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Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to
me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.
36
But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe.
37
All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes
to me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven,
not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is
the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he
has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of
my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him
should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”

Website: www.fairfaxumc.net
Sunday Worship:
Breakfast - 9:00 am
Sunday School - 9:30 am
Worship - 10:30 am
Channel 61 Broadcast - Tues.
4:00 pm
Wednesdays:
Promise Keepers - 6:00 am
Pastor Andrew Sanders
Pastor’s Hours: Tues. & Thurs.
8:00 am—12:00 pm
Study: 660-686-3314
Cell: 417-770-6731
Email: asanders1016@yahoo.com
Mailing Address:
Pastor Andrew Sanders
209 N 6th St
Tarkio, MO 64491

I know that we just came through the Christmas season, this means
that Jesus laying in a manger is still fresh on our hearts and minds. We
love this narrative, God loving the entire world so much that He gave
us the precious gift of His son. With this gift however comes questions
as to why the birth narrative took place in the way that it did and what
do we do with it now?
The first question is why was the Savior and King born in a place
where animals were kept? And why was He then laid in the animals’
food trough? Surely, God’s Son deserved a high-profile birth in the
most elegant of surroundings. But, instead, God’s own Son made His
appearance on earth in the lowliest of circumstances. This humble
birth conveys an amazing message to creation: the transcendent God
condescended to come to us. Instead of coming to earth as a
pampered, privileged ruler, Jesus was born in meekness, as one of us.
He is approachable, accessible, available—no palace gates bar the way
to Him; no ring of guards prevents our approach. The King of kings
came humbly, and His first bed was a manger. This manger presents
itself as an approachable humble baby. This means that Jesus came for
all people in all circumstances.
Jesus was not laid in a manger by accident. It is a major spiritual
symbol. Animals go to the manger for physical food, but with Jesus
lying on the hay, we can go to the manger for spiritual food. Jesus has
an infinite storehouse of nourishment available, and we can approach
him any time and never go hungry. Jesus feeds us with Word and
Sacrament, his gospel and the Eucharist. Jesus wants us to devour his
word, chew on it, slowly reflect on its meaning, swallow and digest it,
Continued on page 2
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and make it part of the fabric of our being. Jesus’ Word is like no other food, it has the power to
save our souls. Not only that, the infant in the feeding trough is the Bread of Life, the true bread
come down from heaven, and whoever eats this bread will live forever.
The manger is a momentous sign that Jesus is sustenance for us. The shepherds feasted first. Now it
is our turn. Jesus born on the first Christmas is food for our souls. I pray that everyone had their soul
nourished during the Christmas season and that you continue to know that Jesus is the sustaining
bread of life. As the year begins there are many opportunities that are before us may we let the
guidance of God ensure that this year is a big year for each of us in the church, the church as a
whole, and all of the community. May this year be guided by a tiny babe in a manger who is
accessible for all.

2017 Caroling Party

Reminder:

Rainy weather on Thurs. afternoon, Dec. 21,
caused us to delay going Christmas caroling
until late afternoon on December 22. But the
delay did not dampen our spirits in bringing joy
to many of our parishioners in the town of
Fairfax. Straw bales on a trailer provided our
seating as 12 of us (youth and adults) huddled
together, singing as we traveled, at a dozen
homes, and to the patients at the hospital.
We ended up at Tony and Lisa Mitchell’s home
where we received warmth, hot chocolate,
and supper. A special thanks to H.A. Sly for
supplying the straw, to Roger Southard for the
use of his pickup and trailer, and to the
Mitchell’s for hosting the party afterwards.

 If at anytime, you’d like to make any changes

to receiving our newsletter...just email Darla in
the church office, umc@fairfaxmo.net
Possible ways to receive: by email; pick up at
church; by mail; or read from website.

Church Finance Report
for November 2017
Expenses:
Administrative/Office: ......... $

586.31

Financial: ........................ $ 3,100.00
Misc.: .............................. $

306.00

Nurture: .......................... $

160.93

Outreach/Witness: ............. $

446.53

Staff Salaries: .................... $ 6,085.83
Trustees: ......................... $ 2,469.84
Worship: .......................... $
Total Expenses:

$ 13,171.43

Total Income:

$ 14,530.35

October Difference:
Loan Payment:
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15.99

$

1,358.92
$700.00

Do You have a ‘Life Changing Moment’?
Each one of us are a part of Fairfax UMC for some reason, our desire is that all people have had or will
come to have a life changing moment, when they will be lead to become a new disciple of Jesus
Christ. A moment can also be something that has brought us closer to Christ through our worship,
interaction, ministry or something that I may not have even thought of.
I would like for us to reach down into our memories to bring forth a time when you had a life changing
moment in our church. These are important to share, to let others know how vital and alive our
church is, and especially just how important it is to us. This means not just the building but how our
church has changed our lives. Please share your stories—when you think of one write it up and give it
to Darla in the church office. These stories will be featured as one story in each newsletter every
month as a new addition to our news letter in our life changing moment corner. So, please share your
stories, to show how Christ through this church has transformed your life.
-Pastor Andrew

Human Relations Day
January 14th
Together, we extend a helping hand to those in
crisis so they can overcome formidable
obstacles.
Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts of
your town and you will find what Jesus called
“the least of these.” Those living in the margins
of society, struggling to survive. People like:
 An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county,

being recruited by a local gang
 A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock,
Arkansas
 An Oklahoma woman recently released from
incarceration looking for work

Over and over Jesus served people like this,
embracing them. And that’s what we want to
model as the people of The
United Methodist Church. To
continue the ministry of
Jesus we established Human
Relations Day as a Special
Sunday that calls all of our
churches to participate in
helping all God’s children to
realize their potential.

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service

Will You Support the Ministry of Christ Among Those on the Margins?
Will you continue to support Human Relations Day? Will you continue nurturing atrisk youth, strengthening communities’ self-improvement efforts and advocating
for the oppressed?
Please use the envelope, enclosed with this newsletter, for your offering (made payable to
Fairfax UMC, memo-HRD). You may either mail it to the church office (PO Box 318, Fairfax MO
64446) or bring it to church and drop it into the offering plate. Thank You!
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Welding
12/16/17

Harry Combs, Braden
and Jon Graves

Jim Ball &Ronnie Martin

Pastor Andrew using new
welder the Methodist Men
purchased.

40 P.E.T. frames completed

Joe Hill, Jon & Braden in background
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Fairfax United Methodist Church

Pastor Andrew Sanders

305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318, Fairfax, MO 64446
660-686-3314 www.fairfaxumc.net

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491
Cell: 417-770-6731

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Worship
1 New Year’s Day
Schedule
Breakfast: 9:00am
Sunday School: Office Closed
9:30 am
Worship:
10:30am
Channel 61:
4:00pm Tues

2

3
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
Worship Mtg:
6:30pm

4

5
Meals-on-Wheels:

6

7

9

10
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
W.E.E.: 6:30pm

11

12

13

14
15
fh reserved: Sorosis
Human Relations
Day: observed with 1-4pm
special offering

16

17
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

18

19
Meals-on-Wheels:

20

21

22
Deadline:
FEB Newsletter

23

24
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

25

26

27

28
Juda House:
serve meal
details TBD

29

30

31

8

Pastor’s Hours
Office Hours
Tues & Thurs
8:00 am—12:00 pm
8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs
417-770-6731 (cell)
Phone: 660-686736-5823 (home)
3314
umc@fairfaxmo.net
asanders1016@
yahoo.net
Fax: 660-686-9505
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Thank You to the WEE members
who have provided meals to Jim
and I. Your thoughtfulness is
greatly appreciated. -Pam Davis

Wed., January 3rd at 6:30 pm

Women’s
Evening Edition

o worked on
Thank you to all wh
for Christmas,
decorating the church
ecial thank you
Inside and Out! A sp
ves for the
goes out to Charla Gra
…it was so
sanctuary decorations
as!
beautiful for Christm

WEE will meet on
Wed., January 10th at 6:30 pm

Thank you Alice Kemerling,
Jayne Martin and Michelle
Oswald for directing our
Children’s Christmas Program!

January Birthdays
Thomas Southard
Holly Swinehart
Judy Bradfield
Barbara Jones
Joe Hill
Jamie Roop
Izabella Walker
Mike Lewis
Gene Bradfield
Calvin Graves
Tony Sly
Bo Peregrine
Joaquin Hill
Traci Davis
Gena Mitchell
David Sly
Bryan Frohn
Jim Ball
Kourtney Sly
Kelsey Sly

01/01
01/01
01/02
01/08
01/12
01/13
01/17
01/20
01/22
01/22
01/23
01/24
01/25
01/27
01/27
01/27
01/28
01/30
01/31
01/31

January
Anniversaries
Howard & Connie Hall
Cal & Janet Morton
Roger & Suzanne Southard

01/20
01/21
01/23

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.

Thank you to all w
ho donated money
&
gifts for this year’s
adopted family.
With the $409 colle
cted we were able to
buy clothing, shoes,
boots, blankets &
toys for 3 children
plus a few items fo
r
the family.
-Ministry Team
A big Thank You goes out to the Jon Graves
family for setting up the Nativity in the park!

HOTLINES:

Thank You

Worship Team Meeting

Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ----- 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction --------------- 1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence-------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control -------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline ---- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)
Teen-to-Teen Hotline ----------- (800) TLC-TEEN
---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336
Crisis TEXT Line ----------------------------- 741741
6

Serving our church
in January:

Stewardship 2017:
Receipts as of December 28, 2017:
Plate & Electronic Offerings:
Monday through First Sunday
Monday through Second Sunday
Monday through Third Sunday
Monday through Fourth Sunday
Monday through Fifth Sunday
Total ‘General’ Offerings:
Dec.’s

Budget income needed:

Altar Flowers:
John & Sandy Burke
in memory of David & Hollis Burke and Arlin Otto

Attendance:

2,291.26
1,437.00
2,782.50
8,316.00
14,826.76

52
44
57
32
-

Bulletins:
Lois Wiley
in memory of loved ones

10,752.00

Received
Special Offerings:
in Month
Adopt-a-family
409.00
Advance #901670
45.00
Altar Flowers
46.00
Apportionments
0.00
Back Pack Buddies
50.00
Building Use
0.00
Bulletins
50.00
Church Camp/Mission
0.00
Festival of Sharing
0.00
Food Pantry
0.00
(Baby Bottles)
0.00
FRB
100.00
Lent—Head Start
0.00
Loose Change
0.00
Soup-er Bowl Dinner
0.00
Misc. Income
0.00
Mowing
0.00
Mozambique Initiative (loose change) 91.22
Operation Christmas Child
0.00
Sunday School
42.50
Web Site
0.00
Wildfire Relief Fund
0.00
Special Sundays:
Human Relations Day
0.00
UMCOR Sunday
0.00
Native American Ministries
0.00
Peace with Justice
0.00
World Communion
0.00
UM Student Day
0.00

Communion Steward:
Jayne Martin

Received
To Date
409.00
127.00
431.00
1,880.00
1,400.00
200.00
470.00
427.00
12.00
25.00
305.07
100.00
223.71
469.37
653.00
9,301.45
340.00
762.99
393.00
704.88
105.50
172.00

Liturgist:
______________
Ushers:
Ronnie Martin
Web Site Sponsor:
____________________
Audio/Visual (laptop):
Jan 7 ____________ Jan. 14 ______________
Jan 21 ___________ Jan . 28 ______________
(please call the church office, 686-3314,
if you can fill any of these areas.)

Birthdays and
Anniversaries
We will be recognizing our birthdays and
anniversaries on the last Sunday of each
month during worship!

58.00
300.00
148.00
40.00
105.00
45.00

We do evening visits
once a week or no less
than twice a month.
If you feel led to help
or have more questions,
please contact Lois
660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040.
More volunteers needed!

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
140,721.57
loan:
5,400.00
Needed to Date Total Income:
134,758.52
(2,591.51 weekly)

New Phone Number:

facebook

Jean Schooler’s new number is 660-442-3222,
and she would love calls, cards and/or visits!
Her address is: c/o Tiffany Nursing Home Room 17,
1531 Nebraska St., Mound City, MO 64470

You can find a link on our church website
at: www.fairfaxumc.net.
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Praise: Tif is
Dear Friends in Fairfax,
December Thanks ~ 2017
now cancer-free!
A Deeper Life… “When God has deepened us, then He can give us His Deeper truths, His proTHANK YOU
foundest secrets, and His mightier trusts. Lord, lead me into the depths of Thy life and save me for praying!
from a shallow experience!” (A.B. Simpson) In this season of struggling to stay afloat amidst the
frenzied activities that wear on our energies and “pockets,” it’s a real challenge to get to that
deeper life!
How thankful I am that the Babe in the Manger was not the end of the story! I’m thankful that God interrupted
the history He created to be one of us, to show us what He’s like so that we can have a relationship with Him
through Jesus Christ. I’m thankful that as He leads us into that deeper life, we can go deeper with each other.
How I enjoy the face-to-face conversations with many of you as I travel, learning of your joys, hopes, heartaches and frustrations. Likewise, these discussions come up
in conversations with MKs. As the Lord takes us deeper, our
ANTICIPATING 2018!
relationships are richer.
Your partnership allows me to continue serving MKs and
their families! For those who like to invest in Mu Kappa
Without the deeper life, what would I have to offer? Withat special times, send to Barnabas Int’l (address below)
out your partnership, how would these interactions be posor online www.barnabas.org.
sible? How thankful I am for your prayers and partnership!
Thank you for helping me finish 2017 well and get a
jump-start on 2018 ministry!
May He deepen us this holiday season, that we might reI so appreciate your prayers, partnership
ceive “His deeper truths, His profoundest secrets, and His
and heart for MKs!
mightier trusts.”
Trusting Him for “deeper,”
MK Ministry, Barnabas International, P.O. Box 708, Elkhorn, WI 53121.

judykeith@barnabas.org

www.barnabas.org
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