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- Pastor Andrew Sanders

And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are
not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet.
Matthew 24:6
I feel that this is a scripture that could be speaking to each one of
us, especially in today’s society. The important thing in these words
that Jesus is speaking is to focus on the “do not be alarmed”
portion. I think Jesus is bringing awareness but not panic. In other
words, he is saying “seize the day and live out the call that I have
placed upon your lives, love God and love your neighbors, find ways
to live peacefully in un un-peaceful world.”
Justification is where neighbor recognizes neighbor because they
have been illuminated By God’s light that has broken the bleak
darkness of humankind transferring it into a closer likeness to
himself then one would ever achieve on their own.1
The body of Christ is constantly growing, moving and shifting into
the picture that God had planned for it from the very beginning.
The problem that faces the body is that the body still lives in a
world that is fractured, it is violent and attempts to place people
above other people, if this goes on how can one live out their call
as the peaceful body of Christ?
Jesus did not come into this world to leave us unchanged; instead
His intention is to change us into constructive disciples of the
community of tomorrow.2 When looking at the early church we see
a community of believers that banded together to care for
one another.
This community living is out lined in Acts 2:44-47; 44 And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they
were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received
their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their
number day by day those who were being saved.
For many people a community such as the early church would be a
dream come true. The early church waited expectantly on a daily
basis for Jesus to return when this did not happen the communal
Continued on page 2
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living fell away, giving forth instead to the idea that all the world needs to be served in this way.
There are a couple things to take away from this communal living experience. One is that the
believer should live like they have an expectation that Christ will return at any moment. The
world continues to feel the sting of war and violence because there is a fracture within our
structures of societies. Even the early Apostles and other disciples lived in a world with a violent
fractured society. In the midst of that violence they lived out their call propagating peace
not violence.
Another thing that can be gleaned from the early church is the way that they cared for one
another, selling possessions so that none went without. Going home to home, joyously providing
food to one another. Even though the idea of communal living breaks down when trying to apply
it to our fractured societies, the Christian is still called into community. After all, even if
Christians can’t live in a world of peace one should continue to be true to their call and instill
God’s grace and peace to the community that surrounds them through the love of Christ and who
knows maybe that will be the peace that changes at least one person’s world.
1

Dietrich Bonhoeffer et al., Ethics (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2009), 146.
Stanley M Hawerwas; John Berkman, (editor), Michael G. Cartwright (editor). Hawerwas reader. Durham, NC, USA: Duke University Press
2011. P118 http://site.ebrary.com/lib/dukelibraries/Doe?id=10195300&ppg=137
2

Church Finance
Report for April 2017
Expenses:
Administrative/Office : ........... $

225.92

Financial: .......................... $

161.77

Outreach/Witness: ............... $

100.00

Staff Salaries: ...................... $ 6,119.46
Trustees: ............................ $ 2,163.75
Worship:.............................. $

-35.00

Total Expenses:

$ 11,817.40

Total Income:

$ 21,299.50

April Difference:

$ 9,482.10

Women’s Evening Edition
WEE met Wednesday evening May 10.
Mardee Collingham led the business meeting.
Cleaning and organizing the church kitchen was
discussed with possible ideas given. Appreciation was
expressed for the additional shelf built in the furnace
room by Danny Kemerling and Ernie Hafner. Larger
items from the kitchen such as roaster ovens will be
stored there.
Mardee announced that Seenagers would be meeting
at Trails End May 19th.
Sandy Burke gave the financial report. A check had
been given to the church to pay for flooring in the
parsonage.
Refreshments furnished by Alice Kemerling
were enjoyed.
Sandy Burke will give the devotion at the June
meeting. Mardee Collingham will provide the
refreshments.
$11 was collected for Judy Keith's ministry to
missionary students studying in the US.

Mowing: Would you like to donate towards the summer mowing costs? Please make checks

payable to Fairfax UMC and memo them ‘mowing’. There is a poster by the west desk showing how
much of our estimated cost (1,600) has been covered so far. Each square on the poster signifies $30.
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The youth
of
Fairfax UMC
led the
worship service
on
Sunday,
May 21st
and then
served their
Spaghetti
Dinner!
Mickayla Bowling
Karri Bowling
Ben Bowling
Trey Bowling
Drew Sanders
Jaycee Graves
Jesse Graves
Braden Graves
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You Can Help
Transform Lives
"I would not have been able to help my family get ahead without the training I received," Pedro.
Uplift even more people like Pedro through a unique opportunity offered by our Spring Forward Campaign. Every donation received by June 30 will be matched (up to the first $15,000 received), thanks
to the generosity of one of our board members. We hope to raise at least $80,000 for our programs
that need funding from June through September.

Pedro's life has changed thanks to donors like you.
It was only six years ago when Pedro and his family did not own land, have enough food to last them
throughout the year, or enough income to cover basic expenses.
Since then, everything has changed. Pedro’s participation in an FRB-funded program in the Dominican
Republic, combined with hard work and determination, have made a dramatic difference in his family’s life. He now farms a field that he owns and he and his family no longer experience hunger
months. What’s more, Pedro can now afford to pay school fees for his wife and son.
He was so filled with joy when he saw a group of visitors from FRB that he pulled them into his field
and gave them dozens of oranges, exclaiming: “It is the least I can do to say thank you. I would not
have been able to help my family get ahead without the training I received.”
Pedro’s story is just one example of the transformation taking place every day in communities around
the world, thanks to donors like you. To help more people experience the dignity of providing for their
families and enable FRB to impact the Next One Million lives by 2023, please support our Spring Forward Campaign.
Double your gift simply by donating today. You will ensure programs with the greatest need move forward and help nearly 90,000 more farmers like Pedro.
Thank you in advance for your continued generous support.
http://www.foodsresourcebank.org/springforward

From email: Foods Resource Bank | 4479 Central Avenue, Western Springs, IL 60558

Juda House
The youth of Fairfax UMC will
prepare and serve a meal to the
men of Juda House in St. Joseph
on Sunday, June 25th.

Pleasant View
Worship
Our church is scheduled to
give the worship service on
Sunday, June 4th at the Rock
Port nursing home at 3:30 pm.
Volunteers are welcome to
come along and visit with the
residents!
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June 18th

Finance Report:
The Finance Committee would like to thank everyone for their generous Easter offerings!
We have received $310 so far toward our goal of raising $1,600 to cover our mowing expenses. It costs
approximately $70 a week to keep our church yard looking nice and inviting. If this is something you
would like to donate toward, please mark your check "mowing" in the memo line and either drop it in
the offering plate or mail to the church.
The Methodist Men have generously agreed to donate our $350 needed for Bible School this year and
we thank them for that support of our youth.
We have paid all of our district apportionments for the year and will be currently accepting donations
towards our conference apportionments. The apportionments go not only toward administrative expense but also to support the many missions of the Missouri United Methodist. Our apportionments are
an important part of us being a United Methodist Church. Total amount needed this year is $14,220
which is $3,555 a quarter or $1,185 per month. To break this number down even further based on 100
giving members; it is only $12 per month per person!! If you would like to donate towards our apportionments for the year, please mark "apportionments" in the memo section of your check and drop into
the offering plate or mail to the church. As we collect money for this, we will continue to send it in
and are hoping to have this paid before our Christmas offerings come in so that we can start 2018 on a
sound financial track with a little money in our general fund rather than starting the new year off behind as has been done for quite some time. Please consider giving to this.
The church Council voted to take out a Loan for 6,000 to finish renovations on the parsonage.
We have entered into a one year (Jun2017-May2018) rental contract for the parsonage at $700 month.
We will continue to work toward making sure the financial needs of our church are met in a timely
manner. We feel truly blessed to have such a generous congregation to make this possible. If anyone
has any fundraising ideas, please feel free to share them with us.
-Charla Graves, Finance Chair

Peace with Justice Sunday: June 11th
Equipping The United Methodist Church to Do Justice in Jesus’ Name
When you give on Peace with Justice Sunday, your gift makes possible our critical
kingdom work in the world. Because you give:
 Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting Arizona border communities
 United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to implement the
denomination’s Social Principles to address social-justice issue
 Pennsylvania students are educating their community about sex-trafficking at
home and abroad
These initiatives, and hundreds of other ones, are possible because you give.
Your Giving Makes Possible the Proclamation of Christ’s Peace
Will you continue to support Peace with Justice Sunday? Will you empower local Christians—in
Pennsylvania and Arizona and Liberia—to build the kingdom of peace that Jesus ushered in?
In Jesus’ inaugural address, standing in his home synagogue in Nazareth, he detailed his game plan,
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the
oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19)
Through your giving, good news is proclaimed to—and experienced by—the poor. Thanks be to God!
Please use the envelope, enclosed with this newsletter, for your offering (made payable to
Fairfax UMC, memo-PWJS). You may either mail it to the church office (PO Box 318, Fairfax MO
64446) or bring it to church and drop it into the offering plate. Thank You!
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The Festival of Sharing is an interfaith, state-wide celebration and gathering of resources that is held on the third
Saturday in October each year in Sedalia, MO. The Festival
of Sharing promotes and supports projects & programs by
providing funding and resource goods. When people of faith
come together, our sharing makes a positive and powerful
difference in the lives of people in need.
Please participate in ‘Sharing the Hope’ around Missouri.
Thank You!
The Deadline for donations is September 30th.
Eye glasses will again be collected.
Month of June: Missouri Student Dental Pack**
(7,027 request versus 1,088 shared in 2016)
and Missouri Blankets
(2,439 requested versus 946 shared in 216)
June 4: 4 child-sizes soft toothbrushes (in original
package),
2 adult soft toothbrushes (in original package)
June 11: 1 fluoride toothpaste (6oz or larger), 1 dental floss (any size)
**in 1 gallon ziplock bag

June 18: 36”x45” fleece blankets (for children).
June 25: Throw blankets or Twin-King sizes preferred. Quilts or blankets are accepted.
Month of July: Missouri Personal Hygiene Kits**
(11,940 requested versus 2,164 shared in 2016)
July 2: 1 fluoride toothpaste (6oz or more), 1 toothbrush (in original package)
July 9: 1 bath-size bar of soap (in package), 1 bottle shampoo (11-14oz)
July 16: 1 washcloth, 1 had towel
July 23: 1 bottle skin lotion (11-14oz), 1 deodorant
July 30: 1 comb OR brush, 2 razors (disposable)
**in 2 or 2.5 gallon ziplock bag
Month of August: Missouri Readin’ & Writin’ Pack**
(7,277 requested versus 2,263 shared in 216)
August 6: 6 new pencils with erasers, 2 ink pens (medium point), 1 pencil holder bag
August 13: 3 - 4 folders with pockets, 2—70 page spiral or tape bound notebooks (140 pages total)
August 20: 1 box of 24 crayons (only 24), 1 box of 10 markers
August 27: 1 large eraser, 1—12 inch ruler, 1 pair of child-sized metal scissors
**smaller items into pencil holder and then all into 2-2.5 gallon ziplock bag

Month of September: Missouri Paper Products Pack (9,254 requested versus 554 shared in 2016)
September 3:

3 wrapped packages of toilet paper with 4 double rolls each (unable to receive 12 rolls
in one pack)

September 10: 2 rolls paper towels (good quality)
September 17: 2 facial tissues (large rectangular boxes)
**These items are desperately needed because people cannot buy paper products with food stamps
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305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318, Fairfax, MO 64446
660-686-3314 www.fairfaxumc.net

SUNDAY
Pastor’s Hours
Tues & Thurs
8:00 am—12:00 pm
417-770-6731 (cell)
736-5823 (home)
fairfaxumc@
fairfaxmo.net
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Pleasant View
Worship:
3:30pm

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

8

9
10
Annual Conference
6/9-6/12

Worship
Schedule
Sunday School:
9:30 am
Worship:
10:30am
Channel 61:
4:00pm Tues

Office Hours
8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs
660-686-3314
umc@fairfaxmo.net
Fax: 660-686-9505
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209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491
Cell: 417-770-6731
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7
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

Meals-on-Wheels:
Mardee and Amy

11
A.C. cont.

12

13

Peace with Justice
Sunday (observed)

14
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
W.E.E.: 6:30pm

15

16

Memorial Service
Duane Riley
10:30 am w/ lunch
served noon

18 Father’s Day

19

20
Pastor at classes
through 6/30

21
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

22

23
Meals-on-Wheels:
Alice & Danny

25
Juda House:
youth will prepare
& serve meal

26
Deadline:
JUL Newsletter

27

28
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
UMM: 6:00pm

29

30
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17

24

Wed., June 14 at 6:30 pm

United
Methodist Men
Wed., June 28, 6:00 pm

June Birthdays
Gary Frohn
Charla Graves
Paul Jones
Kim Fox
Daniel Smith
Garrett Ball
Travis Martin
Lori Smith
MicKayla Bowling
Karri Bowling
Michael Bowlin
Jill Riley
John Brown
Roger Southard
DeAnna Coggin
Dona Kemerling
Deane Gomel
Ernie Hafner
Jill Pyeatt
Roger Riley
Richard Slemons

06/02
06/03
06/03
06/05
06/05
06/07
06/07
06/07
06/07
06/07
06/09
06/12
06/13
06/13
06/14
06/16
06/17
06/18
06/26
06/26
06/28

June
Anniversaries
Alan & Judy Bradfield
Roger & LouAnn Pennel
James & Amber Zumbrunnen
David & Krista Sly
Ralph & Gale Ball
Tim & Kara Vette
Jim & Rhonda Ball
Trevor & Mendy Houghton
Bob & Amy Sefrit
Tony & Lisa Mitchell

06/01
06/03
06/06
06/08
06/10
06/12
06/19
06/21
06/26
06/27

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.

Thank you to Ernie Hafner and Danny
Kemerling for building the additional
shelf in the furnace room for storage of
larger items from the kitchen.
Thank you to all who supported the youth
Spaghetti Dinner Sunday May 21st. A special
thank you to Keira Raya for helping set up the
dining room while the older youth prepared for
the worship service.
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Thank You

Women’s
Evening Edition

Thank you to the yout
h who led the
worship service Sunda
y May 21st. It was
a joy to see you, hear
your voices and
worship with you. We
are proud of the
young adults you ha
ve become. Mickayla,
Karri, Ben, and Trey
Bowling. Drew
Sanders, Jaycee, Jesse
and Braden Graves.

HOTLINES:
Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ----- 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction --------------- 1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence-------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control -------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline ---- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)
Teen-to-Teen Hotline ----------- (800) TLC-TEEN
---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336
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Serving our church
in June:

Stewardship 2017:
Receipts as of May 24, 2017:
Plate & Electronic Offerings:
Attendance:
Monday through First Sunday
1,580.20
48
Monday through Second Sunday
1,803.00
36
Monday through Third Sunday
1,817.00
41
Monday through Fourth Sunday
Monday through Fifth Sunday
Total ‘General’ Offerings:
5,200.20
Dec.’s Budget income needed: 10,752.00
Received
Special Offerings:
in Month
Altar Flowers
35.00
Back Pack Buddies
0.00
Building Use
0.00
Bulletins
40.00
Church Camp/Mission
427.00
Festival of Sharing
0.00
Food Pantry
0.00
(Baby Bottles)
0.00
FRB
0.00
Loose Change/Youth Min.
0.00
Soup-er Bowl Dinner
0.00
Misc. Income
2,257.60
Mowing
30.00
Sunday School
37.20
Web Site
0.00
Wildfire Relief Fund
0.00
Special Sundays:
Human Relations Day
58.00
UMCOR Sunday
300.00
Native American Ministries 148.00
Peace with Justice
0.00
World Communion
0.00
UM Student Day
0.00

Acolyte: the children
Altar Flowers: Ernie & Nancy Hafner
in memory of Jess & Vera Bowman
and Don & Juel Bowman
Bulletins: June 4 - Dixie Coggin & DeAnna Coggin
in memory of loved ones

Received
To Date
175.00
0.00
200.00
220.00
427.00
0.00
25.00
305.07
0.00
416.20
653.00
9,022.45
310.00
324.68
79.25
172.00

June 11 June 18 June 25 Communion Steward: _______________
Liturgist: _______________
Ushers: Jim & Rhonda Ball and family

We do evening visits
once a week or no less
than twice a month.
If you feel led to help
or have more questions,
please contact Lois
660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040.
More volunteers needed!

58.00
300.00
148.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
55,359.38
Needed to Date Total Income:
54,421.71

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

facebook

We will be recognizing our birthdays and
anniversaries on the last Sunday of each
month during worship!

You can find a link on our church website
at: www.fairfaxumc.net.

Reminder:

Vacation Bible School

 If at anytime, you’d like to make any changes to

VBS will be held the week of
July 10-14 in the evenings
hosted by the Christian Church.
Keep watch for more details.

receiving our newsletter...just email Darla in the
church office, umc@fairfaxmo.net
Possible ways to receive: by email; pick up at
church; by mail; or read from website.
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Dear Friends in Fairfax,
May Thanks ~ 2017
Walking with Warriors:
Tif update: Chemo re-do!
A.N.A.T.O.M.Y. of a My Kappa Ministry Partner…
(Recommended by her
A person, group or church passionate about encouraging MKs as they transition to the US surgeon and 2nd opinion
Necessary!!
oncologist.) I’m in TX to
help during chemo. Surgery
Ability to give to the ministry through prayer, finances, practical helps.
will probably be in June.
Thoroughly appreciated!
She continues to feel well!
Optimistic that what we do makes a difference!
Many people from many ages and backgrounds…
Please pray for graduating
MKs as they say good-bye
YOU!
and prepare for life in the
OK, I had way too much fun with this. But it has been on my heart recently as I have
been with some of you and prayed over the team of people who make this ministry pos- US! Thank you!
sible. Each month I marvel at how the Lord has moved you, my partners, to participate in one form or another
in encouraging Missionary Kids! Maybe you listened to the nudge in your spirit to “pray for Judy” or “pray for
MKs” or “send a Starbucks card for MKs” or “praise God, I have some funds to share” or “Maybe I can have MKs
for a meal”…
Whatever form your partnership takes, it is vital and truly the result of your sensitivity to the Lord’s promptings
as together we make a difference in the lives of Missionary Kids and their families.
So...how is your armor feeling? Because I see you as warriors. Warriors who stand in the gap for me, my family,
the people that I’m privileged to serve. I’m humbled by the ministry and lives entrusted to me, and so appreciate that I’m not in it alone!
So grateful to be in the battle with you!
MK Ministry, Mu Kappa Representative, Serving Families in Global Transition.

www.mukappa.org

www.barnabas.org
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Address Service Requested
Fairfax United Methodist Church
305 N. Broadway
P.O. Box 318
Fairfax, MO 64446
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FAIRFAX MESSENGER

~ Judy Keith
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