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“Don’t waste your energy striving for perishable food like that.
Work for the food that sticks with you, food that nourishes
your lasting life, food the Son of Man provides.
He and what he does are guaranteed by God the Father to last.”
(John 6:27)

Office: 660-686-3314
Fax: 660-686-9505
Email: umc@fairfaxmo.net
Website: www.fairfaxumc.net
Sunday Worship:
Sunday School - 9:30 am
Worship - 10:30 am
Channel 61 Broadcast - Tues.
4:00 pm
Wednesdays:
Promise Keepers - 6:00 am
Pastor Andrew Sanders
Pastor’s Hours: Tues. & Thurs.
8:00 am—12:00 pm
Study: 660-686-3314
Cell: 417-770-6731
Email: fairfaxumc@fairfaxmo.net
Mailing Address:
Pastor Andrew Sanders
209 N 6th St
Tarkio, MO 64491

This is a busy time of year it seems that the stores have put
out all the holiday decorations together, reminding us how
close they are to one another and that time is running out. I
would like to take a breath here though and focus on one thing
at a time. Today we are focusing on Christmas.
I don’t know about you but every time I think of Christmas a
few things pop into my head, Jesus, family, and of course
food. We always have a great spread of food at my parents’
house as we celebrate with family this wonderful holiday of
togetherness.
Christmas meals can consist of many things that are good
for us but let’s be real for a moment there are many things
that we have come to expect at Christmas that may taste great
but isn’t all that great for us, in fact a lot of our food will
consist of some ham, and turkey and other whole food but a
lot of it is filler, a substitute of some kind to bring that special
taste that we’ve come to expect. As is with many of our foods
of today.
This thought made me reflect on Jesus’ words “I am the
bread of heaven.” This lead me to think of the manna that
came down from heaven to feed the Israelites in the
wilderness. This bread was filling, nourishing, all
encompassing, it didn’t need filler because it was wholesome
sent straight from God to the people.
Then God sent Jesus later to be our bread, no filler Jesus
straight from heaven to fill us so that the hunger, the need
would be fulfilled inside of us to have a way to have a
relationship personally with Him.
Continued on page 2
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Jesus referred to himself as two life sustaining things if you remember, one of course
was bread and the other was in John 4:13-14. When He was talking with the woman at the
well, Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but
whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that
I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."
I don’t think that Jesus using two of the essential nutrients that we need to survive on
this earth is coincidence. The human body can last somewhere around 30 days, and that’s
pushing it, without food, but it can only last 3 days without water, and even less if you’re
out in the elements.
Jesus is stating I am everything you need for all of eternity. If you will turn to me I will
give you the bread of heaven, the water of eternal life, but you must be willing to accept.
This month as we reflect on Jesus’ birth we should be thankful that God sent us his son
to sustain us in this life and all of eternity. This Christmas let us truly be thankful that we
have a God that doesn’t use any fillers. As we sit down to celebrate and to eat let us
reflect on the bread and the water of heaven, that make this a life that we can truly be
thankful for.

All Saints Day was
observed on Oct. 30th
with a balloon release.
People were invited to
write their loved ones
names on the balloons before releasing.
The youth inflated all the balloons!
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Bob Jones, Ronnie Martin and Ernie Hafner installed the new TV down in the basement before the big
event on Nov. 13th so that we could show a picture slideshow during dinner. Thank you to all who gave
Centennial Memorials towards this project.

Children’s Bell Choir
The children will play bells
during our morning worship service
on Sunday, December 18th.

Women’s Evening Edition
Eleven women met the evening of November 9, 2016, for the last WEE meeting of 2016 as no meeting
will be held in December. Present were Sandy Burke, Gale Ball, Mardee Collingham, Lois Wiley, Jayne
Martin, Karen Rogers, Alice Kemerling, Mary Brown, Pam Davis, Sara Taylor and Amy Sefrit.
Minutes were read by Amy Sefrit. Sandy Burke presented the treasurer’s report. With the payment for
the new refrigerator of $579.99 and an offering deposit of $19 the balance was $1,398.24.
A discussion was held on the amount of food needed for the Church 100th Anniversary dinner and the
people able to help serve etc.
Seenagers will meet December 10 at the Collingham home. Meat will be furnished with a potluck
meal. A $10 gift exchange of new or like new items will be held.
A thank you was read from the family of Bill Van Gundy for food taken to the home.
Since the WEE dinner and auction will probably be in February, Lois Wiley will schedule a date to
serve a meal at Juda house in January. Mary Brown showed samples of the material she is using to
make a quilt for the women’s auction.
January will be election of WEE officers.
WEE voted to give the church a check for $150 to help pay for expenses on the new Youth Sunday
School room. In addition $150 will be added on to the October and November offerings to the Atchison
County Salvation Army. Perhaps other mission offerings can be given following the women’s dinner
and auction next year.
$56 was collected for the Atchison County Salvation Army.
Instead of a lesson from the book Unglued the women spent the rest of the evening polishing the pews
and other areas of the church in preparation for the celebration November 13th.
Officers will see to the lesson and refreshments for the January 11th meeting.
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Cornerstone: Nov. 16, 1916
November 13,2016...100 Years of serving God in this Building!
There were 174 in attendance during the
morning 100th Dedication Anniversary
worship service on November 13, 2016!
The service began with the singing of
"Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty",
which was the first hymn sung at the 1916
and 1966 celebrations. Bishop Robert Farr
delivered the sermon, "By the Grace of
God". District Superintendent Rev. Cindy
Buhman assisted in the service as well as
Pastor Andrew Sanders. Donovan Jones
and Jeremy Howe of St Joseph provided
the music. Following the morning service
a group picture of everyone in attendance
was taken out on the front steps of the
church. Copies of these pictures can be
ordered. (see web address on page 9)
Then the women of the church served
all who attended a meal of ham and
fried chicken. During the afternoon
program we had 115 in attendance and
the day concluded with anniversary cake
and punch. The worship service was one
to be remembered as well as the rest of
the day—memories were made!
The centennial committee would like to
thank all who assisted in making this
celebration a blessing to all who attended!

All set up and ready.

Morning Worship

D.S. Rev. Cindy Buhman, Bishop Robert
Farr and Pastor Andrew Sanders
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Donovan Jones
and Jeremy Howe

Setting up

Afternoon Program

Setting up

Afternoon Program

Afternoon Program

Pastor Andrew cut the cake

Morning worship

Bishop Farr met with the committee for
a prayer before the start of our day.
5

Gene Bradfield, member since
1937, and his wife Norma.

On Sun., December 4th, Alex Morse will be
here as guest speaker on Foods Resource Bank.
There is still time to donate to FRB in
2016...100% of the donations to FRB go to
smallholder agricultural development
programs overseas. This last year, the Fairfax
FRB Growing Project has been helping
farmers in Nicaragua, Democratic Republic of
the Congo and Armenia. The United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
partners with FRB to assist overseas
communities to achieve food security. The
World Food Prize recently lauded FRB as "one
of the most dynamic and innovative
agricultural assistance programs in America."

A couple weeks before our Centennial Celebration,
Doloris Needham (left) and
Billie Stephens (right) from
California, stopped into
the church hoping to
find out info on their
great-grandmother
Mrs. Lydia Peden. We found
out that she joined the
church in 1909 and was one
of the members in 1916 who
helped build this church
building!
And their grandmother,
Eva M Peden married Theron
(Bob) Pearce in this church.
The ladies were excited to
have this information and
wished us well in our
celebration.

Operation Christmas Child
We hit our goal!!! We collected 101 boxes—thanks to all of you!!
Remember...Every gift-filled shoebox will be a powerful tool for evangelism and
discipleship—transforming the lives of children and their families around the world
through the Good News of Jesus Christ! Keep the recipients in your prayers!
“…whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31

Adopt-A-Family

from Festival of Sharing . . .

Our church has signed up with
Community Services to Adopt-AFamily for the Christmas season.
We will be helping a family with
3 young children living in the
Fairfax area. The ministry team is
asking for monetary donations to
buy toys and clothes for the
children. Money or checks can be
made out to Fairfax UMC
designated to Adopt-A-Family.
Members of the Ministry Team will
then purchase the items. We
would also like to send a box of
groceries along with the children's
gifts. Food items can be left in the
box at the sanctuary elevator
entrance. The deadline for
money and food donations is
Sunday, December 11.

This year our goal was to Share the Light with people who
need hope and resources. We accomplished this mission by
worshipping, learning, serving and sharing donations!
These efforts included three Sharefests (Cameron, Dexter
and Ferguson) and the large Festival in Sedalia.
Donations from state-wide churches are now helping 102
agencies make transformative differences in people’s lives.
Thank you for your generosity!
Here is a summary of Missouri sharing:
Baby Bundles—1,735**

Blankets—236

Dental—1,088

Readin’ & Writin’ - 2,623**

Paper Products—554

Family Food—1,348

Personal Hygiene—2,164

Backpacks of Love—969**

Youth Care—262
Rice—36,000 pounds

Prison Packs—3,538 and still rising!**
Beans—20,000 pounds

Popcorn—2,000 pounds

**Donation Increase from 2015
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DECEMBER 2016
Fairfax United Methodist Church

Pastor Andrew Sanders

305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318, Fairfax, MO 64446
660-686-3314 www.fairfaxumc.net

SUNDAY
Pastor’s Hours
Tues & Thurs
8:00 am—12:00 pm
417-770-6731 (cell)
736-5823 (home)
fairfaxumc@
fairfaxmo.net
4 2nd Sunday of
Advent

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Office Hours
8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs
660-686-3314
umc@fairfaxmo.net
Fax: 660-686-9505
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WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

Worship
Schedule
Sunday School:
9:30 am
Worship:
10:30am
Channel 61:
4:00pm Tues
6

7
Promise Keepers:
6:00am
Church Council:
7:00pm

8

9

10
Seenagers: at
Collingham’s
home. Bring side
dish and $10 new
or like new gift

12

13

14
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

15

16

17

19

20

21
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

22
Office Closed

23

24 Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Worship Service:
5:00pm with
Communion

26
Office Closed

27
Deadline:
JAN Newsletter

28
Promise Keepers:
6:00am

29

30

31 New Year’s Eve

fh reserved: Sorosis
1-4pm

Guest: Alex Morse
on FRB

11 3rd Sunday of
Advent

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491
Cell: 417-770-6731

Children’s Christmas
Program: 5:00pm
with finger food to
follow

18 4th Sunday of
Advent
Children’s Bell
Choir during
worship

25 Christmas
Worship:
10:30am
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Ronnie Martin
Connie Minter
Terry Hopkins
Jeffery Bruns
Richard Bradfield
Karen Rogers
Rhonda Ball
Lelan Hall
George Whittington
H.A. Sly
Jennifer Hill
Cheryl Brown
Randy Bungenstock
Spencer Gibson
Joshua Smith
Darla Harbin
Tacy Mitchell
Madalyn Walker
Howard Hall
Gregg Smith
Chris Bradfield

12/01
12/02
12/04
12/04
12/05
12/07
12/08
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/16
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/25
12/29

December
Anniversaries
John & Tabitha Wintz
Darrell & Lois Wiley
Tenn & Darla Harbin
Jon & Beth Graves
Joe & Jennifer Hill
Jim & Mary Brown

12/05
12/07
12/17
12/22
12/22
12/29

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.

Thank you to everyone that stayed to
help eat 'centennial leftovers' after
church on Nov. 20th! And a special
thank you to all those that stayed after
the meal to help decorate the sanctuary
for Advent. It was great to have so many
help (approx. 20) and so many youth!
The sanctuary looks beautiful!

Thank You
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Bless each of you

HOTLINES:
Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ----- 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction --------------- 1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence-------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control -------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline ---- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)
Teen-to-Teen Hotline ----------- (800) TLC-TEEN
---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336
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Serving our church
in December:

Stewardship 2016:
Receipts as of November 30, 2016:
‘General’ Plate Offerings:
Attendance:
First Sunday
2,521.00
49
Second Sunday
4,223.45
174
Third Sunday
4,873.00
48
Fourth Sunday
1,677.50
47
Fifth Sunday
Total ‘General’ Offerings: 13,294.95
Nov.’s Budget income needed: 10,752.00
Received
in Month
0.00
130.00
0.00
30.00
3,530.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
26.64
0.00

Special Offerings:
Altar Flowers
Back Pack Buddies
Building Use
Bulletins
Centennial Memorials
Church Camp/Mission
Festival of Sharing
Food Pantry
FRB
Loose Change
Misc. Income
Roof
Sunday School
Web Site
Special Sundays:
Human Relations Day
0.00
One Great Hour of Sharing
0.00
Native American Ministries 0.00
Peace with Justice
0.00
World Communion
0.00
UM Student Day
12.00

Acolyte: the children
Ushers: Ronnie Martin and Travis Martin
Communion Steward: Jim Ball
Altar Flowers: Roger & Suzanne Southard
in memory of Esther Southard
Liturgist: Jim Ball

Received
To Date
350.00
580.00
175.00
450.00
4,755.00
706.00
67.00
0.00
400.00
716.41
1103.39
160.00
542.27
235.00

Bulletins: Dec. 4 - Jean Schooler
in memory of loved ones
Dec. 11 Dec. 18 Dec. 24 Dec. 25 Web Site Sponsor: Jim & Rhonda Ball

We do evening visits once
a week or no less than
twice a month. If you
feel led to help or have
more questions, please
contact Lois 660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040.

39.00
530.00
125.00
36.00
92.00
12.00

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
102,654.28
Needed to Date Total Income:
129,024.00

Group Photo
100th
Celebration:

(2,688 per week)

Please follow this link
below to view, and purchase online,
the group photo taken on November 13th.

http://farmerphoto.zenfolio.com/ffumc

THANK YOU FAIRFAX! We have received enough
donations to cover ALL of the 2016-2017 school year’s
cost to give 10 children food for the weekends!
...plus a start on 2017-2018!
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facebook

You can find a link on our church
website at: www.fairfaxumc.net.

Children’s
Christmas Program
Our children invite you to share in
their joy, and excitement for Christmas,
here at Fairfax UMC.

Sunday, December 11th
at 5:00 pm
We will have fellowship following their
program. Please bring finger-food to share if
you are able.
**The children will practice
each Sunday prior to the performance,
during 9:30 am Sunday School.
Bring a friend!!

Address Service Requested
Fairfax United Methodist Church
305 N. Broadway
P.O. Box 318
Fairfax, MO 64446
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