spanish Club Spaghetti Dinner 
fundraiser to be held at the church on January 26th.  

Since Confirmation Class is held immediately after church, the parents were requesting help with food 
for the young people who are attending the confirmation class.  We will reach out to them to see how 
we can help with food or money to pay for food. 

Alice will be providing a “thank you” to be placed in the newsletter thanking those that supported our 
fundraising auction that paid for the new Nativity Scene that was purchased and shared with the 
community. 

Lois gave a report on the Prison Ministry that she heads.  Thank you Lois! 

We collected $19.00 to be given to the Food Pantry. 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, February 12th at 6:30 PM. **Mark your calendars and join us for 
what will be an enriching presentation by Diana Vernon on her mission trip to the Romania area.  Alice 
will provide refreshments. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Betty Allen, Secretary                        
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Atchison County 

Singles Group 

This group will meet on Sun., February 2 
at 12:15 pm in the Tarkio UMC fellowship 
hall for a potluck meal with lots of fun 
and good conversation! 

This is open to ALL SINGLES in our county 
(all ages are welcome)!! 

They meet the first Sunday of each month 
(unless otherwise posted). 

Ash Wednesday 

Fairfax UMC will be having an  
Ash Wednesday Worship Service  

on Wed., February 26th at 5:30 pm. 

Food Pantry of Tarkio / Westboro / Fairfax  

Fairfax UMC will be working the Food Pantry, located in Tarkio, during the month of February. 

If you are able to volunteer, 
please contact Barb Jones at 686-3481 

and leave a message, or in person, 
so she can make out the schedule. 

The dates and hours that it will be open are: 

Tuesday, February 18   9:00 - 11:00 am  
and  7:00 - 8:00 pm 

Thursday, February 20   9:00 - 11:00 am 

Tuesday, February 25   9:00 - 11:00 am 

Thursday, February 27   9:00 - 11:00 am 

deadline for giving in 2019 is February 10th.  
Checks can be made out to ‘Growing Hope 
Globally’ and given to Bob Sefrit. 

Four out of five of the world’s poor live in rural 
areas & depend on farming to feed & support 
their families. So far, Growing Hope has helped 
more than 2 million people grow their own food  
& earn an income through positive changes  
that last!  

Guest Speaker at W.E.E. 

Diana Vernon will be presenting the program at the 
Feb. 12th WEE meeting beginning at 6:30 pm.  
In April of 2019 Diana traveled to Romania as part of a 
Nazarene mission team to work with the Roma gypsy 
people living five hours north of Bucharest and with 
the Open Door Ministries in Bucharest where services 
are provided for women who have escaped or been 
rescued from human trafficking. She will be sharing 
slides and interesting experiences about this trip.   
All women are invited.    

Church Council 

Sunday, February 2nd following worship 
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With GivePlus Church,  
our mobile giving app,  

you can make giving easier. 
Use your smartphone to give 

anytime, anywhere!  

With GivePlus Church, you can 
give to any of our funds when 

it is convenient for you.  

 General 

 Memorial 

 Altar Flowers 

 Bulletins 

 Website 

 Youth Missions  
(Chokwe UMC) 

 Benevolent 

 Special Sundays 
 

You can also choose whether 
to donate as a guest or set up 
an account that allows you to 

conveniently schedule and 
manage recurring donations, 

store bank account information 
for future gifts and  
view giving history.  

Stop by the church office to 
learn more. Thank you for 
your continued generosity.  

WEE purchased a new Nativity scene for the Fairfax park this year!    
They hope our church members and the community will enjoy it for 
many years. Thank you to everyone for your generous support at 
the WEE ham dinner and auction, so that funds were available for 
our church to continue this Christmas tradition! 

January 

26th 

 

Pleasant View Worship:  

Fairfax UMC is scheduled to bring the worship service at the  
Rock Port nursing home on Sunday, February 23rd at 3:30 pm.  

This is a great way to show God’s love for others...come along and 
visit with the residents! 
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From umc.org 

Lent will begin on Wednesday, February 26 (through Easter Sunday, April 12th) 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

FEBRUARY 
 

Worship  
Schedule 

Sunday School:  
9:30 am 

Worship:  
10:30am 

Channel 61:  
4:00pm Tues 

 

Office Hours 

8:00 am—12:00 pm 
Mon—Thurs 

Phone:  
660-686-3314 

umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Fax: 660-686-9505 

 

Pastor’s Hours 

Tues & Thurs 
8:00 am—12:00 pm 

417-770-6731 (cell) 
736-5823 (home) 

asanders1016@ 
yahoo.com 

   1 

2    

‘the Nook’- Lois W. & 
Jayne M. 

Atch. Cnty Singles 
Group: potluck 
12:15pm at Tarkio 
UMC fellowshiphall  

Confirmation Class 
following worship  

3 

 

4 

 

5 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

Worship Team: 
6:30pm 
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Meals-on-Wheels: 
DeAnna 

8 

9 

‘the Nook’ - Betty A. 

Kid’s Bake Sale:  
during SS and  
after Worship 

Confirmation Class 
following worship  
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11 

 

12 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

WEE: 6:30pm 

 

 

 

 

13 14  Valentines Day 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Mardee 

15 

 

16 

‘the Nook’ - Alice K. 

Confirmation:  
during 10:30am 
worship 

 

 

17  Presidents Day 
(observed) 

Office Closed 

fh reserved by  
C. Pyeatt for Sorosis 

18 

Food Pantry:  
9-11am 
7-8pm 
(staffed by FUMC) 

Newsletter  
Deadline: MAR 

 

 

19 

 

 

20 

Food Pantry:  
9-11am 
(staffed by FUMC) 

21 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Alice 

 

 

 

22 

23 

‘the Nook - Mardee C. 

Pleasant View 
Worship: 3:30pm 

24 

 

 

25 

Food Pantry:  
9-11am 
(staffed by FUMC) 

26  Ash Wednesday 

Worship Service: 
5:30pm 

27 

Food Pantry:  
9-11am 
(staffed by FUMC) 

28 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Bob & Amy 

29 

2020 Pastor Andrew Sanders 
209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491  -  Cell: 417-770-6731 

Fairfax UMC        
305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318,  
Fairfax, MO 64446          
www.fairfaxumc.net   -  660-686-3314 

7 
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HOTLINES: 

Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000 
     24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families 

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738 

Elderly Abuse and Neglect ------ 1-800-392-0210 

Gambling Addiction -------------- 1-888-BETSOFF 
 ------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633) 

Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280 

Missouri School Violence -------- 1-866-748-7047 

Poison Control --------------------- 1-800-392-9111 

Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence 
 --------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline ----- 1-800-273-TALK 
 ------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255) 

Teen-to-Teen Hotline ------------ (800) TLC-TEEN 
 ---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336 

Crisis TEXT Line ----------------------------- 741741 

T
h
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n
k
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February Birthdays 

  

 Bruce VanGundy 02/01 
 Scott Swinehart 02/02 
 James Monk 02/03 
 Kelly Barnes 02/05 
 Jim Davis   02/05 
 Grant Hopkins 02/06 
 Jerry Hall   02/09 
 Judy Holtz  02/10 
 Phil Graves  02/13 
 Mike Monk  02/14 
 Amanda Walker 02/14 
 Aurora Hale   02/14 
 Max Hopkins  02/17 
 Tim Oswald  02/17 
 Melvin Rogers 02/20 
 Jim Whittington 02/20 
 Jeff Burke  02/24 
 Russ Brown  02/26 
 
 

February  

Anniversaries 
  

 Roger & Melanie Riley  02/01 
 Kaleb & Ashley Oelze  02/11 
 Harold & Susan Gomel  02/15 
 Tracy & Holly Barnes  02/20 
 
   

If you or your loved ones are not  
on the list, contact the church office: 

umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314  
with your info and we will get  

our records updated. 

United Methodist MEn 

No meeting in February due to Ash Wednesday 
falling on the 4th Wednesday. 

Methodist Church family, I would like to 
express my appreciation for your very 
generous Christmas gift! Thank You so 
much for being so nice! Blessings to you 
all in the New Year!    Love in Christ—Janet 

Women’s Evening 

Edition (WEE) 

Wed., February 12th at 6:30 pm  

Office Closed 

Monday, February 17th for 
Presidents Day 

tel:18008528336
tel:18008528336
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Serving our church  

in February: 

Altar Flowers: The Phil Graves Family  

     in memory of all loved ones  

Bulletins:   

 Feb 2:  Dixie & DeAnna Coggin 

 in memory of E. Blanche Coggin 

 Feb 9: Jason & Carolyn Hall family  

 in memory of loved ones 

 Feb 16:  Danny & Alice Kemerling 

 in memory of their parents  

 Feb 23:  Gerry & Mardee Collingham 

 in prayers for Blake & Brett Tomlir 

Communion Steward:  Phil Graves 

Laptop:  

 Feb 2: _____________  Feb 9: Dana Tracy 

 Feb 16: Dana Trace  Feb 23: Jim Ball 

Scripture Reader:  Jayne Martin 

Ushers:  Roger Southard and Rodney Wilmes 

Web Site Sponsor:  Jim & Betty Allen 

Stewardship 2019: 

facebook 
You can find a link on our church website at: 
www.fairfaxumc.net.  

Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 
We will be recognizing our birthdays and 
anniversaries on the last Sunday of each 
month during worship!  

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Receipts as of January 28, 2020: 
 

Plate & Electronic Offerings:                   Attendance: 
  First Sunday 2,768.63  56 
  Second Sunday 948.10  53 
  Third Sunday 2,403.00  46 
  Fourth Sunday 2,142.70  60 
  Fifth Sunday -  - 
   Total ‘General’ Offerings: 8,262.43 
De 
 

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only: 
 Received to Date Total Income: 8,262.43 
 Needed to Date Total Budgeted:   10,356.00     
     (2,589 weekly)c. 
 
 
 

  Received  Received 
 SPECIAL OFFERINGS: Since Last Report To Date 

 Altar Flowers 35.00 35.00 

 Benevolent Fund 150.00 150.00 

 Bulletins 50.00 50.00 

 GHG (formerly FRB) 0.00 0.00 

 Mozambique Initiative (loose change)   

    Loose Change:  118.18 118.18 

 Sunday School 82.80 82.80 

 Web Site 26.25 26.25 

 Special Sundays: 

    Human Relations Day 85.00 85.00 

    UMCOR Sunday 0.00 0.00 

    Native American Ministries 0.00 0.00 

    Peace with Justice 0.00 0.00 

    World Communion 0.00 0.00 

    UM Student Day 0.00 0.00 

We do AFTERNOON visits once 
a week or no less than twice  

a month. 
 

We are looking for more volunteers...please 
prayerfully consider if this could be YOU!  
Call Lois at 660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040. 

Tarkio-Westboro-Fairfax  

Food Pantry  
For January, please help the  

food pantry recipients by donating:  

Sugar  Lotion 

Kleenex 
The donation box is by the west sanctuary entrance. 
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Address Service Requested 

Fairfax United Methodist Church 
305 N. Broadway 
P.O. Box 318 
Fairfax, MO 64446 

FEBRUARY 2020 

FAIRFAX MESSENGER FAIRFAX MESSENGER  

Does this get opened? 

(other available options:  

e-mailed, or viewed  

on our website) 

If you do not need to  

receive this newsletter by 

mail, please let us know at: 

umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Dear Friends in Fairfax,                                         

“How firm a foundation, ye saints in the Lord  
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word! 
What more can He say than to you He hath said,  
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?” 

Don’t you just love this reminder from the old hymn?? As we start a pretty 
tumultuous year and decade, it’s vital to remember Who our Firm Foundation is! 

The hymn goes on to remind us: “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, For 
I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause 
thee to stand, Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.” 

…And so much more in the subsequent stanzas! (Check out all of them if you get a 
chance.) These reassuring declarations often encourage me in my devotional times. 

I’m thankful for His presence in this new year, regardless of what may come! Some 
of my MK friends (and their parents!) are needing a strong sense of His presence 
and peace and comfort as they have had to part ways after the holidays. Some 
parents have dreaded this separation since last July, knowing it was eminent as 
they’d have to return to their field of service, leaving behind their treasured young 
person to navigate university turmoil on a separate continent. Others have had 
sweet holiday times together in their host countries, but had to put their kids on 
the plane and send them off again. Never, never easy either way. 

THANK YOU for your gracious, generous, faithful gifts that allow me to continue pouring into these kids as God 

provides the opportunity!   

Counting on that Firm Foundation,                                           

~  Judy Keith     judykeith@barnabas.org      Tax-deductible gifts for Judy’s ministry may be made payable to: Barnabas Int’l, P.O. Box 708, Elkhorn, WI 53121.  www.barnabas.org 

Praises   
...Travel safety at Christmas! 

...SAVE THE DATE!  New MuKappa 
website launch coming soon: 

02.20.2020!!! Praise for the gifts to make 
it happen! For greater appreciation of the 

improvement, check out the current 
website: www.mukappa.org.  

Hopefully very soon my MuKappa 
updates will be coming 

from Judy@mukappa.org . :) 
Prayer please: 

…Foundation meeting on Jan. 24  
(they will decide whether to grant $9000 

toward completing the MuKappa  
upgrade process). 

…For God’s divine appointments   
as I travel to TX, OK, AR in Jan./Feb. Please 
also pray for my preparation for a workshop 

and devo’s in a classroom and dorm at 
LeTourneau Jan.27-29. 

Thank you! 

JANUARY THANKS  2020                                                                     

mailto:Judy@mukappa.org

