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Pastor’s

Corner

- Pastor Andrew Sanders

Grace is a wonderful thing. So many of us are confused by the idea of
grace, maybe because of its simplicity. There is a great article that
illustrates the concept of grace written by Charles Stanley. “One of my
more memorable seminary professors had a practical way of illustrating to
his students the concept of grace. At the end of his evangelism course he
would distribute the exam with the caution to read it all the way through
before beginning to answer it. This caution was written on the exam as
well. As we read the test, it became unquestionably clear to each of us that
we had not studied nearly enough.
The further we read, the worse it became. About halfway through,
audible groans could be heard throughout the lecture hall. On the last
page, however, was a note that read, "You have a choice. You can either
complete the exam as given or sign your name at the bottom and in so
doing receive an A for this assignment." Wow? We sat there stunned. "Was
he serious? Just sign it and get an A?" Slowly, the point dawned on us, and
one by one we turned in our tests and silently filed out of the room.
When I talked with the professor about it afterward, he shared some of
the reactions he had received through the years. Some students began to
take the exam without reading it all the way through, and they would
sweat it out for the entire two hours of class time before reaching the
last page. Others read the first two pages, became angry, turned the test
in blank, and stormed out of the room without signing it. They never
realized what was available, and as a result, they lost out totally.
One fellow, however, read the entire test, including the note at the end,
but decided to take the exam anyway. He did not want any gifts;
he wanted to earn his grade. And he did. He made a C+, but he could
easily have had an A.”
This is a wonderful story that illustrates many people’s reaction to
Grace. Maybe grace is just too simple sometimes. I imagine we all react
to the idea of Grace differently. Some of us are immediately humbled by
the idea of such a loving God, a God that would love us so much that he
would pour himself out; completely for the sins of the world. Yet others,
think there is no way it can be that simple. They find this solution to sin
to be unrealistic and many can’t seem to believe that God would offer
grace so freely, they wait to find the hidden strings. They wait to find the
small print!
But regardless of where you find yourself, God grace is still the same.
And just as Charles Stanley’s illustration so beautifully shows us, there are
no strings, no conditions just unconditional love. The idea of grace is
restoration, to bring us to a place that we can finally live for God and
until we accept that grace; we are just taking the test by ourselves.
Why should we struggle to get a C, when we could easily have an A?
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Welcome Back BBQ

Justice

Sunday, July 22nd from 6 to 7 in the evening
we will have a ‘Welcome Back’ Barbecue for
Pastor Andrew and his family.

is getting what you deserve

Mercy

This will be in the parking lot behind the
church. Everybody bring a side dish and a lawn
chair. S’mores, hotdogs and buns, drinks, and
paper products will be provided.
(If the weather’s bad we will have it indoors.)

is not getting what you deserve

Grace

is getting what you don’t deserve

Sunday School’s
Poster Contest
Lower Elem ........... $51.45
Upper Elem ........... $49.34
Young Adults ......... $31.60
Adults.................. $11.49

Happy 4

th

of

JH/HS Youth.......... $10.30
Above are our ending totals raised during our
Poster Contest. Pictured is our winning poster!
This money,

July!

Office will be closed.

$154.18

Church Finance Report
for May 2018

will go towards our
next mission project
for Chokwe UMC in Mozambique.
(a motorbike for their
pastor?
Details to come.)

Expenses:
Administrative/Office: ....... $

217.46

Finance: ......................... $

1,237.00

Misc: ............................. $

104.36

Nurture: ......................... $

205.51

Outreach/Witness: ........... $

51.77

Staff Salaries: .................. $

8,269.64

Trustees: ........................ $

1,438.57

Worship: ........................ $

93.39

Total Expenses:

$

11,617.70

Total Income:

$

8,224.67

May Difference:

$

-3,393.03

Thank you for voting
with your
donations!

Summer
Sunday School
We are offering a ‘one-room Sunday School’ for
this summer for grades k-6th at Fairfax UMC.
We are needing your help...would you be able to
lead the lesson for ONE Sunday?
The lessons will be provided!
Step out of your box and get to know our kids!!
Please let Jayne Martin know if you can help.
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Community VBS was held June 4th-8th here at
Fairfax UMC with the Presbyterian, Christian and
Baptist Churches. We had @ 45 children learning,
singing and laughing, throughout the week!

The Fairfax Ministerial Alliance has brought the
‘No Hunger Summer’ program back to Fairfax on
weekdays though July 13 (except July 4th and 5th).
We are teaming with the program in Tarkio and
providing FREE lunches for all kids up to age 18.
(Parents of little ones may stay and eat—one parent per child.)

The FREE lunches are served at CITY HALL in Fairfax
from 11:30 am-12:30 pm each weekday.
If your kids didn’t sign up the day before at City Hall, please call the Fairfax Methodist church,
660-686-3314 before 9:30 am, to reserve your meal for the day.
Our church will be serving the ‘No Hunger Summer’ lunches at City Hall on Fridays.
June 29: Mardee C. and Michelle O.; July 6: still open; July 13: Lois W. and Suzanne S.
Call Amy with questions. Thank You!!
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Women’s Evening Edition
June 13, 2018: Mardee opened the meeting with prayer and each member shared a prayer concern.
Mary read the minutes from last month and they were approved. Sandy gave a Treasurer’s Report
and that was approved. A donation was given to VBS for t-shirts.
During Old Business a discussion about the date in October for our annual Dinner and Basket Auction
resulted in affirming Oct. 28 after the church service. An alternative date will be set should we find
we are in conflict with another Church event.
Prison Ministry was discussed and members were encouraged to support and consider volunteering
for that outreach program. We do purchase bibles to give the inmates.
Another ministry is bringing and serving a meal at Juda House in St. Joseph. This in an enriching
experience for all who have attended. The staff there helps set food up and does all cleanup. This
month we will be going June 24. We serve a meal once a quarter.
Under New Business Amy and Mardee were chosen to manage the next bereavement dinner that will
be needed. Families will be contacted regarding the extent of food they would like to have. We will
adapt as needed as much as we can to their requests.
Seenagers will be gathering at the Southard Farm for a BBQ. Everyone is to bring drinks, lawn chairs
and a side dish to go with the provided hamburgers and buns. The gathering will be on June 30th at 6
p.m. Those wishing to attend should RSVP to Mardee at kisco1@msn.com ro 736-5750.
The evenings offering will be sent to Judy Keith’s ministry.
The 5 members present were given a devotion by Mardee on the 5 finger prayer technique. This was
taken from the recent Bible Study held in the church. With the fingers of your hand you start with
the thumb praying for those nearest and dearest, then proceed through the fingers praying for those
who point you to God, Leaders of church and government, the week and in need and finally the baby
finger represents you. We discussed the sign of the cross and the fact that there are Protestant
prayer beads. Finally, we were reminded to not struggle with what to pray as God wants to hear all
prayers big and small.
Refreshments was one of Amy Sefrit’s delicious angel food cakes and chocolate and vanilla ice
cream.
Mardee adjoined the meeting. The next meeting of WEE will be July 11 at 6:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Brown, Secretary

Choir

Seenagers
will be meeting on Saturday, June 30th
for a picnic, hosted by Suzanne and Roger,
at 6:00 pm. They will provide hamburgers
and buns. Just
bring a side dish,
a lawn chair and a
drink.
Please RSVP to
Mardee so she can
have a count to
give to them.
kisco1@msn.com or 736-5750.

Fairfax UMC has choir
practice at 6:30 PM on the
1st & 3rd Wednesdays.
**In July it will be on
the 3rd Wed. due to
Independence Day,
and then in August we will
return to 1st & 3rd Wednesdays.**
Our hope is to be able to sing in church one or
two Sundays each month!
Would you like to join us?
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Fairfax United Methodist Church

Pastor Andrew Sanders

305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318, Fairfax, MO 64446
660-686-3314 www.fairfaxumc.net

SUNDAY
1

MONDAY
2

TUESDAY
3

Atchison County
Singles Group:
12:15pm potluck @
Tarkio UMC

8

WEDNESDAY
4 Independence
Day

THURSDAY
5

9

10

11

FRIDAY
6

SATURDAY
7

Meals-on-Wheels:
Alice

Office Closed

Scholarship
Presentations:
during 10:30am
worship

15

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491
Cell: 417-770-6731

No Hunger Summer:
Bob & Amy

12

13

Promise Keepers:
6:00am

14

No Hunger Summer:
Lois & Suzanne

W.E.E.: 6:30pm

16

17

19

18

20

Promise Keepers:
6:00am

21

Meals-on-Wheels:
Bob & Amy

Choir Practice:
6:30pm

22

23

‘Welcome Back’
BBQ: 6:00pm out
behind the church

Newsletter
Deadline: August

29

30

24

25

26

27

28

Promise Keepers:
6:00am
UMM: 6:00pm

31

Office Hours
8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs

Pastor at classes in
Dayton through 10th

Phone:
660-686-3314
umc@fairfaxmo.net
Fax: 660-686-9505
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Worship
Schedule
Sunday School:
9:30 am

Pastor’s Hours
Tues & Thurs
8:00 am—12:00 pm

Worship:
10:30am

417-770-6731 (cell)
736-5823 (home)

Channel 61:
4:00pm Tues

asanders1016@
yahoo.com

Scholarship
Presentations

Wed., July 11th at 6:30 pm

Sun., July 8th during 10:30 am Worship

United
Methodist MEn
Wed., July 25th at 6:00 pm for a
meeting and a potluck.

July Birthdays
John Burke
Jorja Peregrine
Jan Pyeatt
Matt Smith
Chance Hecker
Martha Evans
Chloe Bruns
Amy Brown
Bill Graves
Mary Brown
Kimberly Monk
Crysty Koger
Emma Houghton
MJ May
Curtis Southard
Rick Kemerling
Marshal Oswald

07/01
07/02
07/03
07/03
07/12
07/15
07/17
07/18
07/18
07/19
07/23
07/26
07/27
07/28
07/29
07/31
07/31

JULY
Anniversaries
Scott & Bonnie Ray
Paul & Rebecca Jones
Gene & Norma Bradfield
Gerry & Mardee Collingham
James & Lisa Bennett
Wyatt & Mary Hale
Jim & Pam Davis
Ronnie & Jayne Martin
Phil & Charla Graves

07/02
07/03
07/21
07/22
07/23
07/23
07/29
07/30
07/30

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.

thank you to all
We send out a HUGE
tion Bible School in
who helped with Vaca
, helpers, kitchen,
ANY way... teachers
nations… just to
decorators, T-Shirt do
d I’m sure there were
name a few ways an
n 40-50 kids this
more! We had betwee
great time!!
year and they had a
Thank You...Great job with the
short notice we gave you
earlier...We had 24 bottles of
lotion brought in for Annual
Conference in just one Sunday!.

HOTLINES:

Thank You

Women’s Evening
Edition (WEE)

Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ----- 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction --------------- 1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence-------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control -------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline ---- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)
Teen-to-Teen Hotline ----------- (800) TLC-TEEN
---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336
Crisis TEXT Line ----------------------------- 741741
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Serving our church
in July:

Stewardship 2018:
Receipts as of Jun 20, 2018:
Plate & Electronic Offerings:
Monday through First Sunday
Monday through Second Sunday
Monday through Third Sunday
Monday through Fourth Sunday
Monday through Fifth Sunday
Total ‘General’ Offerings:
Dec.’s

Budget income needed:

Altar Flowers: Bob & Barb Jones

Attendance:

3,409.79
1,124.75
1,722.11
6,256.65

50
53
52
-

Bulletins:
Jul 1: Marshal & Michelle Oswald and family
Jul 8: Jon & Beth Graves and family
in memory of Mary Combs
Jul 15: Jon & Beth Graves and family
in memory of Jack Graves

10,752.00

Received
Special Offerings:
in Month
Adopt-a-family
0.00
Altar Flowers
0.00
Apportionments
0.00
Back Pack Buddies
0.00
Building Use
0.00
Bulletins
0.00
Festival of Sharing
0.00
Food Pantry
0.00
FRB
0.00
Lent
0.00
Mozambique Initiative (loose change)
Loose Change: bibles/hymnals 251.21
Soup-er Bowl Dinner: hymnals
0.00
Operation Christmas Child
0.00
Sunday School
17.00
Web Site
26.25
Special Sundays:
Human Relations Day
0.00
UMCOR Sunday
0.00
Native American Ministries
0.00
Peace with Justice
0.00
World Communion
0.00
UM Student Day
0.00

Received
To Date
0.00
215.00
0.00
0.00
75.00
250.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
197.00

Jul 22: Gerry & Mardee Collingham
in memory of The Kiscoans
Jul 29: Gerry & Mardee Collingham
in memory of The Collinghams
Communion Steward: Jayne Martin
Laptop:
Jul 1: ____________
Jul 15: _____________
Jul 29: ___________

971.19
521.00
0.00
304.65
131.00

Jul 8: _____________
Jul 22: ___________

Scripture Reader: Marshal Oswald (1st)
Betty Allen (2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th)
Ushers: Ernie Hafner and Jim Brown
Web Site Sponsor: ______________________

22.00
161.00
136.00
30.00
0.00
0.00

(please call the church office, 686-3314,
if you can fill any of the open areas.)

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
60,329.65
Needed to Date Total Budgeted:
59,894.75
(2,395.79 weekly)

We will be recognizing our birthdays
and anniversaries on the last Sunday of
each month during worship!

facebook

You can find a link on our church website at:
www.fairfaxumc.net.

We do AFTERNOON visits once a week
or no less than twice a month.

Reminder:

If you feel led to help or have more questions,
please call Lois 660-736-4965
or 660-623-0040.

If at anytime, you’d like to make any changes to
receiving our newsletter...just email Darla in the
church office, umc@fairfaxmo.net. Possible ways
to receive: by email; pick up at church; by mail;
or read from website.

More volunteers are needed!
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June Thanks ~ 2018

Dear Friends in Fairfax,
Furlough = NOT a vacation!

Perhaps you know of missionaries who come to the U.S. on “furlough” or home assignment,
either for the summer or sometimes for a year. Maybe you’ve even caught yourself thinking,
“Sure would be nice to take a long vacation like that.” Depending on how well or how
personally you know these missionaries, it doesn’t take much investigation to learn that this
time spent away from their ministry countries is anything but a vacation!
Hopefully there is some rest involved, but this season for them can be quite stressful. It’s often
bittersweet: amazingly wonderful to see extended family and old friends again, but also filled
with many challenges! Besides their normal routine being disrupted, they are trying to see as
many people/churches as possible (often needing to raise more funds in order to continue
ministry), sleeping in many different beds/houses/situations, juggling time and finances,
eating different foods, remembering culturally appropriate cues, navigating children’s
needs..may layers of adjustment are required on a continual basis: Not to mention the much
pre-planning is required before leaving in order to be gone for an extended time. Makes me
tried on their behalf!
In addition to the above “tangible” challenges, the intangibles like heartache of leaving a
teenager here after getting them started in university can be brutal. Although it’s a
challenging season and journey, it’s not without comfort and hope! Resources are available
through school orientations, retreats and Transition Seminars, to name a few. This is where
you and I can make a difference! Because of your partnership, I am able to be involved in these
resources and add personal visits to this list! Thank you for your gifts to help facilitate that!
It’s exciting to me that the personal visits frequently morph into years of friendship! I’m
currently celebrating that three MKs from LeTourneau have graduated and have jobs here in
Olathe! I’ve know Elisabeth since her Re-Entry Seminar 5 years ago, and am enjoying getting to
know her husband Micah (Macedonia) and Chris (Japan). Love it that they’re now my
“neighbors”!
Encouraging them with you,

time! Margie in Denton, Tif &
Fiona in Houston, Rachel in NC.
...Travel safety without weather
adventures.
...New horizons for Margie and
Rachel! (See prayer below, but
praise that they both have good
connections in their new places!)

Prayer:

...For major adjustments as:
Margie will be moving to Denver
this month (prayer as I help her
with that move).
...And Rachel will be moving to
Washington, D.C. this month!
...Our Barnabas MK caregivers’
“Focus Group” is preparing for a 1
1/2 day workshop for other BI staff
before our meetings June 21-27.
...Missionary families are saying
good-bye’s: either they’re leaving
for furlough or their teammates
are leaving...it’s never easy.
Transitions ahead!.

Thank you!

judykeith@barnabas.org Tax-deductible gifts for Judy’s ministry may be made payable to: Barnabas Int’l, P.O. Box 708, Elkhorn, WI 53121. www.barnabas.org
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Address Service Requested
Fairfax United Methodist Church
305 N. Broadway
P.O. Box 318
Fairfax, MO 64446
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~ Judy Keith

Praises:
...Thankful for some daughter
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