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Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something brand-new.
It’s bursting out! Don’t you see it?
There it is! I’m making a road through the desert,
rivers in the badlands. (Isaiah 43:19 Message)

Office Hours: 8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs
Office: 660-686-3314
Fax: 660-686-9505
Email: umc@fairfaxmo.net
Website: www.fairfaxumc.net
Sunday Worship:
Sunday School - 9:30 am
Worship - 10:30 am
Channel 61 Broadcast - Tues.
4:00 pm
Wednesdays:
Promise Keepers - 6:00 am
Pastor Andrew Sanders
Pastor’s Hours: Tues. & Thurs.
8:00 am—12:00 pm
Study: 660-686-3314
Cell: 417-770-6731
Email: fairfaxumc@fairfaxmo.net
Mailing Address:
Pastor Andrew Sanders
209 N 6th St
Tarkio, MO 64491

Can you believe that we are into our second month of the New Year?
I pray that this year is shaping up to be a good one for each of you.
This time that we are in right now is considered the time of growth
according to the liturgical year. This means that this is the time of
year on which the church reflects as a whole on growth, growth
spiritually, growth emotionally and growth in each of our relationships
with God. This is a great reminder for us as a collective body to
explore what growth means to us.
In a rural community growth comes to us in many different forms, we
have crops that grow which provides our lively hoods, we have children
that grow up to hopefully grow into respected adults, our families
grow as grandkids and great grandkids, nieces and nephews and even
maybe some more of our own kids come along. These are all great
signs of growth, which are all very exciting things that should be
celebrated.
Sometime however growth takes some out of the box thinking so that
we can step out of our normal comfort zones, this helps us to look at
things in a new perspective. This Lenten season all five area United
Methodist Churches are going to try an outside of the box idea. We are
doing this in the spirit of growth, to cultivate our United Methodist
presence in our perspective beloved towns but also in the spirit of
collaboration, all across Atchison County.
This series of Lent services will be a way for Fairfax, Watson,
Tarkio, Rock Port and Westboro UMC’s to all worship together.
Pastor Julie, Pastor Bruce and I will all be taking turns on the Sunday
evenings of lent to preach in alternating churches for all 5 services.
We are encouraging our congregations to attend these services in order
to make them a great success. I would love to see each of you at the
services in the spirit of growth because I feel that God is doing a new
thing in our midst.
Sometimes the best growth that we can have is the growth that is
Continued on page 2
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happening where we can’t see it. Collaboration may not directly affect our numbers at first but as
time goes on and we can possibly pull our resources together with our other United Methodist
Churches we should be able to do greater events like with area kids to build a collaborative youth
group, which will provide more of an impact because of having the numbers of people involved. This
should alleviate strain on churches and its members while opening the doors to new possibilities for
the future.
Just a little side note, some of the greatest growth for nature is during the winter this is when plants
go dormant and look dead. Underground is a different story for the dormant plants, this is when their
roots are growing and stretching further down creating stability and longevity for that plant.
I believe that the same is true for our church even when we can’t see growth on the surface with
outside the box thinking we can continue to grow our roots strong and deep within our communities
so that we can continue to be a vital force for the future. I look forward to this season of growth and
invite all of you to come out and be a part of it as well.
Be ready, be prepared, do you not perceive it? God is creating a new thing among our midst!

Tarkio / Fairfax / Westboro Food Pantry
Fairfax United Methodist Church is scheduled to work the Tarkio/Fairfax/Westboro Food Pantry the
month of February 2017.
Volunteers are needed for:
February14...9:00-11:00 am and 7:00-8:00 pm and February 16, 21 & 23...9:00-11:00 am.
Anyone who would like to volunteer please contact Barb Jones either by phone 686-3481 (leave a
message) or in person.
A reminder to volunteers: If schools are closed due to inclement weather the Food Pantry will also
be closed.
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Women’s Evening Edition
January 11th meeting of WEE was called to order by president, Mardee Collingham.
Those attending were: Mary Brown, Jayne Martin, Lois Wiley, Tessa Martin, Alice Kemerling, Sandy
Burke, Sara Taylor, Pam Davis, and Amy Sefrit.
Mardee opened with compliments to all that helped prepare the beautiful decorations in the church
for the holiday season. Church was shiny clean for the 100th Anniversary and Christmas.
Old business: Lois stated that due to predicted inclement weather we will not be serving at the Juda
House this month, she will contact appropriate person for a reschedule date. Lois also reported on
prison visits. 55 visits were made last year, a few were repeat inmate visits. Minister served communion to inmates after Christmas which was very much appreciated.
Election of officers—Mardee agree to continue as our president, she has done a fantastic job this last
year and we are very pleased and know that she will continue to do so. Secretary—Pam Davis with Amy
Sefrit assisting if needed. Treasurer—Sandy Burke agreed to continue as treasurer. She has done a
wonderful job as well and we know will continue to do so.
Minutes of last meeting were read by incoming secretary, no additions or corrections were made. Minutes were approved as read.
Treasurer report was given by Sandy Burke. She wrote two checks since last meeting. One to Salvation
Army for $225 and one the church for $150 leaving us with an ending balance for 2016 $1,426.68
(which does not include what we have set aside for the parsonage fund.) There were no additions or
corrections to report, approved as read. We should note that we did not give to UMCOR or the apportionment fund as we hadn’t had our annual fundraiser. Sandy wanted members to know that Mary
Anne Pennel gave her the envelope from the UMW that is no longer active.
New business:
1. Fundraising dinner and auction will be held February 19th from 11:30 am—1:00 pm in church
basement. We will start auction at 12:30 pm. Jayne is contacting Chance to auction again this
year if he is available. We decided that menu will remain the same as last year. Ham, cheesy
potatoes, green beans, assortment of salads and desserts, hot rolls, and drinks. Will be free will
donation. Mardee will contact local newspaper for advertising, Amy will advertise on school sign
and church newsletter. Members attending this meeting reviewed the assignment list and volunteered to contact those members who were absent regarding their donation to the meal. Volunteers for auction items were obtained, a few members who have volunteered in the past that
weren’t here tonight will be contacted to see if they will donate again this year. We also welcome any donations of auction baskets from any church member that would like to participate.
Decorations will be provided by WEE members and will be discussed at later date.
2. Alice mentioned that Charla Graves voiced desire to organize a fundraiser for Dustin Ross who
has upcoming surgery, no specific plans have been made know to this committee at this time.
3. Pam passed around a sign up sheet for 2017 meetings for devotion and refreshments, most all
slots were filled. Will pass again next month should there by any members present that weren’t
at this meeting.
4. Seenagers will meet January 28th at Trail’s End in Rock Port at 6:30pm. Feb. meeting will be 11.
5. Next meeting will be held February 8th at 6:30 pm. Amy will provide devotion material, Sandy
will provide refreshments.
Devotion was led by Alice. Her topic was very interesting on “Negative inside chatter”. Toxic thoughts
are dangerous. Wrong thoughts yield wrong perceptions which presents an alternate reality. God’s
manual on how to deal with negative emotions can be found in the Bible. Philippians 4:6-9. “Don’t
worry about anything, pray for everything”. How a women thinks is often how she lives. Very interesting topic and hit home with a few of us.
$27 was collected for this quarter ministry. With no further business the meeting was adjourned. Delicious refreshments were served by Mardee and Amy.
Respectfully submitted by Pam Davis, acting secretary.
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The folks here at Fairfax UMC are constantly looking for
opportunities to serve, while making an impact in the world.
We are excited to announce that the United Methodist Men
(UMM) have teamed up with Mobility World Wide in a
collaborative effort to provide mobility for those that
otherwise have no way of getting around. The UMM have
began wielding frames for children's personal energy
transportation (P.E.T). These pictures here are the first 11
frames which were produced from our church! Production is
underway, we are looking forward to a continued relationship
with Mobility World Wide so that
our ministry will
continue to not just
impact our
neighbors here at
home but also our
neighbors on the
other side of the
globe as well. If
your interested in
helping with future
weld days please
contact the office.
Next one is on Sat.
Feb. 11th, 8am at
the School Ag
Dept. Even if you
don't know how to
weld and want to
help there is a
place for you.

One size does not fit all when it comes to resources and
training - rural churches have significant challenges that
are different than other churches including struggles for
support, training and people. Conversely, rural churches
often serve as a vital part of the local community and
have passionate members who support and uphold the church and surrounding community. The Rural Ministry Now conference seeks to provide ideas and training for church members to help support thriving,
hope-filled rural churches across the District and beyond.
Our workshop leader is Dr. Carl Ellis, Director of the Lay Academy for
Rural Church Ministries. Dr. Ellis' passion of 30+ years is empowering
rural churches to effectively live their mission for Jesus Christ in their
local community.
We will have some of our members and Pastor Andrew attending this
event on Saturday, February 18, 2017 from 9 am - 4 pm at Macon
United Methodist Church, 208 Pearl St., Macon, MO
4

Seenagers
Meeting February 11th.
See Mardee for details.
660-736-5750 or
kisco1@msn.com

Fairfax
United
Methodist
Church

Women’s Evening Edition’s

Ham
Dinner

Sunday, February 19th
11:30 am—1:00 pm
- Freewill Offering MENU: Ham, Green Beans, Cheesy Potatoes, Homemade Rolls,
Salads, Drinks and of course...Yummy Desserts!

Open to the Community!!
(Fairfax UMC, 305 N Broadway)

and…

‘themed’ Basket
Auction
will start around 12:30
Our ladies are putting together baskets xxxxxx
(each will have its own “theme”) xxxxx
which we will auction off to the highest bidder!xxxxxxxx
Proceeds towards W.E.E projects.
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Fairfax United Methodist Church

2017

Pastor Andrew Sanders

305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318, Fairfax, MO 64446
660-686-3314 www.fairfaxumc.net

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

5
Soup-er Bowl
Dinner: following
worship

6

7

12

13

19
Ham Dinner &
Basket Auction:
following worship

20 President’s Day 21
fh reserved: Sorosis
Food Pantry:
1-4pm
9:00-11:00am
(staffed by FUMC)
Deadline:
FEB Newsletter

26

27

fh reserved: Sorosis
1-4pm

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491
Cell: 417-770-6731

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
Church Council:
7:00pm

2

3

4

8
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
W.E.E.: 6:30pm

9

10

11
Welding Day 8am
at School Ag Dept

16
Food Pantry:
9:00-11:00am
(staffed by FUMC)

17

18
Rural Ministry Now:
9-4 at Macon UMC

23
Food Pantry:
9:00-11:00am
(staffed by FUMC)

24

25

Pastor’s Hours
Tues & Thurs
8:00 am—12:00 pm

Office Hours
8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs
660-686-3314
umc@fairfaxmo.net
Fax: 660-686-9505

14 Valentine’s Day 15
Food Pantry:
Promise Keepers:
9:00-11:00am
6:00am
7:00-8:00pm
(staffed by FUMC)

22
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
UMM: 6:00pm

28

417-770-6731 (cell)
736-5823 (home)
fairfaxumc@
fairfaxmo.net
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Worship
Schedule
Sunday School:
9:30 am
Worship:
10:30am
Channel 61:
4:00pm Tues

Wed., February 22, 6:00 pm

Women’s
Evening Edition
Wed., February 8 at 6:30pm

Church Council
Wed., February 1st at 7:00 pm

February Birthdays
Bruce VanGundy
David Evans
Scott Swinehart
James Monk
Casey Graves
Kelly Barnes
Jim Davis
Mary Anne Pennel
Grant Hopkins
Jerry Hall
Judy Holtz
Phil Graves
Mike Monk
Max Hopkins
Tim Oswald
Melvin Rogers
Jim Whittington
Jeff Burke
Russ Brown

02/01
02/02
02/02
02/03
02/03
02/05
02/05
02/05
02/06
02/09
02/10
02/13
02/14
02/17
02/17
02/20
02/20
02/24
02/26

February
Anniversaries
Roger & Melanie Riley
Kaleb & Ashley Oelze
Harold & Susan Gomel
Tracy & Holly Barnes

02/01
02/11
02/15
02/20

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.
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Dear Friends:
Thank you for partnering with Heifer
International. We have received $200 from
your group of donors. (Youth’s loose change)
The end of extreme poverty is within our grasp,
and your help matters. Families in rural
villages in places like Peru, India and Ghana
have more secure futures to look forward to as
well, because of your generosity. Best of all,
through Heifer’s tradition of Passing on the
Gift®, your gift will be multiplied for many
seasons to come.
Sincerely,
Pierre U. Ferrari
President and CEO
Heifer International

Thank You

United
Methodist Men

HOTLINES:
Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ----- 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction --------------- 1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence-------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control -------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline ---- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)
Teen-to-Teen Hotline ----------- (800) TLC-TEEN
---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336
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Serving our church
in February:

Stewardship 2017:
Receipts as of January 30, 2017:
‘General’ Plate Offerings:
Attendance:
First Sunday
875.00
55
Second Sunday
1,898.00
46
Third Sunday
620.00
25
Fourth Sunday
2,195.00
55
Fifth Sunday
2,447.00
38
Total ‘General’ Offerings: 8,035.00
Dec.’s Budget income needed: 10,752.00
Received
Special Offerings:
in Month
Altar Flowers
35.00
Back Pack Buddies
0.00
Building Use
0.00
Bulletins
50.00
Church Camp/Mission
0.00
Festival of Sharing
0.00
Food Pantry
25.00
FRB
0.00
Loose Change/Youth Min.
124.24
Misc. Income
0.00
Sunday School
75.73
Web Site
26.00
Special Sundays:
Human Relations Day
58.00
One Great Hour of Sharing
0.00
Native American Ministries 0.00
Peace with Justice
0.00
World Communion
0.00
UM Student Day
0.00

Acolyte: the children
Ushers: The Jim Ball Family
Communion Steward: DeAnna Coggin
Altar Flowers: Lennis & Kerry Million
in memory of loved ones
Liturgist: Bob Sefrit

Received
To Date
35.00
0.00
0.00
50.00
0.00
0.00
25.00
0.00
124.24
0.00
75.73
26.00

Bulletins: Feb. 5 - Darrell & Lois Wiley
in memory of loved ones
Feb. 12 Feb. 19 Feb. 26 Web Site Sponsor: Roger & Suzanne Southard

58.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

We do evening visits once
a week or no less than
twice a month. If you
feel led to help or have
more questions, please
contact Lois 660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040.

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
8,155.07
Needed to Date Total Income:
129,024.00
(budget not quite finished…)

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

Juda House
We postponed going to the Judah House January 15
because of the weather.
We are rescheduled for Sunday, March 26th
with the
same
menu; ham
and beans,
cornbread,
salad, and
dessert.
8

We will be recognizing our birthdays
and anniversaries on the last Sunday
of each month during worship!

facebook

You can find a link on our church
website at: www.fairfaxumc.net.

Dear Friends in Fairfax,

ADVANCE / RETREAT 2017!

January Thanks ~ 2017

Friends, as we “ADVANCE” into this New Year, may we first “RETREAT” into God’s presence for His filling and
comfort and perspective.
“But on retreat there is time and space to attend to what is real in my own life—to celebrate the joys,
grieve the losses, shed tears, sit with the questions, feel my anger, attend to my loneliness — and allow
God to be with me in those places. These are not times for problem-solving or fixing, because not everything can be fixed of solved. On retreat we rest in God and wait on him to do what is needed. Eventually
we return to the battle with fresh energy and keener insight.” Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership
(Ruth H. Barton)
Then, as we “advance,” may we be as reservoirs, serving from abundance of our souls: “If then you are
wise, you will show yourself rather as a reservoir than as a canal. For a canal spreads abroad water as it
receives it, but a reservoir waits until it is filled before overflowing and thus communicates, without loss
to itself, its superabundant water.” (Bernard of Clairvaux)
Thank you for your partnership! Your interest and investment in My Kappa is having an eternal impact as
MKs find their footing here in the U.S. and grow in their life in Christ. So many of the 2016 Reentry MKs are
continually posting comments about God’s goodness and faithfulness, even when life is hard. What a joy
and privilege to continue to come along side these young people!
Thank you, too, for your prayers for my daughter Tif! She is feeling well after three rounds of chemo. One
more to go, then we’ll see what’s next. Praise: the brain tumor may not be quite the crisis we were originally told, so there are still lots of questions but no brain surgery looming yet. We had a wonderful family
Christmas at Rachel’s home in NC!
Advancing with you into 2017!
Mu Kappa Regional Representative, 1301 E. 123rd Terr. #C, Olathe, KS 66061, www.barnabas.org
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~ Judy Keith
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