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“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body
and after that can do no more.5But I will show you whom you should
fear: Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to
throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.6Are not five sparrows
sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God.
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Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be
afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. Luke 12:4-7
I anticipate Easter this year as I have for the Easters of the past. My
anticipation is that many of us will find new and creative ways to
celebrate the resurrection of Christ. We will do this in the face of the
pandemic affecting our world. As we celebrate, I would like to give
you this thought. Wherever we may be and however we may need to
celebrate the resurrection of Christ this Easter may vary. What won’t
vary is the fact that through generations this day was marked as a day
of celebration. Know that however you celebrate Easter this year that
you are celebrating it with the world. We are all in this together.
When we have been given the all clear I anticipate that we will have
the biggest resurrection celebration that the world has known! Until
then love one another and allow yourself to be showered in grace.
I hear daily the birds chirping and witness them flying freely in the
air without a care in the world. During my time outside the house
I am reminded daily of God’s providential care. This is the care that
God has had for all of creation from the very moment that we were
created. We are a creation that is firmly connected to the creator.
Through this connection God provides, guides and directs humanity
to seek Him. God does this because He loves humanity more than
all other.
It is being surrounded by God’s creation that helps us to be reminded
of the way that He loves us. The birds do not fret or worry about what
is to come, they just know what is here now. We however do
understand somewhat of what is happening in the world. For us it
takes faith on a daily basis to stay tied to the Father. The birds of the
air they don’t have to worry about that and yet, in the midst of this
God cares for their every need. How much more do you think God loves
you? The same God who called you forth apart from the world is the
same God that watches over you now.
This is an unprecedented time in our recent history as a world. We
are facing an unimaginable threat that is affecting each one of us. As
time goes on we may be struggling with hope in what seems like an
overwhelming situation. This virus is scary, my thought is that we will
all be affected in a greater manner as time goes on. We have already
Continued on page 4
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During this time of “Social Distancing” due to COVID-19,
the office will be closed to visitors,
and the church

We will have an "ONLINE WORSHIP"
through our FACEBOOK PAGE
Fairfax United Methodist Church-MO

Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM
We need to continue to pray and help others during this time.
To Contact the Office/Pastor:
Call….660-686-3314 and leave a message
Email….umc@fairfaxmo.net
Facebook….Fairfax United Methodist Church-MO
Pastor…asanders1016@yahoo.com

If you are 65+ and need assistance (help getting groceries,
medicine, pet food, etc.), PLEASE call the church office.
If Darla isn’t there, leave a message with your name,
phone number and what you need help with and we’ll get
someone in-touch with you!
We have volunteers ready to help you out!
Church Communication: We will be using email, Facebook and text.
•

•

•

If we do not have your email, please reach out to the church
office at umc@fairfaxmo.net and let us know you want added.
If you want to be on our new TEXT list, all you need to do is
text...Fairfax UMC...to 31996
Facebook—make sure you’ve ‘liked’ Fairfax UMC’s fb page

Bible Study and Church Meetings: we will be using ZOOM.
•

This application allows us to stay connected with one another. Please
contact Pastor Andrew if you have questions on using ZOOM.
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TITHES & OFFERINGS
Please don’t forget to continue to support
Fairfax UMC with your tithes and
offerings during this time!
You can mail to: PO Box 318, Fairfax MO 64446
or drop your check off at Farmers State Bank—made out
to Fairfax UMC;
or use our GivePlus+ mobile app (see below)
Also: don’t forget to give towards our loose change
campaign...Youth Missions (Chokwe UMC)
Thank you all for giving!

Apps make life easier.
With GivePlus Church,
our mobile giving app,
you can make giving easier. Download the app to
your phone to be able to give anytime, anywhere!
Give to any of our church funds:
General
Camp
Memorial
Altar Flowers
Bulletins
Website
Special Sundays
Benevolent
Youth Missions
(Chokwe UMC)xx
You can also choose whether to donate as a guest,
or you can set up an account that will allow you to
conveniently schedule and manage recurring
donations, store bank account information
for future gifts and view giving history.

Scholarship Applications

Church Finance Report
for February 2019
Expenses:
Administrative/Office: ....... $

255.39

Finance .......................... $

3,568.16

Misc. ............................. $

0.00

Nurture .......................... $

206.42

Outreach/Witness: ........... $

0.00

Staff Salaries: .................. $

8,286.16

Trustees: ........................ $

1,971.32

Worship: ........................ $

406.00

Total Expenses:

$

14,693.45

Total Income:

$

9,565.33

February Difference:

$

-5,128.12

PRAYER REQUESTS:
Families of Stewart Harris and John Tomlin
Sue Davis
Kay Gregg
Brad Still
Rodney & Sandi Wilmes and their
foreign exchange student, Dzeneta.
Julia Hatten
Tom Bersuch and Linda
All Unspoken Requests
Chokwe UMC (pron: Shock-way)
Nursing home residents
Bill Long
Kerry Sauser
Janet Peters
Martha Shaffer
Denny Winstead
Dean Janke
Kristen Hall Christensen
Brian Collingham
Norma Davis
Teresa Jensen
Shelly Eaton

Applications for the 2020-2021 Charles “Chalky”
& Pauline Arnold Scholarship and the Jake & Virginia Moore Scholarship can be emailed to you
from the office, just email umc@fairfaxmo.net!
Completed papers are due back into the office
before Sunday, May 3rd. (Email or mail them)
Priority will be given to High School seniors but
continuing college students should also apply!
Bears
appeared
at the
church
for the
Fairfax
Teddy
Bear hunt,
March 29,
2020.
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felt the sense of loss in our church family as we have heard the news of a family member passing
from the Corona virus.
As we face this epidemic, we will continue to know people that are affected. My fear is that we will
be affected for many months to come. As we feel the sting of time marching on I pray that each one
of us stay well. I pray that our families and friends also stay well. I pray that however this virus
affects you that you take the time to process and then allow others to strengthen you.
Keep yourselves safe in the midst of this. Prepare for tomorrow all while knowing that we have a
God that has seen humanity through many threats, as He will continue to do so until we are all called
home. God loves humanity greater than all other creation. Lean into that love and grace.

Blessing House

- outside of the Methodist Church !

WE ARE STILL KEEPING THIS STOCKED AND AVAILABLE!
What is in the blessing house? Non-perishable items
Who can access it? Anyone can access it, at any time. It’s for anyone to receive
non-perishable items when there is a need of any kind!
Please donate non-perishable items
When you have to go out shopping—just remember the Blessing House and
try to pick up a few items to put into the HOUSE! Thank you all so much!!
—Join (and share) our facebook group— Blessing House Fairfax Missouri FUMC

Native American Ministries Sunday
April 26th
One tribe in North America has told this story for centuries: when people
“pale as birch” crossed the great water in large canoes, they brought with
them “The Black Book.” However, the bringers of the physical Book could
not have known what it would mean and look like to be Native and a
follower of Jesus.
Today Native Americans—with many unique languages, many unique
cultures—honor their heritage, and live as Jesus-followers, led by a rotation
of primarily Native American pastors.
When you support Native American Ministries Sunday, you equip seminary
students who will honor and celebrate Native American culture in their
ministries. And you empower congregations that are finding fresh new ways
to minister to their communities with the love of Christ.
Your gift, on this day, equips Native congregations—like New York’s Onondaga Nation UMC and
Nebraska’s Native American Sacred Winds congregation—to worship and serve as only they can.
This work, and hundreds of other ministries, are possible because you give.
Please use the envelope, enclosed with this newsletter, for your offering (made payable to
Fairfax UMC, memo-NAMS). You may mail it to the church office (PO Box 318, Fairfax MO 64446)
Thank You!
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Juda House
Our church provided a meal for 39 men March
7th at the Juda House in St. Joseph.
Of those 39 meals, 15 went to the Cold Weather
Shelter across the street from the Juda House.
Mardee Collingham, Billie Schneider and Lois
Wiley served stew, lettuce salad, biscuits
and cookies.
As always, the men enjoyed the meal;
thank you to those that supplied food or
donated in other ways.

Women’s Evening Edition
W.E.E. met March 11th, 2020 at 6:30 PM at the Fairfax UMC.
President, Amy Sefrit, call the meeting to order and opened with the prayer of St. Patrick’s Day
known as the Morning Prayer.
Those present were Suzanne Southard, Mary Brown, Mardee Collingham, Alice Kemerling,
Jayne Martin, Lois Wiley, Amy Sefrit, Sandy Burke, Sandi Wilmes, and Betty Allen.
Lois served a delicious lemon dessert! Thank you Lois!!
Betty Allen read the minutes of the January meeting, as we did not meet in February due to weather.
The minutes were approved as read.
Sandy Burke gave the Treasurer’s Report.
Amy mentioned that we received a thank you from UMCOR for our donation at Christmas time.
Amy thanked Lois, Mardee and Billie for their efforts and participation at Judah House.
Mardee asked for approval to purchase plaques for the restrooms in the church and the group approved. She also mentioned that Seenagers will be held on Friday, April 24th at the Sanctuary in Shenandoah. All are invited to attend. (UPDATE: Seenagers will not meet until further notice)
The group approved of a donation to the After Prom group and also a donation of $100.0 to the Romania Children’s Fund…after hearing Diana Sue Vernon’s presentation on her Mission Trip to Romania and
the area. Her heartfelt experience touched ours and gave perspective on conditions there and the
outreach that is being done on behalf of the children and families.
Amy mentioned that the Birthday Party was a success and fun. She also asked for a volunteer to Chair
our Fall Auction Fundraiser. This was tabled until next meeting. She also thanked the group that provided the meal after the Lenten Service held at our church.
Sandy Burke has graciously volunteered, again, to be responsible for the Festival of Sharing. Mardee
volunteered to help, and other names were brought forth as potential helpers. Thank you Sandy and
Mardee for your discipleship.
We collected $30.00 to be given to the Food Pantry.
Our next meeting will be held April 8th at 6:30 PM. Betty will deliver the Devotions and Jayne will
serve refreshments. (UPDATE: W.E.E. WILL NOT BE MEETING UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE)
A special thank you to Amy for suggesting the wonderful presentation by Diana Vernon on her Mission
Trip to the Romania area. Her perspective informed us of the conditions there with human trafficking,
dysfunctional families, and the outreach that is being done to help them. Thank you Amy and Diana!
We were also happy to welcome Norma Bradfield who joined us for the program!!
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Dear Friends,

Judy Keith
MuKappa Advisor
1301 E. 123rd Terr. #C
Olathe, KS 66061
www.barnabas.org
www.mukappa.org

This is too timely (and entertaining) not to pass on.
Thanks to the folks who gave permission to use it!

My kids on "How Being A Missionary Kid Prepared Me For The Apocalypse":
1. We MK's used to be the only teens so isolated that we depended on video chats and messenger
to have and maintain friendships. Now EVERYBODY wants to join our chat groups
2. Homeschool? Puh-lease. We've got this stuff down.
3. Sometimes we're trapped forever with our families and little to no outside contact, and we just call
it September. Or October. Or any given Tuesday.
4. Infectious disease knocks on our door every day. Well, kind of... the people in our village don't
actually knock. Sometimes they cough or pinch their kids to make them cry and get our attention.
But still. Contagious, nasty stuff is totes the norm.

5. We're hearing that toilet paper is a problem in some places. Just take our advice and see the
world as your toilet... You can always go pee off the back porch like we do sometimes. And, well...
hoses have multiple functions.
6. Stockpiling food is normal life. We buy two months of groceries at a time, and when the good
stuff is gone, it's gone until the next supply buy. We know how to ration. Large families like ours
sometimes resort to hoarding small personal stashes of snacks and candy to hide it from the
others. Not proud of this, just giving you a heads up into the natural progression as resources
become scarce and society deteriorates.
7. We're open to all kinds of food possibilities, should times become desperate. Rat? Lizard?
Snake? Eel? Stingray? Grubs? Weeds that grow in our yard? We'll eat that stuff. When cooked
over an open fire as God intended, most of it tastes like chicken anyways.
8. Electricity, Water, and *gasp* Internet shortages are a normal part of everyday existence.
Fervently pray you don't experience this. We can cook from scratch, in the dark, using a recipe we
didn't Google, in only one pan, and then eat it off of sheets of paper in order to conserve water
when doing the dishes. Special Achievement unlocked.
9. We don't have many entertainment options, so we do things like ripstick around our kitchen, shoot
at parrots with slingshots, and start small fires. Life is what you make it. Find ways to have fun.
10. We know Jesus. You should, too.
#WeWereIsolatedBeforeItWasCool #AdventuresInNotDying
#WhenYouFindOutYourNormalLifeIsCalledQuarantine
Food for thought, from The Transforming Center: “That the Works of God Might be Revealed through Covid19.” “So I have been wondering if God is calling us to approach this time of social distancing and sheltering in
place not merely as something to tough out and get through, but to see it as an invitation to intimacy with God—a
time of quieting ourselves and seeking to hear what God has to say to us now that our normal distractions and activities are being stripped away.” (Ruth Haley Barton) https://transformingcenter.org/2020/03/that-the-works-of-god
-might-be-revealed/
MuKappa: We are busier than ever, keeping pace with the increase of our own video calls as well as joining in
with other organizations on theirs! (I’m working to incorporate some of the solitude and quiet mentioned in the
above article!)
Home front: I’m doing well, hunkered down like everyone else. My girls are good as well, in their respective cities.
Rachel (nurse at Mercy Hospital, Rogers, AR) will be working as much as possible.
Thank you so much for your hearts and prayers for MKs and their families!
Trusting His transformation and grace,
Judy
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305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318,
Fairfax, MO 64446
www.fairfaxumc.net - 660-686-3314

Pastor Andrew Sanders

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491 - Cell: 417-770-6731

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1

Worship
Schedule
ONLINE Worship:
10:30am

Office Hours

Pastor’s Hours

8:00 am—12:00 pm
Mon—Thurs

Tues & Thurs
(call Pastor)

(not open to visitors)

Phone:
660-686-3314

Channel 61:
4:00pm Tues

2020

APRIL

Fairfax UMC

THURSDAY
2

Promise Keepers:
CANCELLED

FRIDAY

3

SATURDAY

4

Meals-on-Wheels:
Amy

417-770-6731 (cell)
736-5823 (home)
asanders1016@
yahoo.com

umc@fairfaxmo.net
Fax: 660-686-9505
5 Palm Sunday

6

7

8

9 Maundy Thursday

Bible Study:
Promise Keepers:
5:00pm with ZOOM CANCELLED

10 Good Friday

11

Meals-on-Wheels:
Suzanne

WEE: CANCELLED

12 Easter Sunday

13

14

15

16

Promise Keepers:
CANCELLED

19

20

21

Newsletter
Deadline: MAY

26
27
Native American
Ministries Sunday
(observed with
special offering)
Seed ‘n” Soil
Sunday ???

28

22

17
Meals-on-Wheels:
DeAnna

23

24

Promise Keepers:
CANCELLED

Meals-on-Wheels:

UMM: CANCELLED

Seenagers:
CANCELLED

Mardee

30

29
Promise Keepers:
CANCELLED
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18

25

Women’s Evening
Edition (WEE)
CANCELLED until further notice

United Methodist MEn
CANCELLED until further notice

Thank You Lois, Mardee and Billie for
serving the meal at the Judah House in
St. Joseph March 7th. You are shining
the light of God!!

April Birthdays
Bennett Peregrine
Tracy Barnes
John Gilbert
Markus Shepard
Rhett Murphy
Elizabeth Martin
Ashley Oelze
William Hecker
Sandy Burke
Mendy Houghton
Amy Sefrit
Braden Graves
Jayne Martin
Emmeline Vette
Aaron Raya
Gale Ball

04/02
04/04
04/04
04/07
04/07
04/09
04/10
04/10
04/16
04/17
04/22
04/22
04/24
04/25
04/25
04/30

April
Anniversaries
Danny & Alice Kemerling
Shad & Crysty Koger
Rod & Sandi Wilmes
Scott & Tiffany Anderson

04/12
04/17
04/23
04/29

If you or your loved ones are not
on the list, contact the church office:
umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314
with your info and we will get
our records updated.

HOTLINES:
Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000
24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738
Elderly Abuse and Neglect ------ 1-800-392-0210
Gambling Addiction -------------- 1-888-BETSOFF
------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633)
Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280
Missouri School Violence -------- 1-866-748-7047
Poison Control --------------------- 1-800-392-9111
Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence
--------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480
Suicide Prevention Lifeline ----- 1-800-273-TALK
------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255)
Teen-to-Teen Hotline ------------ (800) TLC-TEEN
---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336
Crisis TEXT Line ----------------------------- 741741
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Serving our church
in APRIL:

Stewardship 2019:
Receipts as of March 31, 2020:
Plate & Electronic Offerings:
Monday through First Sunday
Monday through Second Sunday
Monday through Third Sunday
Monday through Fourth Sunday
Monday through
Fifth Sunday
Total ‘General’ Offerings:
De

Attendance:

1,975.00
2,631.00
1,757.00
376.00
1,657.00
8,396.00

Altar Flowers: Danny & Alice Kemerling
in memory of loved ones

39
50
50
-

Bulletins:
April:

Communion Steward: Amy Sefrit

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only:
Received to Date Total Income:
26.147.76
Needed to Date Total Budgeted:
33,657.00

Laptop:
April: Braden Graves (all Sunday’s)

(2,589 weekly)c.

SPECIAL OFFERINGS:
Altar Flowers
Benevolent Fund
Building Use
Bulletins
Food Pantry
GHG (formerly FRB)
Mozambique Initiative:
Loose Change

Fundraisers
Sunday School
Web Site
Special Sundays:
Human Relations Day
UMCOR Sunday
Native American Ministries
Peace with Justice
World Communion
UM Student Day

Received

35.00
200.00
0.00
40.00
0.00
0.00

Jim & Betty Allen
in memory of loved ones

Scripture Reader: Bob Sefrit

Received
To Date

Ushers: Jon Graves and Roger Southard

140.00
400.00
20.00
130.00
19.80
0.00

59.00
0.00
30.00
0.00

368.77
338.85
163.55
52.50

0.00
150.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

85.00
150.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

Web Site Sponsor: Travis & Tessa Martin

AS YOU’RE ALL AWARE...we are not having
church services until further notice
...so I will keep this month’s list of names
(that we filled out before cancelling) and
once we start back up, I’ll contact you to see
if you’d still like to fill the area.
Thank you everyone! - Darla

Fairfax UMC
Choir
We’re practicing...social distancing,
rather than music, for the
time being!

The Nook:
We do AFTERNOON visits once
a week or no less than twice
a month.
We are looking for more volunteers...please
prayerfully consider if this could be YOU!
Call Lois at 660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040.

With the church building being closed due to
COVID 19, we do not need hostesses for ‘the
Nook’ until we re-open the church.

Tarkio-Westboro-Fairfax

Food Pantry

For March & April, please help the
food pantry recipients by donating:

Dish Soap
Lotion
Laundry Detergent

facebook

You can find a link on our church website at:
www.fairfaxumc.net.

The donation box is by the west sanctuary entrance.
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Dear Friends in Fairfax,
“A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.” (Prov. 16:9) Thank you, thank you, for praying me
through the decisions that needed to be made on this New England trip! I was able to visit with Noah (Albania) at
Indiana Wesleyan and Libby (Costa Rica) at Spring Arbor. Although they are only doing online classes, quite a few
students are still on those campuses so far, with strict changes in cafeteria protocol, etc.
Praise God for friends:
…who hosted me (brave souls in these days!).
…who sent me on my way with extra toilet tissue (y’all know how practical that gift is!!).
…who sent me off with a big spray bottle of sanitizer (another practical commodity!!).
…who encouraged my soul with great conversation, my appetite with good food, and my body with rest.
…who brought Shasta 3.0 to me in Syracuse, NY!! As the virus issue was escalating Sunday and Monday, they
graciously came up with this plan so that I could get back home as soon as possible! After delivering Shasta, they
turned around and drove the 4 hours back to VT!
…[friends] who were willing to host me on the return trip, but it didn’t work out with the new route and schedule.
…who have been praying this whole thing through from beginning to end. THANK YOU!
I headed west on Wednesday, got home Thursday night, and got the car registered on Friday ~ just in time, as the
highway patrol inspection offices will be closed as of next week. Totally God's mercy on the whole trip!
Now I’m officially hunkering down, and thankful for neighbors and friends here who have checked on me to see how
I’m doing and if I need anything. God’s army for sure.
MK contacts will continue, as I try to stay in touch with the kids I know. Tammy (our MuKappa director) has
organized a Zoom call next week, inviting MuKappa advisors and students to join in conversation and touching base
with each other. Barnabas has also organized a weekly update Zoom meeting so we can stay “connected.”
So things are good here on the Kansas “prairie.” Please let me know how I can be praying for you! Have so
appreciated hearing from some of you, and would love to hear more. May we be filled with His love and peace and
joy in the midst of turmoil and find opportunities to make Him known.
Thanks again for praying! By the way, Shasta 3.0 is a real delight!! ☺☺☺
Hanging out under His wings,

~ Judy Keith

Address Service Requested
Fairfax United Methodist Church
305 N. Broadway
P.O. Box 318
Fairfax, MO 64446
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